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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines;some.of: the major é}guﬁenté and problems
in the area of man's ethical duties towards his natural environment.

The relevant topics gonsidered axe :

1. Man's ethicai duty ‘to preservé his natural énvironment.

2. Maﬁ's ethical dutysto maintain this natural environment
for the benifit of future generations. |
3. Man's etﬁical duty'~to' lend’aid to his fellow—mah fortéée
) puréose of protecting the natural environment.

4. Man"sJethical duty to sacrifice some of his'personal

freedom so as to guarantee the survival of society as a whole.
The contents ofithe study can be briefly'summariSed.

Chapter. 1 examines the various arguments put forwérd by those
who would exteﬁd the moral realm beyond.the purely human domain so as .
to inciﬁde animals{ox_plants or even_the entire natural énvironmeﬁt.
Theée»létﬁerltergfthéir,idea én'"En&ifoﬁmeﬁt&leéhics."

These,ﬁrguments are then analysed so as to determine whether
or not an "En&ironmental-Ethics" which gives intrinSic.value to: non-

\

human entities (either:animate or inanimate) is justifiable.



This study concludes that an "Environmental Ethics" is a very
far-fetched ideal and is morally unaceceptable. However, there are
some grounds for thinking that those who advocate the rights and the

intrinsic value of animals have a case.

On the other hand the "Traditional Ethics" - which regards the
natural environment as a means to human ends - is much more acceptable

and seems to be capable of handling| the problems posed'x

Chapter 2 examines Man's ethical duty towards future generations

with respect to the préservation of the natural environment.

Three theOriesfinjparticular jare found to be relevant to the
problem of Man's ethical duty towards his descendants and these are
considered in order to determine which can provide the strongestAjustié
fication for thié responsibility. The three are : "Utilitarianism"

"J@hn Rawl's Theory of Justice” ; and “The Concept of Love and Altruism".

The conclusion of this study is that none of the three-despite
their efforts - can make out a strong case for this-EtHical duty in
the long term. They are only able to justify the pxeservation of the

natural environment for future generations with respect to those that

are in the immediate 6r 'near future.

Cﬁapter 3 wexamines thesresponsibility«of "Developed" (or
Affluent) Countries to lend aid to their "Deweloping" (or Poorer)
neighbours for 'the purpose of preserving the natural environments of

the "Developing World".

"The Concept of Harm" and "John Rawl's Theory of Justice", are
investigated to see if either of them can supply a theoretical backing

for this responsibility.



The conclusion of this study is that the "Theory of Justice"
does Justify the responsibility of the richer nations towards the rest
of the world community and suggests that any refusal to lend aid to

P

help protect the natural environment is in fact;édﬁivalent to
deliberately (and unjustly) harxming the pooxer countrieé’énd the
>W§f1&f€§mmuni#y§ésua,@hole.

Chapter 4 examines the moral justification for a State to

interfere with the personal diberty of its citizens whenever the

quality of the naturall environmental is seriously threatened.

The approach adopted is to employ the example of compulsory
sterilization for a man and/or his wife after the couple have had a

certain number of children;

The conclusion ©of the study is that in cases of emergency o%
grave environmental crises which threaten the very survival of society
as a whole, the State does have a moral duty to enact and enforce laws

which may limi%t =the _personal liberty of individual _ed &izens.

It is argued that without the security of sgrvival no. freedom
is possible—and_survival is a necessary condition for securing freedom

and absolutely everythiﬁg else that, is, important to man.
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