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ABSTRACT

Maize is one of. the most important economic crops of the
country and its demand both in Théi;and and abroad is increasing.
Due to limitation in cultivated areas, theluse of the best and up
to standard maize seed is ﬁhe neceééégy factor in increasing the’
yield by 10-50 % per rai,/ This would improve the guality of the
grain ahd reduce costs such as the cost of seeds, labour, time,
pesticide and fertilizer, which in tugn woudd-help betfer income

for farmers.

The objectivesof this thesigs/is to study the cost of production
of maize seed, Suwan 1j in 1983/84; The study'on the cost of production
of maize foundation seed was ‘based on the productién at the Thai National
Corn and 'Sorghum Research Center'while!the study on the ‘cost of produc-
tion of certified maize seed was based on the production of the Exteﬁsion

Center 1, 2, 4 and 5 of the Department of Agricultural Extension.

The study revealed that the'cost of production of mqizé founda~
tion seed was 2,710.45 Baht per rai and 7,56 Baht éer kilogram. Labour
éost averaged approximately 36.35% of variable cost., The yield per rai
was 345,80 kilograms. The cost of production of certified maize seed

per kilogram was 14,20 '15.33 12,81 and 13.84.atExtension Center -

. .
. .



1 2 4and5 respectivély,‘making an averagé cost of 14.12 Bant
per kiloéram. The cost of purchésing.seeds from the contract farmers
amounts to about 22.17 percent of the totél cost, The average yield

. per rai was 216,13 kilograms. However it was found that the total
production of maize seed is insufficient comparing to the demand.
Therefore, thé government should promote production of standard maize; '
seed both in the private and government sectors;. In price selling,

_the government shouldralso consider the cost of maize seed produced

by private sector.

=

Major Problemssemncountered in maize seed production are problems

in cultivation, preduction and market distribution,

To solve these prob}ems, close cooperations among all concerned}
both\govetnment and ‘private sectéfs;:are needed, The following are sdme
recommendations and solutions to the problems, |

1. ' Government should provide farmers with knowledge in proper
utilizatioﬁ and; cultivation-of-maize-seed—in-Crder to improve the yield

- of maize production,

2. Governmentsshould havefa' clear cut policy concerning
production jand|€upply (0f| standard maize seed to ernsure continuous
participation of seed produqers from thésprivate sector, Aﬁ the early
stage when production of maizel seed! from the private sector cannot yét__
meet the demand, the government should be the major supplier but when
private sector's production can meet the demand the government should

not ‘then compete with private sector,

3. Seed produceré should be'aware of the cost of production and
the quality of their seeds, ‘Tﬁe reduction in the éoét of production‘wouldu
reduce selling price, thus énable maize seed to be more available to
farmers, whiie consistént good quality of seeds will gain farmers'

cénfidénCe.whichlwould then enlarge their maize seeds business.
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