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## C630651 :.MaJOR SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY
KEY WORD: PHI PAKAM/ ANCESTOR SPIRITS/ THAI-KOUY/ MAHOUT/ SURIN

SOMMATI CHINNAK : PHI PAKAM : THE BELIEF IN ANCESTOR SPIRITS OF
THAI-KOUY (SOAI) MAHOUT, SURIN PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISCR : -
2SS0. PROF. AMARA PONGSAPICH, Ph.D., 276 pp. ISBN 974-634-321-1

The study of "Phi Pakam.: the Belief in Ancestor Spirits of
Thai-Kouy (Soai) Mahout, Surin Province! describes different aspects of the
belief of Thai-Kouy Mahout by tracing hlstorlcal account of the belief, and
their relation with the changing social structure.

i Pakam is the spirit inhabiting in the
phants) respected by mahouts and

the Phi Pakam; the Prakroo
(teacher of Mahouts) and ancestors of the elephant shaman
family. They Believes th ful and can bring people good or
bad luck. Therefore, ™FhHey usual ceremony to worship Phi Pakam.
Furthermore, the bel# ak .&.&mmd among other local ethnic
groups who keep elepha i 1 i hi Pakam appears in the
royal elephant-related 3 ith B qhnanlstlc belie?, tha local
ethinic groups who wogéh: ’akam ) ﬁxg; Branmin god associated with

First, it was found tha
Nang-Pakam (noose for catchin
elephants keepers. There

Secondly, i - i between the beiief in Phi Pakanm
and family power strugfuzg. el ' akam is transfered to senior
c and leads all ritual
activities of Phi Pak '

Thirdly, it wa
the social and economic
Phi Pakam helps controi
and seniority system.
syncretism of Therawves
the comnmunities.

‘the belief in Phi Pakam reZiects
cormunities. The belief :in

ssbehaviour of the fzmily members,

56 demcnstrates ths

he beliefs in spirits of

-
The bel;et

-
S

Neverthele;EI Phi Pakam belief and ritgjl which still exist today
fulfil the nendo of K%?y comnunltles t,2 levels. At the community/family

level, belief ions. Rites cf passage
of family mem ] »fg Bv i s ermore worship of

Phi Pakam is d prior to leav1ng"he v1llage on an elephant urban
trip (pa chang

ai thlew) for successful tydp. At the 1Eﬂ1v1aual leve
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