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ABSTRACT

Manpower was . considered of great importance to society
since such a problem && lack of manpower was of general occur-
rence of the past. Thus the coentrol on manpower was indispen-
sable to the-security of each kingdom.. . The Thai kingdoms,
ranging fromLanna, Sukhothai, Ayudhya to Bangkok, all had
"the Phrai System" as their implements of manpower management.
The system.in .guestdeny jas) the productseftits environment,
develcoped, itself from managing and consc?ipting manpower to
goyerning, the kingdom; reaping benefits andti1sd determining
status of people in Society. "The Phrai System™ had therefore

become the fundament of Thai society for hundreds of years.

This thesis aims at the study of changes in "the
Phrai System' of Bangkok period, starting from the foundation

-of Bangkok in 1782 to the reign of King Chulalongkorn (1868-1910)



as well as their consequences on Thai society, especially the
reformation in the reign of King Chulalongkorn. The system
formed by rulers, the factors causing such changes, the way of
changing, the.rulers' policy to solve problems concerning this
system and phrai's reaction agaimst the system are all taken

into consideration.

Tﬁe studv.reveals the failure of '"the Phrai System"
to yield any solmtions, fo the problem of lacking manpower.
The system itself had numbers of shortcomings; the king did
not obtain absolmte power whieh was discordant to the law.
The king, in theory, was considered the supreme patron of the
kingdom but in practice princes or nobles took control of man-
power, The service of phrai had tendency to render profits
tc these patrons rather than to the kimgdom. Moreover the
systen becaﬁe inefficient because of the violation of the
rules and regulations, and to persuade peoPie to obey and
follow its rules .and ;regulations, by, means .of reducing some of
them threw the system into confusion which was of hindrance to
thewgovernnents ~The shoentcomings-of sthe system in question
made; King Chulalongkorn aware of the urgent need for moderni-
zation by replacing "the Phrai System' with other western

systems.
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