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...My sincere desire is now consolidate my peaceful, and friendly

relations with'all other states, jand especially with my two great

neig‘nbours...hJ
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There was the guestion of the Guarantee to be settled, about
which negotiations were now beginning. . That, at all events, should
be settled first..if he ecame; but from the political point of view,
he much doubted the wisdom of His Majesty coming to Europe before
his country had timé tosscttle down, and get into ordery... It

would almost appearsas if he were coming round to appeal ad.
misericordium (to provoke pity) to the various Powers £ of Europe,
after having suffered @ very savered loss at the hands of the French.

Would if not be better to wait for a year longer before coming over...
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...The King went on to_say that he desired to live on the best
of terms both FEngland and Franée and he asked me“to inquire
whether Her Majesty's Government would be inclined to enter an
agreement with France, Germany and Russia to guarantee the
independence ofi\Siam...and he thought it would be 4.'good move

as against possible French aggression...m
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...I1t supposed to me_that existing agreement of 1896 between
England-France and Segret—/ Arrangement between England and Siam
under King and his €ountyy sufiiciently secure against foreign
aggression. Under ajguarantee of four Powers, such as suggested,
the King of Siam would be less independent than he is now. It
would lead to each Power claiming some influence in the administra-
tion of the country and contrast beckening between them which would

not be for the benefit of Siam...
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...But circumstances arel very different mow from what there
were in 1893. It is true that Siam has not developed her
means of resistance against foreign aggression, and this is
very unfortunate. But naxt to England, and next to Russia's
personal sympathy for your‘ﬂajesty, and Your iMajesty’s family,

there is a third power which has the greatest interest in the

e. F.0. 69/227 Salisbury-Greville 23 April 1899,
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preservation of Siam's independence and integrity, namely Germany,
and it is unlikely that M. Delcasse...without being sure before-

hand that Powers will not object and that he will not run the risk

o)
of a new Fashoda...
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...0n this point, our discussion was purely academic, but 1 took

occasion to repeat that we had not intervened France and Siam,

hoping that matters would not proceed so far as to demand our
intervention in any shape or form... ®
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...There is no dispute that a certain amouat of anti English

feeling exists in 5danm g of has been created there by recent

events...
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...England will not be drawn into a war with France or with any

nation by ano'ther nation. If she will fight, she will choose

her own line to fight. There are many things we can ask and
get from England but not a promise...
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.I will not tell you all that I think of the arrangement but I
You will understand me
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will tell you some for/l can’t shelp it.

{f I ugse the idium "Half a loaf is better than no loaf at all,..”
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with England, I havesnot much to fear of her insincerity, and

+9 0

as the lMalay Peninsula is opem to be attacked by many other Powers,

the convention would be good in all its way.
...the Conventton ought™ to-extend jtonall ~the unguaranteed portions

of Siam...
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...We had got the Secret Treaty of 1897 which was sufficient for
our purposes, and I failed to see why we should be asked to get
rid of that Treaty, and to negotiate a'new one (which, if it
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give us less than we had exActly), merely imorder to save the

French Treaty from shipwreck...
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...What has heen mgst admirable in the policy of the British
Government in reference to Siam and one of the reasons why

Great Britain now ©ccupies so influential a position in the
country, is the pragtical method which it has applied to the

solution of the problems which have arisen between the two

countries...
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Edward Strobel, 11 September 1905.
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of Your country need any support from Russia, you must only write
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The Kings & Governments in Europe have not.always the same

ourself, in as much as you can master public

power as you have y
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opinion in your country, and have the sole control of it....I1 know

that the Emperor of Russia is your most devoted friend as you are

his,...But have you put the following question before yourself,

Would the Emperor's Consideratioms for Siam and your case, exceed

the consideration due by him to France, and in case of complications

could he do more than his personal influence?...would not his advisers

condider it their first duty to pressure the present relation to

France?...
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