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The purpose of this study is to investigate the choice of child
caretakers in urban Thailand and the differentials in selecting child
-caretakers vs. demographic, socio-econonic and other characteristics. The
data used are from The social attitudes towards children survey conducted by
the National Statistical Office in 1988. . The sample for this study
represents currently married women aged 15-49 who have a child aged 0-5 yrs,
especially in urban Thailand. There are 1,641 %women in total.

This study used cross-tabulation analysis-and the chi-squared test,
with the child's age as an intervening variables and multinomial logit
regression analysis. The study shewed that most of the women take care of
their young children by themsed¥ess ~ The percentage of their children taken
care by other relatives and non=relatives are 17.7 and 8.5, respectively.
Women who have children ageds0-2/tend to take care of their children by
themselves more than those whoshave children aged 3-5. On the contrary, the
proportion of women who let welatiyes or non-relatives take care of their
children ‘aged 0-2 is lower tham those who haye children aged 3-5.

The set of independent wvanyiables was found to have a strong impact
on differentials in the choice of child caretakers. It was found that the
age at last birth, child's age, number of living children, wife's occupation,
i couples's work status, family income, education level and region have
isignificant influences on the chioce of caretakers. The results show that
i the number of living children, only primary educational attainment, only
Ihusband working or both husband and wife non-working, high family income and
iliving in the Northeast or.South have a significant positive effect on
'maternalicare. The women who have children aged 3=5, secondary educational
attalnment and over, profe551ona1 occupation, or moderate family income_ are
'31gn1f1cantly more likely to use relative care. Finally, it was found that
a higher iage at last birth, secondary educational attainment and over, and
*moderate ‘and high family income.have a strong,effect on using non-relative
_care.
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