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ABSTRACT

The aim and objeet of the present thesis are to study the
concept and practice off Chakrnavartin Kingship as found in Pali and
Sanskrit literature. Chakravartin Kingship was the ideal system
of aﬁministration originally expounded and practised in ancient
India., The idea, along with.Hindu and Buddhist culture, spread
to many parts of the world including Siam. That the Thais in
Siam have been influenced by the concept of Chakravartin Kingship
from the very beginning of their corporate lifg in the land now
known as‘Thailan&, can be seen in many of our ancient books and
chronicles. The, Tri Bhum Phra Ruang(or TE BHUMI KATHA), one of
the earliest literary-works 'of-the Thaisy-bears ample evidence to
this fact. Right through our history wé& ‘have writings, both in
verse.ané prose, 'extolling the virtues' of Chakravartin Kings., .

As a matter of fact many of our popular kings and rulers have been
referred to by the title of "Chakrapat" which is the Thai deriva-

tion of the Sanskrit "Cakravartin",



The thesis is divided into 11 chapters as follbws :

Chapter I ¢ Introduction : Origin of the Concept; object

of the Research; Its Use and Its Method.
Chapter II : Monarchy and Its Development.
Chapte; III : The Synonyms of Chakravartin.
Chapter IV : The Names of Chakravartin Kings.
Chapter V @ Attributes of Chakravartin Kings.

Chapter VI : Obsgrvances (Vepatas) of Chakravartin Kings;

King's Rule (Rajadharma)j Chakravartin Observances in Thai Literature,

Chapter VII : Seven Ratnas (Valuables)'belonging to

Chakravartin Kings.

Chapter VIII : Territories of Chakravartin Kings; World,

continents and India:

Chapter IX : Conditions in the Lands Ruled by Chakravartin
Kings.

Chapter X '3, Chakravartin Kings in Thai Literature.

Chapter  ¥XI' : wConclusion and Suggestionsi

The essence of the thesis lies in éhg pregentation of a
form of administration that is based on moral and ethical prin-
ciples. It alsb attgmpts toe throw light on rulers'Qho tried to
conquer the world by righteousness and were prepared to sacfifice

themselves and their interests for the welfare of the world.
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