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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study Indo-Aryan wedding
customs in the Vedic period, which began approximately 3,500 years
ago. In those days the /Aryans migrated and settled in the north -
western part of India, then moved to the eastern part and finally
settled in the basin of the central part of the country. At this
ancient timé, the institution of marriage was firmly established
in Indian society as recorded in the Rig-Veda and other Later—Sa@hités,
viz. Yajur-Veda, Sama-Veda, Atharva-Veda, ineluding Brahmagas and
Upani§ads. |

Also thi& thesis aims [to present some concepts on the rela-

tionship between Indian and Thaiswedding customs.

References ‘and data‘are gathered from various texts of the
Vedic age, particularly the Rig-Veda, and Atharva-Veda, and also from
the Grihya-Sitras or manuals of domestic rituals which were composed
later. Furthermore, the bocks written by Indian and other scholars

were studied and compared.



The thesis is organized into six chapters.

The first chapter, the introductory part, discusses the thesis

title and research methods.

The second chapter summarizes the packground of Indian society
in the Vedic period. This will give a/simple understanding of Indian

customs.

The third chapterrin gereral describes the idea of marriage
such as the purpose of marrizge, marriage life, forms of marriage,

rules of marriage, and marpiage obligations.

The fourth chapter emphasizes the rituals in the age of
Rig-Veda, Atharva-Veda, and Brahmanas. so as to indicate the develop-

ment of customs.

The fifth chapter analyzes the origing of the wedding ceremony
as well as the reasons and meanings of some ritudls, followed by some

comparisons in the wedding customs of the Indians and the Thais.

The last-ichapter .comprises conclusiohs which point out the
importance of wedding customs and suggest ‘the studies of these
customs imtherpost-Vedie period, as, well.as collections’of other
customs relating to ways of 1iving so as to make such ‘¢ustom studies

as this thesis more comprehensive.
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