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Abstract

The main purpose of this studv was to investicate the relation-
ship between health practice énd the ﬁumber cf living children of eligible
‘women in Amphoe Bang Pa-in, Changwat Phra . Makhon Si Ayutthaya. The aim was
to study health practices of mothers and children, particilarly the grimary
health practices with respecé to illn;ss, health practice during pregnan-
cies, at delivery-and in thé postpartum period, practices 6f, and attitudes
toward child rearifn®, immunizations, and weaning age-of the last baby.

How the knowledge of, attitude toward and practice of family planning.
1

Those would.have relationship with the number of livirng children of
(4

mothers.

The major hypothesis was that’ married. women with better health

practices would, have lower number of living cnildren.

The case study was used to study women, 15 to 49 years old,
still living with her husbands, whose youngest children were not moxe

than 7 years old, Data collection was. done by interviewing. The sample

A}
consisted of 450 mothers who lived in Amphoe Bang Pa-in, Changwat Fhra

\



Makhon 5i Ayutthaya. Multi-Stage Sampling was used to select, and every
mother with the above qualifications in tﬁe selected households was inter-
viewed. The statistical tabulations were made by using the computer
package program, SPSS, (Statistical ?ackage for Social Sciences) installed

at the Data Processing Center of Thailand, National Statistical Office.

It was found thatstherc was a relationéhip between the health
practice of motheus'whengthey were ill and the nﬁmber of living children
thev had. Mothers who sought modern primary heaith care when they were
ill were more likely to have fewer 1living children. In addition, there
was a difference in the number of living children was also founa between
mothers who chose modern prénatal énd postnatal practices and those who
chose traditional ones. Those who selected modern practices were more

likely to have fewer living children.

Data on health pracfices duriné the postpértum rest period were
analysed to investigate the relationship between tbesé and number of
living children. "It was found that postpartum mothers who used modern
medications and ape foods that wvillagers believed to be taboo had fewer
living Ehildren than those who used traditional medicines and observed
the traditiohal tabooss™ Thererwas:po difference, showever;.between the

number of living children of women who ‘had a 6.~ week check-up at the

health center and those who didinot.

Investigating the kind of. milk ﬁsedvin infant feeding, it was
found that rmothers who had 1 or 2 living children tended to uSe breast
"milk in combination with humanized powdered milk whiie éothers with 3 to
13 living children tended to use breast milk in combination with sweetened

condensed milk. Also, mothers with 1 to 2 living children weaned their



babies earlier than mothers who had more than 5 living children.

It was found tha family planning was related

. Mother who had more

' an_es more than those iho

‘Q'\\\

children made them nore 13 sye . ddition blrths.

to the number of living €
living children were

had fewer living ciili arger number of

The co h practices of

elicgible women in with the number .cf

her living children
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