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ABSTRAUT

The purpose off this research is to study the concept of
AttZ or the Self,one of the signifieant concepts in Indian
philosophy. As Indian philosophy is ftraditionally divided into
the Astika {orthodox)/and the. Nastika (heterodox), a comparison
will be made to show the similarities and differences of this
concept among the Astika and the Nastika gystems themselves as
well as between both of them.

The result of a critical and analytical studles reveals
that the idea of /the existence of the Self or Atta of /different
systems is of metaphysical signifiecant; the differences of which
lead to their different views in other related problems. Thus
taking the;concept of the Self as the central theme of e
consideratdion the idea can be classified into three main groups
as. follows.:

Of the first group the Atta or |Atmen(is congidered as a
pure consciousness, an Absolute Truth and an ultimate goal of

liberation (moksa). The systems of Indian thought subscribing



to this view are all orthodox systems including the Jaina

although with a &lightly different consideration. Even though
metaphysically some of these systems may be branded as Monothelsm,
Pantheism and Mbﬁism, but these differences do by no means affect
their believes in the existence of the pemmanent self or soul
substance,

0f the second gnoup,iha:existence-oﬂhthe*seif_?s the
splritual substance is absSolutely denlsd. This view is of the
Catavaka, the only meteri@élism of Indian philosophy. the caravé’ka
holds to the purely materialistic view and thus denles the
possibility of the existenee of the permament self in all levels.
To them this very body consisting of the four gross elements,
viz.earth,water,alir and fire, ié the self., They, therefore,
teach people to enjoy this 14fe with eating, drinking and being
mefry as there is no past and future life. For them death which
is attainable by beth the wise and the fool is a real Moksa or
salvation.

Of the third group the existence of the permanent self or
soul substance 1s absolutely denied as that of the second group.
But the viewofithis greup fis)by noymeans a materdaldstic ~and
this is Buddhism.  Buddhism denies the' existence-of Atta or'the
self only in the transcendental level, but in the empirical
level it acgepts the conventional self Which is impermament,

suffering and soulless. The Buddhist view is thus contrary to the



views of, the Astika systems and of the Jaina and the Caravaka

of the Nastika.

To conelude, all Indi: ‘ H“‘ 5 [of ought, the Astike
and the Nastika alike, subscrit &6 e of the self.
But their views has b : similarity in some

points a@  has beer
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