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Abstract

The objectivesiof this thesis are:

1) To study theproblems faced by catalogers from seven
demogfaphic and medical science libraries in Bangkok Metropolis in
assigning subject headings for Thai books; 2) to seek their recommen-
dations for the Thal subject headings in demography; 3) to study,
compile and analyzé -Thai subject headings from three sources : first,
"Subject Headings for Thai Books by the Thai Library Association 2513
B.E.”"; second, the subject headings assigned for ;sage in seven special
librariés; third, the selected words or phrases which are popularly
used in books or printed materials in the field of demography. This
was done“to find the subjeét headings commonly selected;by the users.
This study hopefully provides the guideline forvlibrarians in further
assigning Thai subject headings. The seven libraries studied were in:
The Institute of Population Studies, Faculty of Political Science,
Faculty of Medical Science;, Chulalongkorn University:, The Institute

.of Population ahd Social Research, Siriraj Medical library, Faculty of



Public Health, Mahidol University; and Thai Population National Clearing

House, Ministry of Public Health.

The research methods used in this thesis were documentary
analysis through books and printed materials concerning subject headings;
librarians from seven demographic and medical scilence libraries were
interviewed about the problems of assigning subject headings for Thai
bookéa Subject headings relevant to demography from 3 sources were
compiled and used to.construct the questionmaire. This questionnaire
was distributed to 35 users.in seven speciai libraries in order to deter-
mine the subject headings they used when.séarching the subject card
catalog. Their responses were énalysed to determine what subject

headings the users were/likely to use,

The research results were as follows: the major problem for
assigning Thai subject headings for Thai books in the fieid of demography
was due to lack of guildline for assigning Thai subject headings in
this field and librarians did not meet together to work out this problem.
Only a few relevant subject headings were available and some of them
were obsolete. Some translated words from English were unfamiliar due
to their rare ﬁseage° For; the study of Thai  subject headings from 3
sources, the number of subject headings wasgl, 305 of thch 991 heading;
were tested in thelquestionnaire: (The usersgagreed withymost of the
subject headings the researcher proposed to ﬁhe users in the question-
naire. Those subject headings with which 907 of the users felt were
suitable were common words or phrases and were not inverted and not
sub-headings. In addition, when subject headings that had similar

meanings but used different words or phrases were considered, there



were 60 cases altogether. The result was that the subject headings
the users considered to be suitable were also common words or phrases
vhile the inverted words or phrases or sub-headings were unre¢ognized.
‘One contribution of this research was the collection of all of the
subjzct headings that the librarians ot se in further assigning
subject headings. This study re : &Jsers ought to take
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