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Phegis Title PookpeesThe Poll Tax Collection from the Chinese
during Pengliol: Pericd

Hame - liv, Sonsalr Chusewetd Co.

3

‘hesis Advisor BAssccicte Profecsor Titima Fhitakpraiven

Department Fistory
Leadenic Year 1980

ABCTRACT

During I73G.& 1910 & great number of Chinese immigrante
came tc Thailand, @enerally, thece Chinese inclé&ing their born
descendants, were not hound by the Thrai system iike those other
ethnic groups such ag the Cambodiaps, the Laos, the lions or the
Durnese, Therefore, the Chinesc were ifreecmen in Thai societly amd
were neither under control 6f =ay pations nor ﬁuder obligations
of the Fhrai ocysbem, However, the Chinmese wefe treated oo Thal
subjects and they were obliged Vo pay taxes for example land tax
end orchard tax, lilte those other ethnic groups under ‘the Fhrai
systen. Ioreovery the Chinesec exclusively had to. pay a épecial

_ kind of nclly tax generally kmown as "Poclmec’,

thie” to/~the! differences of treatment betieenn | the Chinese
and other ethnic groups under the Phrai system, the invectigation
of thic thecis was concentrated on the study of circumstances and

conditions favourable to the Chinese who moved around Thei scciety

i

¢ freemen, The theesis slso studied the collection of poll teax o
find out vhether it cerved the governmenit?s meed in Zoxm of corvee

lebour or in form of fiscel benmefit and hov this syctem enabled



the goverrment to keep the Chincse under comtrol. -

The study reveeled thet the demand of labour to supply
the eipe.nsion of production and commerce cauced the laclk of labour
in Thai society. £Ls the local labourers were tied up v..-:i'l';h the
Fhrai systém, the Chinese immigrents, sc free lsbourers could

4 i T
vC RSO0

well serve the need., The goverrmend mever ablemptel
these Chinece into the Phrai sysitem or'mace them corvee labour,
EesidesA, the Chinese immipretion in gemeral was temporal because
these neonle did not iatemd %o gebble dowm ir Thai society,

Their ctetus ac ¥recnan differentiaited then Irom other ethric
groups and also provided them em opvortunity to tele pgrt in Thai

economics, society and administrotion, Eome of thece Chinese

irmigrants consequently became members of Thai socity,

As for the collection of poll tax, it was Zound that
"Pookpee’ vas only e kind of revemues carming directly ccllected
from the non~-foreign cubieet Chinece dmmigrantc, The studies

on rules, lavs, methods, management end reoult of this collection
diccloced that the government mainly wanted o obtein ficcal benefit
more ther to gein coryvee labsur or directly contzolling the Chinecze,
The collectior of poil tax or “Pookpeall, hovevgr, corld help the

e 0
g

govermmernt to ‘ascertain thete({hinese who| vere Thai subjects,
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