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Abstract,

This study isson the women's status in urban societies
based on the attitudesior/percéptions of students from Chulalongkorn
University and Ramkamhaeng University on the status of women, their
responsibilities and equality between men and women in urban

societies,

The aim of the study is to make a comparison between the
attitudes of male and female students towards wofien's status and
the differences in attitudes due to family background and the fields
of study of the respondents. The objective is to study the changes
in the role of women apd the trends in the development of the roles
of women in the future'societies, i.e., their status and responsib-

ilities by using theattitudes/of . the University 'students as the

basic indicator of those changes.

Results of the study are as follows :

(1) The male students attach less importance to women's
status than the female students, i.e., 52.9% of the male respondents

do so as opposed to the 73.7% of the female respondents.



(2) .A greater number of social sciences students accept
the equality of the role of men and women than the sciences students.
That is 19.8% of thé social sciences students as opposed to 12.1 of
the sciences students. Noticeably however, the percentage share of
the students of both fields who do accept women's equality are sfill
4proportionally small and the ﬁajority of the students still think
that the women aré still in a more disadvantaged'position than men

in many ways.

(3) Students fromdifferent social and economic backgrounds
do have a difference in opinicn in the role of women both in the
family level and in the societal level. The belief that women have
equal rights to men seem to /diminish in relation to the level of
income and expenditure, i.e., the-higher the income the less the

belief in women's equality.

(4) The respondents who come from provinces other than
Bangkok appear to have a more negative attitudeS towards-the women's
role in society. That is these respondents believe that the status
‘of women as well as tHeszole they play' in society.are still much
inferior £o men. [‘Women are not allowed to.do a'number of things
and equality between men and women are only in legal terms and not

in practice.

(5) All the respondents irrespective of their social and
economic backgrounds want to see the ideal women as women should be
able to participate as actively as men in decision making both at _

i
the family level and at the broader societal level.



In suﬁmary, the role and the status of women in society
today are still much inferior to men. Despite the fact that the
laws of the country clearly states that women have equal rights to
men but in practice, society has not sufficiently opened up to allow
women to enjoy such rights. 1In some aspects of life, social norms
still determine what women could and could not do particularly, the
issues of women's relationship with/ mén; as seen in the negative
sanctions that society impose on;women who are believed to have
relationship with men before marriage Such conducts are however,

quite accepted on men's part.
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