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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this.research were:

To evaluate the Chinese heroic or "semi-classic” stories
in order to feorm guidelines in the book selection process concerning
this type of stories$

To study Chinese characteristics reflecting in the context
concerning the social conditions, cultures, traditional beliefs,
and life philosophy of the Chipe%e people in order to help in the
library reference services;r

To stimulate the publishers to see the importance of taking
into considerations themmerit values.of the Chinese heroic stories
chosen for pubiication; and

To indicate to the trdnslators of good cha;acteristics to

be used as' criteria fdr the'choice 'of appropriate 'stories to be

trahslated.



The Procedures of the research were:

1. Choosing the best-sellers Chinese heroic stories during
1978 - 1979_(B.E. 2521 - 2522 published at least twice and the
total sale statistics was over 55,000 copies) to form a list.

(39 stories)

2. Preparing 60 sets of questionnaires, each included the
list of best-sellers 'to send to the 60 readers randoﬁly chosen to
ask for their choice of stories considered to be famous and worth-
while reading.

3. Fifty-eight completed questionmaires were returned
(96.67 %) Twelve stories (ezch had been picked up by at least
30 readers) were chosen as samples “for the e§a1uation,

4., Constructing an evaluation form through reading reééarch
and other literatuve and asking opinions from, réaders, tra.
and experts in Chinese literature,

5. Reading the 12 Chinese heroic stories to evaluate
according to the criteris .formed.and analyzed-the data to be

presented in percentage.
The resulits'c¢ould bellconciuded ds [thd followings:

The mein plots of the Chinese heroic stories were revengeful
obligation and loyalty to friends, faﬁily qnd the institutions.
Many subplots were reasonably and interestingly interwoven and mainly
representing the darker shade of humzn nature, The writing style

was descriptive to lead the story along and to personalize the



fictit,ouss characters, The leading characters were mostly round,
The leading 5good" characters fervently adheréd to moral values and
developed the expertise in fighting. The were brave warriors spending
their lifetime to help others in di;tress.

The leading "bad" characters were mostly presented as cunning
and clever crooks., Most of the stories wére happily ended.

As for the positive values9 the most found were Chiness
proverbs and sayings; philesophical mottos and traditional principles,
, cultural aand traditlonal practlcés in thL use of language and the
pursued profession;y social wvalues in the leading of lives and the
struggles . of man,

As for the readerg' points of view, the majority were in
accord in their statement of reading for pieasure. The most preferred
plot was that concerning ideological conflicts, philosophy, and
emotion., The readers also agreed tﬁat the Chinese heroic stories were
distinguished in the teaching of moral values and bhilosophical

presentation,
Recommendations are as |(follows:

1./ Chinese proverbs, mottos, culture, custom and\any  knowledge.
which are unfamiliar to the Thai readers shouild be explained or
compared with what are well~-known te those readers for them to

understand better.,



-2, Tne preface by the authors or the translators representihg
the views and criticism on theé stories should be presented in order
to guide the readers and the librarians in their selection and to bg
used as resourceful knowledge concerning the Chinese heroic stories,

3. Bibliogr;phical information /of the stories such as authors,
toﬁal number of volumes, edition, and so forth should be presented
for use in research citdtions and in thé cataloging process.

4. Publishérs andgtranslators should eocoperate in the setting
up of criteria for the selection of works to be translated and
publiéhed by focussing on/merit valueé, recreational contents.and
directly meet the readers’ needs in ordex £o distribute qualitative

Chinese heroic stories that continue to win the readers' interests.
Recommendations for further resesrches:

1. The study of the works of notable'auﬁhors and translators,

2, The analysis of some outstanding Chinese herpic stories,

‘3. The comparative study_of. Chinese and Thai heroic and
‘historical storiesg, |

4. The study.of.the role and influence of (Chinese Leroic
stories upon Thai literary circle readers.

5. The study of style and language used in Chinese heroic

stories,
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