Chapter VI

CONTIRISED AND REPORTHD SPITICH

Besides the method of telling cvents by arvanging for the rcader
to listen to dircot oonversation, the author at times cmploys condensed
or reported spcech for that purpose, Condensed specch is a technigque
of abbreviating long voonversa‘bions. Perhops dho most delightful oxe
amplo is that of Mrs. Eltcals raplures!over ihc s"crawberry;picking

at Domwell Lhboy:

The whole pariy were assembled, exoepbing
Frank Churchill, who woag exnccted avery
moment from Righmomdj and Mrse Tlton, in

all her apparatug of heppiness, her large
bonnet and her basigety was very roody to
lcad the way in gathering, sccepting, of
talking ~ strawierries,; ‘and enly strai—
Lerries, could now be thoupht or spcolken ofs
~"ha best frudt in Fnsland — every Lody's
favourite - always wlhiclcmomc. = These

the Tincst beds and finest sorise w Dow
lightful to gather for-onc's self = the only
way of really enjoying theme — Morning
decidedly bthe beost timg = ncvor tircd =
gvery sort good — hauthoy infinitely superior
~ no comparison « the others hardly catable
~ hautboys very scarse ~ Chili preforred -
white wocd finest flavour of all - price of
gbrowberries in" London -- abundaniec about
Brigtol ~ Haple Grove - eultivation - beds
wacn 0 bo roncwed ~ gardenere thinking
oxaotlydifferent - ne general rulg -
gardeners never 1o be pul out of their

ey~ delicious Truld «only [too richto

be caen much'eof — inforior o chorrics =
ourrants more rcfreshing -« only objoction

to gathering strawberrics the stooping -
glaring sw - tired to death - could bear "
it no longer - must go md sit in the shade o

(Frma, chapter XLII, page 283)
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The gist of many long and %edious speeches is oonvayed here through
an abridged form of specch involving the saorifice of most of the main
verbss This not only gives the impression of a whole sequonce of
specechos without interrupiion but also mokes the reader actually =es
Mrege Dlion ~ like her logic - jerking and bending. The whole vivid
socne is tims nresenied fo us in 2 highly dramatioc f'c:c-m.1 This
passage would not be so effective if the gomversation had boen written
o in full, Here Jane fusien condenses it fo.produce 2 greater
iromic impact thon would otherwise be possiblc,

Inother usc of condsmsed @peech is to mive the impression of a
sequence of speeches withowt losing narvative paco, since it can be
combined nore readily witlunesrotive style, noking possible a free
movement from one to the obbens fn cxanple is when Catherine questions

Miss Tilney about the latten's deceascd mobhers

2

“Har she a very charming woman? Fag she
handsome? Was there any sioture of her in
the Lbbey? Ind why had she been s0 partial
to that grove? Uas it frowm dejection of
spirits?? - were cuestions now eagorly
pourced forths '~ the first three received

a ready affirmaitive, the twe othera were
passed hy; and CGatherine's interest in

the deceaged Mrs. Tilney augmented with
every question, whether onaweredgpor not,

(Northaszer| Abloy, ghantor ZXIX, pare 104)

P8 e s

The context.mokes it perfectly-olear, thal, Gotherinets samer sucstions

were agked and answerod, or not answered, separately. The novelist
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5.p, Burrows, Janc Austen's Fmma (Sydney: 1968), pp. 126-127.
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has chosen do present them as & single spooch, instcod of o long diae
loguc partly 4o avoid a "protracied ding-dong® oonversation and partly
to cmphasize the horoinets curiosity, and to gain speed for the narras
‘bive.z These arc notes on a dialoguc rather then the dialoguc itsclfy
we are loft to infor Miss Tilngy's reply and to rcoomsiruct the orie
ginal form of Catherine's questions. Tho nassage, while gaining
eoonolyy, docs not lose dramatic guality; iy hms o liveliness which
normal dircet specch would laoks
&b times reportod comversation is wsed in Hlace of direct

speech: in order to abbrovizicwhat wonld otherwise be rather tediously
convenlional dialogues; for oXaanle, Jane jfuston shooses to report
William Collin's conversation with Hrs. Bennet on his first viseit $o
Lengbourn, rathor than to present a full dircet dislogue:

Ho had not been long scaled beforeiho come—

plincanted Mrs. Bonnet o having so fine a

Pamily of daughtors, said he had heard much’

of their beauby, but thatl, in this inetence, -

famc had fallen short of the truth; and added,

that he 4id not doubt her sceins them all in

duc time well ‘disnoscd of in marriase.

(Pride and Prejudice, chapter XIIT, pagc 43)

Ot RPesegy

Inother cxample isywhen Bdward, Fervars,eomes /o visit the
Dashwoods ab Barton, Collese; He is 80 diffident, s¢ hesitant, so
cool that Tlinor.canuot help.comtrasting this-bchavior with that.of the

Tdward she rapembers from Vorland, " f11 of this ies mado clear almost
W RIRS E F K S A re kX AN E R e

2 marow righty The Novels of Janc fusten (Middlosoxs 1962),
Pe 107«



at onoe in a short paragraph of roported conversaiiong

«+s(Elinor) forced hersolf, after a momont's
recollcetion, to welcome him, with a lock
end mamey that were almost casy, and almost
open; and another struggley anothor effort
still improved them.’ She would not allow

the prosence of Lugy, nor tho consciousncss
of somc injustice towerds herseclf, to deter
her from saying that sho waa happy to sco him,
and that she had very mueh regreticd boing
from home, when he oalled before in Berkeley—
stroot.

TR W WD

(Sense_and Senpibilify, chapior XXXKIV, pam 245)

There are two obvious advantafcs o this repor‘ted; convorsation: in
the first place, tho reador is epaved o dislosus which could hardly
be interesting; in the second, the author presents the paragraph from
Elinorfs vicwpoint so thad the heroine’s weaction cem be olearly per-

ceived by the roadere Morgever, later, the Edmond-Luoy relationship
3

will cxplain his diffidence hercs
Inother occasion for reportod syccch is when lir, Joln Dashwood

pays a belated oall on Mrs. Jennings in Borkelev—strech:

s visit was duly paid. He oamc with a
protence at an apology from their (Blinorts
" and Marianne's) gister-in-law, fer not coming

$oo; "butbl she was g0 nueh)enzaged wirlhrher
mothor, that really. she had no leisuvre Tor
going any, wherc." lMrs. Jennings, howcver,
assurcd him direetly, thelsshe should not
ghand aupon eeramony s Lfor they mere el
obusing, ov somcthing lilo ity and she
shdhld certainly wall on Mrs, Jolm Dasiwood
very soon, and bring her misters 4o see hore
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His mamncrs to Shom, though calm, werc perfectly
kind; to lirs. Jonnings most attentively oivil;
and on Colonel Braudon's coming in soon after
himsclf, he oyed him with a curiosity whioh
scomed to say, that he only wanted o lmow him
to be richy Yo be equally civil to him.

(Sense and Sonsibility, ohapier XIXIIT, page 230)

The intontion of this reported convaersation is not to give the ime
pression of an entire conversabion, but simply to prosent the thought
of tho characters. From this comversabion alone, the reader is able
t0 wndergtand a good deal aboub John Dashwood and about Mra. Jenningst
the formerts civility and iie limids, the latterfs insensitivity to
the mast tronsparent kind of czouss . and her goo&—;bnartec'mess. The
thin ground of Jolm Daglwroodfs eivility is exposcd only at the end of
the paragraph, and the reader ig forecd to thialk back on what has gone
bofore. Doubtloss he is oivil, bub not from a wholly pure motive.4
To spoll ou’ a dialogue of this/length plus the authorial comment,
usging the normal direct specch-would produce a pagsare of considerable
longthie BPut by using reporfcd speech, tho author is able {o retain
the flavour of direct oonversation a.nd‘ the illusien of social relation-;
ships while similtancously prosenting her judgment on the characters.
The achiovoment of this reperied speech s not only’ one of-econcmy buk
also of dramatic vividnoess.

Purthiexiore,) at) times) Jarie Avston lefiploye |\ rGrortad spcach
instead of ddrect specoh to avoid shiftins attention from a character

im focus to another cherseter whe is not for the %time Leinsg the centor
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of attontion: Onc oxamplce is the oxiremely brief mention of Emmats
disolosurc to Harrict that she has oomploiely misunderstood Hre. Eltonts
intentionas
The confossion oompletely renewed hor first
shame ~ and the sight of Harrict's toars wmade
her think that she should nover be in chayity
with horself again.

(Boma, chapter XVII, page 124-122)

¢ & e

A1 this is narrated in a singlc sentonoce, with the briefest mention
of Harrietts tears. In this way, the author avoids ghifting the .-
readerts attontion away frem lmma by bringing Jarriet and hor feeling
to the cendor of the stages

Inothor example whigh seoms to»demancl a different explanation
is when llarianne, having sprained howr ankley iz roscued by the handsome
Hilloughhy« #Willoughby avpears {from noubiere, offcrs his scrvices,
carries hor home, iniroduces himself to hor surmyrised mothor snd
sistors, oxchanges socigl pleasantrics, and is enthusisstically dis--
cussed afbor his leave—feking., 11 this is reporied without using a
word of direct speech. Though tThe whole episode misht casily have
beoome a substantial end dramatic conversation, Jenc Austen deli-
berately avoids using dircct speeoh bocause it would have dbeen difficuld
for her $o dovelop suck a socnc without slipoing into parody {the
sifuation sentiing many ‘of | the. dnaredients of the kind of rémantic
fiction which she haz frequently ridiculed both in the early chaplers
of this semc novel and in Northangzer A‘bbey), and it is important for

the fubtuwre development of the Harianne-tillovghby story that the reader



should not be discourased ot tho outset from taking the episoae
serie:»usly.B

Lastly, indirect speech may be delibverately used in conirast
to direcot speech forming part of the same paragraph to suggest the
different attitudes of two spoakors. Thus, whon Mrs. Benmet {on the
first page of Pride and ljr‘o.j}ldioe) prosges her wnwelcome attentions

DITIRT =t -t S - A

upon her husband, his coolness is suggesied by the indircet forms

"My dear Mr, Bermme®™ said his lady to him one
dzy, “have youwheard that Nathorficld Park is
lct at laste®

Ere Benned repided that be had not,

(Pride and Prejudigo,/chapter I, page 1)

Inother cxample cecuns in Imme wiien lMrs. Glton offusively
quostions Jancj her officious anxiedy wevealod in dircct spcech
is in oontrast to the quict Tegiraint of Jana's reply in the less
dramatio, reported forms

"Iy dear Jine, whalt is this I hear? « Going
to the nost-offiec in the rainl ~ this muss
not be, I assurc you. -~ You sad girl, how
could you do such a thing? - It is a sim

I was not thoresto take carc ofyou.™

Jane| vory patiently assured her that sho
had notggaught any cold.

(Bmay chapton, ZEIVy pop 1235)

Janc fusten is probably the first novelist to pay so much
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5Joseph ‘Hesenfarth, The Frrand of Form (Wew York: 1967),
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attention o the various possibilities of condensed and reported
speeche 48 pointed out in this chapter, these forms of speech may
stem from the wish of the suthor to keop a character in the background,
or to abbreviatc what would otherwise be a todious and mneoessary
dialoguc, or ‘o prescrve narrative speed, or to avoid repciition of

what has already been rclated at some

AU INENTNEINS
AN TUNNINGAY
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