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Thesis Title A -Study of University Students' Reading Interests

in and Needs for Thai Social Science Literature

Name . Miss Pronthlp Watanasuvakul

Department of Library Sclence

Academic Year 197k

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis are: to study University
studeﬁts' reading inferests'in subject matters of Thai Social
Science literature according to curriculaj to study their reading
needs for Social Sciénqe authors? writings covering five core
Aisciplines: Political Sciemce, Economics, Sociology, dultural
Anthropology and Social Psychology, and three electic discipliness
" Public Administrati®on, Economic'Development and Business Adminise
tration; to survey the quantit& of Thai Social Science 1iteratur;
~ production from B.Es 2570-25163 and to_survey University Social
Seience collections, _ .

The saﬁbles imeluden2 grbups: ‘(1) 300 .Chulalongkorn,
Thammasart and Kasetsart University undergraduate students, and
(2) 200 Chulalongkorn Unlver51ty and National Instltute of
Development Admlnlstratlon graduate students.

The research methods used in this thesis are documentary

research through books, periodicals and other printed materials



o
concerning Social Science literature, premotion of reading ané the
qﬁantity of Thai Social Scisace literature production from B.E.
2510-25163 survey 16 Social“Sciénces collections through gquestione
naires sent to 1ibfarians to be background in building another
questionnaire in crder tolsurvey university students' reading
interests in and neédé for Thai Soeial Science literature, and
finally through quéstionnaires sent to the samples without restric-
tion to samples! names.. . 500 answered questionnaires are returned,

Research resulfs cnnlude as follows: |

Concerning the guantity of Thal Sﬁciél Science literature
gfoduction from B.E. 2510-2516, there was the largest amount of
production in B.EJ 2316, 905 titles, and subéequent amount of 898
titles in B.E. 2515. | |

About Social Science collections, &entral univers;ty
" 1ibraries have an average number of 1;528 Thai éoéial-Science.titles,
: whseeas_facﬁlty,libraries_only have an avarage of 519 titléé.
These titles are selected and acquired by. librarians and faculty
members who usﬁallﬁ‘recommend 1ists of books they need. These
collections have dincdme from budget and fees from their users
but most libraries still héve problefis of the inadequacy of
budget tolspénd on books ané periodicals; 'Mbreovep, these
libraries have activities in p?ométing students?! reading by
. compiling mohthly accession lists, arranging shelves dispiaying
new books and cpenrsﬁeives; In addition to these, some libraries
seil duplicate copies and other publications, and ar;ange hook

exhibitions.



University undefgraduate and graduate studepts' reading
interests in Thai Social Science.literature covering>Politioal )
Science, Public Administration, Ecéncmics, ﬁconomic Development,
Business Administration, Sociblogy,fCultural'Anthr0pology'and Social
Psychology, are average in high, middle and low levels relatively
to curriculum subjectnﬁatters bf“eachiuniversity or,institute in
thch the'studentS'are studying. -Average stuﬁents in both’1evels'
‘are very interested in reading Thai Politics and Governmént, and
Thai Economic and Socialk Developmeni Planning but less interested
in Econometrics. |
 In studying students! reading needs.for Sécial Science .
éuthor;’writings co&ering ail above branches; ;h;‘largést numbey
df'gndergraduafes (42,00%) and graduatesv(73900%5 need for readiﬁg
speéialized anthbrs' writihés.“ Subéequently, the students sﬁill
need for'auth0gs whose writings students have read Gefére-and tho
are famous. .For instapce, in Pplitical Sciencé, thellargeSt number
of'undergradqates.(?0.33%) andlgraduates (70.00%) wané.to.read :
M.RB. Kukrit Pramoj's writings-and'in,Ecbnomic, Economic Developmeﬂt
‘and. Business Administration, the largést number df both‘studenté‘
(76.33%  and" 78250% ) "nebd to;read'Puey‘Ungpakorn's; Iﬁ'Sociology,
Culturél Anthropologj and Soeial Psychology, the largést'numbef of
undefgradgates\need fo read Ambnth Apapirom's (42.66%), Praya Anﬁ-'
‘manrajadhén (60.33%) and M;L, Tuy_chumsai;s'(h9-33%) Sut the largest
number of graduates want to read Pataya Saihoo's (66.00%)Jand'Luang

Vichienpaetayakom (59.50%)



The main recommendations are as follows:=-

(1) Social Science libraries'shpuld‘seieét and acquire all
kinds of Thai Social Science publications according to students!
interests relatively to curriculum subject-matter of each university
or institute and needs for specialized authors' writings.

| (2) In publishing S$c1a1 Science writings, publishers shsuld
select contents of these writings relatively to curriculum subject
matters and of speclallzed authors at preliminary cons1derat10n
and should complle footndtas, contents and 1ndexes detalledly.

(3) Every social science library ought to let students
recommend lists of Thadi 3Secial Sclence publlcatlons in order that—
librarians Wlll select and acquire these publlcatlons respondlng
to students' reading interests and necds.

(4) Social Science libraries should compile mpnthly lists
of Thai S?cial Science current'books arvanged alphabetically
according to authors or titles under subjéct headings in each
branch of Social Sciences. ‘

(5) Most 1ibraries.éhou1d arrgnge additional activitieas
promoﬁing studenfs' reaéing suech as-Thai Social [Science book
exhibition, special reading course, rental céilections gnd reading
competificn.

(6) In addition to these, there should be interlibrary
-cooperation to provideAupion.catalog, uniop lists, interchange
new lists of books and periodicals and‘iﬁterlibrary loan services
in order to stimulate students' interests and needs to read more

books in this fleld.
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