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ABSTRACT

At present;, thé population of Thaiiand is increasing at
a higher rate than the growth of(certain natural food resources
‘especially in fish meat. / Thus, the mation is facing with the
problem of how to increase fishery product in order to meet the
Hemand. The government has given its attention to the matter.

Inland fishery production is an easy way to meet demand for

fish meat, such as the productions of "Tilapia nilotica Linnaeus'.
T, nilotica is easily’ cultured and, has'high efficient nutrient
value so it has become one of the most important cultivable

speciespin, the country.

This thesis aims to investigate fish farm economy, cost,
return on investment, and the problem of T. nilotica culture in

earthen ponds in the central plain of the country.: Bangkok,

Patumtani and Nakorn Patom are sites of study chosen. Primary

data are gathered from the interview of 50 fish~-farmers selected

by simple random sampling method. Fish farms are divided into



three categories: small (2 to 4 rais), 15 farms; medium (4 to
10 rais), 19 farms; and large (10 to 40 rais), 16 farms. The

production of 1982 is selected for the study.

The study revealed that during the production year, the
averagelcapital investment was 83,981.25 Baht/farm or 11,073.21
Baht/rai. ‘The average revenue was 594317.64 Baht/farm or
7,110.,85 Baht/rai and the average production cost was 74,121.13
Baht/farm or 9;597.40 Baht/rai. Thus, there was a loss of

14,803.49 Baht/farm or 24436.56 Baht/rais

The production cost was rather high because opportunity
costs such as family labor, reént and interest on capital were

also included in the ecalculation,

Major problems encountered in T. nilotica culture were
production loss; T, milotica hybrid; the low selling price;
water pollution; .the 1a9k of capital for reinvestment; the high
cost of feed and lacking of knowledge on T, mnilotica qulture;

etce.

To resolve these problems, it is recommended that close
collaboration among all parties concerned is esseutial, particu-.

larly along the following line.
For fish-farmers:

1., TFish-farmers should use high technology in their
undertaking such as how to select the fry and how to eliminate

T. nilotica's enemies in the ponds.



2. Fish=-farmers should reduce the feed cost by uSing;the
techniques of integrated cultuie such as combining T. nilotica

culturing with rearing of hogs, ducks or chicken.

3« Fish-farmers should try to establish farmers®

institutions to create collective bargaining power.

4, The farmers should see to it that increased production
- factors such as the-labor.and the feed are in line with the

increasing farm sizec.

1« The government should expand credit facility to the
fish farming industry. The credit facility should includ> low

interest rate, long-term'credit with certain grace period.

2 The government should assist the .private sector by
providing all technical support, know-how and other incentives

 in order to strengthen the establishment of such venture,

With | such efforts to alleviate 'all the above-mentioned
problems and obstacles, T. nilotica culture could jbecome one-of

the prominent income producing ventures in thef@bﬁntry.
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