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ABSTRACT

It is the purpoSe of this thesis to study the Sudras in
the Vedic age from the time the Aryans came into the north -
western pa.rtn of Indis about 3500 years ago, until these peéple
moved to the east and finslly settled down in the basin of the
central part of the country as recorded in the sacred texts of
those days. The ‘SRdras-of ‘this age beloﬁged to the fourth caste
of the Indian society. In addition, data sbout the caste system
in general and the ‘Stdras in particular were gathered from the
Tipitakas and.also from various research works by Indian and
other scholars gb as to render the studiés of ;Sﬁdras in Sanskrit

literature as complete as possible.

This thesis is devided into five chapters. The first is
introduétorys in which the topic and’research methods’ are

discussed. The second chapter summarizes the background of the



-caste sy_stfem in the Indian éoéiety. A descriptic;n on the origin

of the .’Sﬁdras is given in this chapter. The next chapter’
analyzes their social status from the/Safhitas, Bréhma.pas >
Upanisads end other Sitras. It also’poinisiout pertinent
concepts about the-caste syste(ma.ndz the Sudras from data
collected from the Buddhist Tipitakas. The fourth chapter
,deaj.s with the 'SﬁdraS' way, of 11v1ng such as their occupation',
marriage customs and {aeb1s :m Jife. The eonclusion and
sugéestions for further Studies are given in the last chapter.

, Whereas i tdesds 15 based on date glesned from that
class of religicus Senskrit literatuve which was the work of
_ the pious Brahmans, the reséaréher believes that a study on

the %ﬁdra caste from another group of Sanskrit literature
which was not centered around reiigion should be welcomed,
such as Kautilya's Arths53stra, or from such Pali [literature

as the commentdries of the Buddhist Dhammapada and Jataka.

The research reveals that the majority of the Sudras
of ancient India was. the aborigines who w.ere forced to ‘5ecome
the 3laves of the Aryans. They were found %o jbe more civilized
than their Aryan invaders. Physically, being dark - complexioned
ands £late~ nosed, they-looked dififerent-from the Aryéns. They

had to live in the Aryan society'as their slaves, and were



excluded from Aryan religious practices. Aryan - Sudra

intermarriage was strongly pro d, They were in addition

; sé‘nﬂkﬁt literature

f - F AP
which show sign i SNC3 s«.the"Sudras Aged Sudras,

oppressed by the Aryan class

Nevertheless .

who had been wib ' ashers| for a long time.should be
supported. The St of Edares in Buddhi iety as a

whole is much beite
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