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ABSTRACT

The aim of this Hiesis is e study Thal short Stories’
concerning rural social- problems in the Nertheast og‘Thailand

during 1958 =1982. The research is carried out through these

steps..

First, thé étudy reviews the develaopment of Thai sheord
stéries ébout rurdl ;social pfablems. It.is found that “this
kind of ‘Short steries ;’began te appear in Mai Meungdéem's
and Manas Janyong's warks. Stories af‘ﬁhe Northeast began to

Jappear’ imy the, works e £ Eag Khamhoraand Rom Rativan | vfwho
‘were in the MArt for'Life'r group of writersh

The second step is a study of the social conditions and
the rural social prablems'in the Northeast. . Three problems are

feund, namely,_théieconomic problem, the social status difference



' Problem, and the values and beliefs prablem.

‘Thirdly, an analysis is given on.Thai short sitories concerning
Trural social>pfablems in the Northeast which appeared between
1958 - 1982.. This.eould be found in _thé elemehts of the stories
which are the Contents-(plat; setting, and dialégue),‘Character,
‘and Theme. It isfound that Tﬁai short story writers cover all
the three prablemss Taere are &wo aspects of the economic praoblem :
living conditions ia the.Nbrtheast, and mig:gtian from the starvation
and barregness; The ¢haracters invalved in the ceonomic prablemiare

the peasani, the beggar, the cmployee and the prostitute.

In the soéial étatus_differance category, it presented tué
prablems : fhe pubiic afficiais.sefvice prablem and the economically
poyerful persons problem. The characters in‘such'sggriés are pelice
officials, hospital patients, their relatives, public health |
- officials, &ebﬁars and crediﬁars, sellers and buyers, and emplayees
and employers. In this theme, the writers want to present the
‘ negativeAeffects on sthe peasanis which resulted from+the«failure

to'perfa;m the preper duties-ef the public officials and’ the

~ economically powerful personshe -

B

In the values and (beliefs, problem category, the staries
will describe traditisnal beliefs, superétitian and lscal Qustéms;
‘and present value‘prablems abaut the prsgress‘that come with

new material objects, strangers, new culture, new jabs, and Bangkok



P

values which corrupt the Northeast peasants. The characters in this
problem area are either for or against Ghe/new values, The authors
suggest the disadvantages of irrational eénservation of old beliefs

as well as of rash adoption of new walues.

The last part of.#the.study considers the techniques in Thai
short stories coneerningsrupal social problems in the Northeast as
- follows : plot, setiing, eharacterization and na:rati@n.' It is
'found_that the writersitised these techniques. ta présent the
problems distinetlys

From this-reseérch, it is found that the rural social problems
in the Northeast have imfluenced Thai short stories writers about
subjects, themes, charactars, and techmigues, . This research may
suggest a new direction for further studies of poetry and novels
‘ concérning-rural social problems in the Northeasﬁ, or urban problems

as well as rural problems -in other parts of the country.
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