3+1 Similarities and Differences between Relative Pronouns in

English and in Thai

The investigation shows that Thai students often make a
wrong choice of‘relative pronoung in English. Thus a comparison
between relaﬁive pronouns in Englisﬁ and in Thai will be made in
order to detect similarities and differences which may account for

the mistakes found.

In Engiish, there are more than seven forms of relative

‘pronouns, i.e. who, whom, whose, which, that, whén, where,1 in Thai

there are three, i.ee thii, gig, ?ane

Accordiné to Jacobs and Rosehbaum, the form of the relative
pronoun used depends upon the features of the deleted noun in the

noun phrase2 as can be seen in the following chart:

1Only these seven relative pronouns dealt with by Jacobs
and Rosenbaum (Jacobs and Rosenbaum, Ops cit., pp.-202-9) will
'be compared with relative pronouns in Thai,

2Ibid., p. 202,
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English Features and
Relative [Functicn of the Examples
Pronoun [(DPeleted Noun
who {rhumand (27) the child who is.ill
subject
&Ghumand | (28).the child who Carol spanked.
object
whom' <}humad>, (29) the child whom Carol spanked
object
whose <&huma@>' - M1(30) the child whose father is ill
genitive
which {chumend | (31) the boock which is there
subject
<%humaé> (32) the book which I like
object '
that {shumasd - |(33) the child that is 1ill
subject
{human) (34) the child that Carol spanked
object
<}huma§> _ (35) the ,book that is there
. subject
{human ' {(36) the book that I like
object
L
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The words "when'" and "where", in their function as a relative
pronoun, are always at the front of a claﬁse modifying a noun which
has the features (& timé} and <3 plac§> respectiveiy,3 fqr éxample
(37) the day Eggg John came. (day has the ‘et ture <§ timed )

(38) the house where I live (house has tha feature <3 placé) )

It seems that the application of the relative pronouns in
Thai does not depend.on the features of the delefed noun but rather
on contexts.u Thus the choice of ggig, gig, Egg in Thai is usually..
determined by the context in which they appeaf.. On this basis, it
is obvious that when Thai students learn to use relative pronouns
in Eng;ish, they will be greatly. confused by théir forms and especially
by their application. It is iikely that Thai students 6ften use the
relative pronouns in English wrongly because ,they fail to observe
the feétures of the deleted noun and its function in the relative
clause which determine the choice of the relative pronoun in English,
- However, it also seems that they usually choose the.relative pronoun

having the same features and function &s the antecedent:

3Tbid., p. 209.

uThe author has observed that thii 1s most widely used in
all contexts both in spoken and written language. However, syg and
?an are usually used in formal or semi-formal contexts.
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(39) *Emily decided to sell her car to George Smith which
was a well-known artist. (Who should be used as the
deletéd}noun 'George Smith' has the feature <Ehum§§>
and functions as the subjeét 0f the relative clause.)

(4O) *My friends and I are going on+&8n excursion to Chieng=-
mai which three of my friends live. (Where should be
used because~* Chiengmai,® the noun modified, has the
feature <pleces )

(41) *I wild'go to my uuecle's house where is at Chahtabqri.
(It seems that the studemt is misled by the antecedent
*house' and alse *Chantaburi® which have the feature
(:; placé) and fails to note that'fhe relative pronoun
to use must function as the subject of the relative

clause,)

Mistakes concerning the use of inapprapriatefrelativeVpronﬁuns
may be classified as followss
1.fiﬁcorrect reiativg pronouns instead of who
.1.1 whom
(43) *My mother had a friend whom was a dentist.
142 wiobe
(44)" =My brothér-ggggg ¢limbed after me grasped my hand,
143 which ,
(39) *Emily decided to sell fed/ bar| to George sﬁith'ﬂg;gg
was a well=known artiste. |
2, which instead of whom

(45) 'The’persbn which I admire most, is Lincoln,
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3o incorrect relative pronouns instead of whose
‘3.1 whose + possessive adjective
(46) *John Brown whose his office is on the fortieth floor
of a skyscraper went to see a . book publisher,
3.2 who + possessive adjecfive |
_(47) *John Brown who'his office is on the fortieth floor of
a skyscraper went to see a book publisher.,
3¢5 whom |
(48) *John Browa whom office is on the fortieth.floor of a
skyscraper jwent to see a book publisher,
3.4t whom + possessive adjective
(49) *John Brown whém his office is on tﬁe fortieth floor of
a skyscraper went to sée a book publisher,
3.5 that + possessive adjective
(50) *Joﬁn Brown that-his office i8 on the fortieth floor of
a skyscraper went to sée a béok publisher,
3.6 which
(51) *John Brown which office is an the fortieth floor of a
skyscraper went to see a book publisher,
,‘3-7 which # possessive  adjective
(52) *John Brown which his office is on the fortieth floor
Jjof & skyscraper wen;'to se¢) a~book publisher,
3.8 where |
(53) *John Brown where office is on the fartieth floor of a

skyscraper went to see a book publisher.,
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39 where + possessive adjective
" (54) *John Brown where his office is on the fortieth floor

of a skyscraper went to see a book publisher,

4k, incorrect relative pronouns instead of which.
4.1 whose
(55) *She felt in her handbag for the piede of paper whose
father had written dom la1l thé"details of the journey
on. V
4,2 whose + poseessive'adjecfiVe
(56) *Sne felt in/her handbag for the piece of paper whose
her father had written down all the details of the
journey,
ho3 what
(57) *We do not see the program what we want.,
4.k where
(58) ‘My>friends and I are going en excursion.td' Padburi
. where 15 one of my friends hometown. |
4.5 when

(52) *1t gives dssthe news when happens recently,

5. incorrect relative pronouns instead of where
5.1 which \

(59) *The ‘place which people like to igo to live is klongs
5.2 that

(60) *The evidence happened near a bank of a river that my

house situated,
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3.2 Relative Pronoun Deletion in English

According to Jacobs and Rosenbaum, relﬁtive pronouns in-
English may be deleted through the relative pronoun deletion trans-
formatibn, which is optional, only when the relative pronoun funce
tiong as the object of the relative glause as invthe,following
statements:v

| (61) a., the fire which o describes is frightening.
b. the fire hey describes is frightening
(62) a. the girlfwhom you helped is lovely
b. the girl gyou hélped is lovely '
Aftér the relative pronoua is deleted, the relative clause still

remains a sentence embedded in the noun phrase as in (61 b) and (62 b).

However, the relative pronoun cannot /be deleted under two
circumstances:

1. when there is a preposition preceding the relative clause:

(63) a. the radio about which Jones boasts is superb.’

" b.*the radio about Jones boasts is superb.

2. when the relative pronoun functions as the subject of the
relative clause:

(64) a. the situation which bothers John. depressesime.’

b.*the situation bothers John depresses me.5

5Jacobs and Rosenbaum, op. cit., p. 204,
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3.3 Relative Pr9noun Deletion in Thei

Chaiyaratana, whose analysis. of Thai is based on transforma-

tional grammar, seems to believe that the relative pronoun in Thai

may be deleted

when it functions as the subject or the object of

the relative clausesas the following examples show:

(65) - ¥

be

(66) &,

oy,

;(67) Qe

b,

khaw -s§y nags§y thii khaw ch39b

he «buy _sbook | r.pron.‘he- like

He bought the book that he liked,

khe'aw‘ s8YY - na.r}s;y khaw chéab

he bugl Hodk: fie like

He bought the book he liked,

dég thi1i khun chiaj mya-waan pen khraj

chilad r.pron.ﬁou help yesterday be  who

¥ho is the child whom you helped yesterday ?

dég khun chﬁaj m§h—waan ‘pen khraj

child you-—-help yesterday be Whoe

Who is the child-you.helped yesterday. ?

jia rébkuan khon thii. kamlay 14b sabaaj
don't disturb person r.prom. Aux. sleep comfortable
Don't /disturb the persan who is sleeping comfortably.
jda robkuan khon. kamlay 1ib sabaaj

Qo tt, disturd, penson’lAtxs () sleép ¢omf artable

Don't disturb the comfortably sleeping person,

GChaiyaratana, OE. Cito' Pe 2070
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(68) a. pﬁzllaméaj thii syy maa eaag taldad maj sod
fruit r.pron,buy Aﬁx. from market not fresh
The fruits which are bought at the market are not
fresh,
b. phollamaa] eyy maa casg talsad maj sod
fruit buy  Aux, from market not -fresh

The fruitssbought at| the market are not fresh,

It should be noted that after the relative pronoun, object
of the relative clause dn (65 a) and (66 a) is delete&, the relative
clauses in (65 b) and (66 b) are “still recognized as a sentence
embedded in the noun phrase, But in (67 b) and (68 b),_aftef the
relative pronoun, subjeet of the relativeiclaﬁse'is deleted, the
relative clauses are reduced to phrases which function as noun
modifiers, ‘When the noun phrases in (67 b) and (68 b),.i.e, khon

kamlan lab sabaaj 'the comfortably sleeping person' and Ehsllaméaj

syy mas caag taliad 'the fruits bought at the marke#! are particu-

larly examined,superficially without looking at the context, they
 look the same as sentences in Thai, This is due to the facf
that verbs in Thai are never iﬁflected to show their grammatical
functions like those in' English. For this reason, even'mative
speakeré of Thai would find it difficult to distinguish between
vefb phrases which function as the predicate’and those functioning

as noun'modifiers in Thai,

These examples may lead one to conclude that generally the

relative pronoun in Thai which functions as the subject or the
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object of tﬁe relative clause may be deleted. However, the author
has noted that sometimes the relative'pronoun, subjeét of the rela-
tive clause cannot be deleted: |
(69) a. chan chd3b  dég thii Mea haa khun mya-waan
| I '. ~1like child r.pron.comé.meet’you yesterday
I like the child who came to see youlyesterday.
b.*chan chd5b dég msa héa khun nmya-waan

I like / child come meet you yeaterday.

3.4 Similarities and Differences between Relative Pronoun Deletion

in English andin Thai

In English, the relative pronoun deletion may apply only
when the relative pronoun functions as the object of the relative
clause, If it functions as the subjecf of fhe'relative clause or
if it is preceded by a preposition, this transformatiqn cannot
applye. .In Thai, genefally the application of the relative pronoun
deletion is not restricted at all: it may apply when the relative
pronoun functions as, the subject or object of the relative clause,
As a result, Thai students will apply the -relative pronoun deletion
transformation freely when they study English without being aware
of its particular restrictionss If they apply this Terule to the
relative pronoun thch functions, as the object of»thé relative
clause, (they will, produce sentences|that /are acceptable,, However,
if the relative pronoun they delete happens to be the subject "of .

the relative clause, the resulting string will be ungrammatical:
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(70) *I came across a little boy, ' looked rather

of pg-epositions pr ' '. i e
- (72) *It is edia- " _ which we can get infor=

\ “the details of

The ‘author .belie nat : & rail to put preposi-

tions in front of the relative clause inglish because in Thai

-
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