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ABSTRACT

It is the purpose of the present thesis to conduct a study of
hun Borom, a Thai literary work from the Northeast, both in its form
and contents. The study beginms with a description of extant palm-leaf
manuscripts of the text and subsequent works on the subject by modern
scholars. It was a poetical composition of the legend by an author,
who was either a monk or an ex-monk, employing a kind of meter
prevalent in that part of the country, and committed to writing in
Thai-Noi alphabets between the 21St and’ the 23rd century of the Buddhist

era.

Chapter 3 begins with cosmology. The univérse comprises the
world of gods (Thaen), the world of men and hell. Gods who lived in
heaven created all the universe and sent Khun Borom and his retinue
down from heaven to live on earth as the king of the world. Men,
animals and plants are described as coming out of a gigantic gourd
(Namtau Pung). The organiéation of the social system follows with the

increase of the population.



Chapter 4 deals with the various roles of men, namely the king,
the civil servants and the general populaée. Functions of members
of a family, namely parents, sons, daughters, husbands and wives, are
also given, with emphasis on the role of the wives. The treatment of

various classes of people follows the Buddhist teaching.

Chapter 5 gives a short account ©f the contents and a short
historical analysis with its chronological presentation. This chapter
also describes the beauty of thewriting style and its metrical form
It is found that the language. s simple, with limited vocabulary and

its narrative aspect is good.

Chapter 6 is thegconclusion. It is found that the migration of
oral tradition Khun Borom and his retinue had an historical basis which
was transmitted down by oral tradition. It attempts to explain certain
social facts. The birth of men from thé gourd is not only an explanation
of the difference of ‘men's skin colors, which results in a peaceful

co-existence of people in this region.
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