CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Pueraria mirifica (P. mirifica) is a Thai indigenous herb with a long history of
domestic consumption as rejuvenating remedies in both males and females (Suntara,
1931). There was a study to use P. mirifica for contraception in animals (Samitasiri
et al., 1986). P. mirifica was interested by researchers and consumers because it

contains estrogenic activities (Kerr, ﬁ’wller et. al., 1940; Lee et al., 2002;
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Aims of the studies are as follows:

1. Evaluate for the antioxidant activity by DPPH assay in Kwao Krua plant
population: P. mirifica, B. superba and M. collettii with P. lobata extracts.

2. Evaluate for mutagenicity and antimutagenicity by Ames’ test in candidate
plants: P. mirifica, B. superba and M. collettii with P. lobata extracts.

3. Evaluate for genotoxic by micronucleus test in candidate plants:

P. mirifica, B. superba and M. collettii with P. lobata extracts.
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