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AESTRACT

It is the puppose/ofl the present researcher to conduct
a study on the stoTy #nd roles of Kama as the God ;f love,
as he is always merdtioned in almost every literary work of
the romance type in Thailand. Data pertinent $0 him are

gathered from Sanskrit literature and they are then analysed

and presented in the form of a thesisg,

The sourceés of the data include in particular the
. - "
Rgveda, the Atharvaveda, the Mahabharata, the Harivamsa and

various Puranas.
L J

It idl/found that in the Rgaveda, Kema is merely an
abstrabtien.” |Hel i's 1ater mentioned)in the Atharvaveda as a
powerful god. His proper role as the God of love is an
important theme in Sanskrit Kavyas and many Purﬁ?as. His
most important epigode as the God of love is described at

length in various Puranas when he tried to ignite the flame



: z
of love between the '‘god Siva and the goddess Parvati.

The attempt resulted in the burﬂ&ng of his body by .the
flame flashing from éiva's—third eye, hence his name

" Ananga", the bodiless. He was however granted a boon by
éiva so that he would be reborn és a son ;f Kfishga and

Rukmini, by the name of Pradyumne, who would be a great

warrior.

Tn Buddhism, K&me is identical with Mara who made
a futile effort to.dissuade the Buddha from attaining the

supreme. enlightenments

In Thai liferature, the name Kama is found mentioned
in an old stone inseription of Sukhothai period. From the
Ayudhye period on he is referred to as a god with a beautiful
figure. 'But the most vivid and authoritativa description
of Kama in Thai is undoubtedly that by King Rama VI. in the
appendices to his works adapted from episcdes taken out of

the Indian literature.
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