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ABSTRACT

The major purposes.sof /this digsertation were Lo investigate the
status of Ramkien and identify dts political aspects and meanings.
The qonventional method/was used in deing this research by means of
political interpretation of the contexts and the behavior of the
actors within the Ramkien as .composed.under the patronage of King
Rama I per se; comparing with the Thai-hiotorical events, with the

Valmiki- end local Thai Ramkien versions, ond with the latter day eventss '

The results of’ the analysis of the Ramkien King Rama I's version,
indicated that its contents had a significant relationship to politi=-
cal sciencé“in\the agpects) 6f ptheory. (philosophy) spractice, and the

R b
political vehicle.

It was found. 'that' Ramkien, according to theory, was latent with
political concepts which projected exéectancies and described politics
and sociéty as other political and social philosophies dide It not

3\ :
only was connected in the political sociological bases to social class,
family and belief, or even to'the political and executive systems,
stressing the structure and function of the state but also to the

political philosophy expresséd, absolutely, in the elite influence



- over others by the facets of the stratification and relationship
system,:

In practice, the study isolated the collective idea in Ramkien
from other contempofary litteratures. The litterary -rcvision, thus,
created the legitimacy to rule in the same way As the chronological
revision, Moreover, ﬁhe political pragmatic principles of Ramkien
were congruent with re%l political phepnomena in Thai society, espec~
1ai1y during King Ramaii's period, ir ehc preparation for ascendency

to the throne and af texsbeing on the throne.

As the political yehicle, the findings obtained from Ramkien the
instrumental manual for King Rama I to transmit the zuidelines by po-

-

litical socialization.

Consequently, it appeared that the distortion of its contents in
the version of King Rama I, constrasts with Valmiki and Thai local
Ramkien rituals. Such results are still reflected ecven now because:
of the qualitative findings which are corrclated, rather than having a

causal relationship betwecen the Ramkien contenis and the present

events.
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