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Thesis Title i Study of The Hill Tribves Welfare
Programme of The Department of

Public Welfare, 1966 - 1973
Name ' Mrs. Pannipga Woodtikarn  Department of Government

Academic Year. 1974

ABJTRACT

i .

The hill tribes in Thailand make up 2 minority group
which différéAfrom the Thai population in their racisl,linguistic,
cultﬁral and religioug charecteristics. They live scattered in
the mountaineous and redote areas along the northe?n border of
Thailand. Their main ocgﬁpaﬁion in opium_faising and the pféctice
of shiffing'cultivation‘which'bring about the destruction of forest
‘areas and other natural reserces; The iack of educatiog, low
standafd of health and eccnomic‘uhderdevelogment of these tribal
peoples cauge them‘to be 'considerably susceptible to outside
.political interferences Their,way of 1iving has poged nany

significant problems for the Thai Government in economic, social,

and paliticél‘sphefes.

| It was with this fact in mind that the Thai Government
set up a programme for the welfare and devélopment of the hill

tribes. The Departﬁent of Public Welfare in the Ministry of



Interior has been agsigned the éeepénsibility af implementing
the poiiéy drawn ub for this purpose. Their work is under the

supervision of the Naticnal Hill - Tribe Committee.

This thesis is an attempi-to-study the work of the
Department of Public Welfare on the hill tribes between the
year i966 - 19%3. The gtudy was directed toward the implementa-—
tion of the programme in various proaects i.e. the Hill Tribe
Settlements, phe Hill Trike Welfare and ‘Development Centers,
‘The Tribal Research Center etc,‘ Most of the work performed
eﬁphésizes devél&bmént'in ﬁhcupation, edﬁcgtion, and‘health-
for the hill tribes.

This_ study comes to a conclusion that.reform; and changes
‘ a}e needed to improve the work of the Department of}Public ﬁelfare
conternlng the development and welfare of the tribal peoples.
The past accompllshments are hardly satlsfactory. Reforms and
changes should.be congidered, dor examples, policy toward the
lhlll trlbes, organlzatlonal structures, personngl, and coordlnatlon
among different officess The Hill Tribes Welfare and Development
Prog'ramrlné.will.thenl come close to fulfill the goals originally .

‘set out by the Thai Government. :
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