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ABRSTRACT

Constructiofi of sThailand's national highways in the past
has been primarily aimed to facilitate tramsportation which would
have in turn, generated regional ecomomic growth as well as
expansion. But construction of each highway usually involved
the exploitation of fertile forest tthich with inevitably have
considerable impact upon the areas concerned. That is clearing
the forest for agriculture will increase dramatically due to the
influx of the people. Humanvsettlements will-dlso develop,
expecially along both sides ofAthe highways. The more densely-
populated settlementsiwill locate near the highwayslwhile the

. more sparsely-populated jones will locate furtherﬁaway. The size$ 
pf the settlements will depend upbn seQeral factors, e.8.» thé
richness of the matural fesources,';he kind and the nature of the

existing transportation network in the vicinity, etc.

Central to this thesis is the study of the impact of the
construction of the national highﬁay numbér 317 ( Chanthaburi-Sakae:

having upon changes in land use pattern, human settlements and



the community system that developed after such construction.
This thesis also studies the trends of human settlements, related
problems as well as offering suggestions about the directions for

future development of the settlements around the areas.

The main finding is that the construction of the highway
did have considerable impact upon the growth and the expansion of
the adijacent districts,_that is, the pattern of Land-use had been
markedly transformed, agficultural areas have been expanded and
human settlements have deveéloped around these areas. The more
densely populated areas have been established as new sanitary
districts and would act as administrative gnd commercial centres
for the surounding areas. The existing sanitary tended to grow
or expand at slower rate and their roles as the centres. contrary
to those of the new ones, have been diminishing. Déspite the
changes in Land-use pattern which had some impact upon the expansion
of agricultural areas which, din Luld, had direct impact upon the
economic growth of the adjacent districts, ecologicall, Land-use
in some areas has not been fully utilized. However, these exist-
areas where Human settlement may develop. Finally, this thesis
will discuss problems associated with the settlements, suggest some
solutions for future Land-use and propose guidelines, for the

development of the study areas.
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