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Thesis Title : A Study of the Status of University Librarians

in Thailand
Name : Mrs, Yuwadee Pitak
Department : Library Science
Academic Year : 1976
ABSTRACT.
The purposes of sthis research are: |) fo study the

present status of univegsity |librarians with an emphasis on factors
affecting the status; 2) fc asséss the attitudes towards the status
and the needs concerning the status of dibrarians and 3) to
convince administrators of professional librarians' role so that
their status will berecognized as well as some other

professions.

Methods used insthis study are documentary research and
simple sampling., Siatistical data are gathered by means of inter-
view and questionnaire of which 220 were sent to all prefessional

| ibrarians,

Findings reveal that:

88,57% of the librarians are female at the average age of

30,17, Based on 1974 Civil Service Act only 9,05% and 3,81% of



the librarians are firsi and speciad grade officials.respectively,

while 55.71% are the second grade,

Of all who work in the libraries, 64,297 are appointed
librarians and subject specialists and thus are not entitlied to the

treatment the faculty have,

Oniy 37.14% of ihe"librarians have earned a master's degree
or higher either in Librany S;ience or in other subject fields,
All 7 head librarians of #he central libraries have at least a
master's degree in Librany Science. | lnorder To‘earn a higher
degree and to acquire higher academic status, most of the
librarians or 63.81%, éxpecf toscontinue their study, either in
vLibrary Science or in other Subject fields. Oniy 16.42% of the
63,81% feel pressure to work fowards the doctorate degree in
Library Science., 35:;24% of the librarians are entaged in formal
Teaching. In-service fraining, research and publications and other
professional activitiest in, the field are so small and limited in
number, Onily 26.67% ¢of the |ibrarians have published contributions,
44,76% are members of the professional assceiations and®30,00% .

serve on universitylacademic committees.

The study aisc reveals that more than half of the
librarians or 50,72% earn 1,750-2,100 baht a month, Those whose

salary reach 4,335 baht or more are rather small in number and they



are also appointed faculty members.

Based on the Position Classification System, most
librarians who are neither administrators nor experts can reach at
the most only level 5 in the income bracket of P,C,, while the
facuity are in the 6 and 7 income bracket¥, .Regarding other
privileges and benefits, librarians get fewer Than do the faculty

and this results in libparian shortage.

Recommendations ares | |). The central university library
should adept an academic form of governance and the librarians'
status should be similar fo that of the faculty; 2) In the
university where the teaching of Library Science is conducted,
qualified librarians should alsc be rotated to Teaching positions;
3) Library services should bé improved to the fullest benefit of
the institution's edlcational policy; 4) Librarians‘ self improve-
ment through advanced education, participation in educational
enterprises and professichal activitiés, research work and
publications shouldibe.encouraged; 5)(Librarians should form an

academic body for their professional development and cooperation,
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