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ABSTRACT

' The objective of this thesis ié to study and analyze
the roles of'the Buddhist Sangha concerning their contribution
to Bheiland's education in the reign of King Chulalongkorn,
the befiod which was weii recpgnized for its reformation and
.development in all aspepts° EdUCation, as deemj} by the King,
Qas‘an importéﬁf resourcé of the country, and encouraging
cultural expansion and decenfralization of social and political
ideologies to the provincial areas. This, in a way, would
create therconscibusness of national unity among the people in
general. Only with the cooperation of the‘Buddhist monks, who
were higﬂlyhesteemed by Théi.people in general, could thé

implementation of such plan be carried out. successfully.

An attempt was made by King Chulalongkorn to achieve

thé aforementioned goal by the introduction of the Formal

5



Education Systam for the first time to reconstruct the -
traditional Thai educational System by establishing schools
in various temples. In order to serve the educational policy
of the country, major changes were ;ade. Sfill, problems and
obstrucles prevailed which somewhat had an effect upon the
success and shortcomings of theaprovision of education for

common people by the Buddhist Sangha.

However, from the long known historical record of
educational activities cariied out by the Buddh;st monks,
some remaining valuable traits may be observed, e.g., the
devotion of Thai people towards Buddhism, the moral wvalue
which people in the society have high }espect for the people
who are éngaged in teaching career. With the general belief
that monks are teachers, the well-thinkers, teachers have
become the symbol} of individuals whom ones must show ﬁigh
respect and gratitudé towards, Certainly, this is not an
exception for the educational value. The emphasis on the

Stﬁdy of moral values has always become and important objective

. ]
- of the Thai educational plan.
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