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Thesis Title The Relationship between Rate of

Punishment and O0ffence
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ABSTRACT

Legislators have Aftempted to commensuvrate the rate of
punighment with the nature of the offence for the best justice.
However, it is evi&ent (from data ecollected) that in most countries
the level of punishment has no direct relationship with criminal

dccurrence.

This thesis reveals that the raie of punishment as
provided in the codified law alone does not censiderably affect the

rise and fall of thc offence statistic.

The variety of levels of punishment specified in the penal
code of Thailand has  the same objective as those of other countries.
Althgugh there are several amendments to_the penal code and the rote
of punishment has been increased periodically, criminal-statistie
has not decreased permanently. Hence, there should be other factors
related to the criminal statistic rather than the specified
punishment itself. Results of this research revealed that efficiency
of‘thé judiciary, economic, social, politic and educational factors

play an important role.



B ]

However, the survey of opinions of people from various
occupations by using qﬁestionnaires revealed :6.2 per cent believed
that harsh punishment would reduce the criminal statistic permanently.
The»reason.simply being that people do not interpret the offence's
statistic properly. When they found that the rate of offenc;
still increased, they focused at the level of punishment attached

to the offence at their firat glance.

This thesis suggeste that the decline of criminal statistic
may be possible if we will nmot only focus ét the strength of the
penalty but at the improvement of other factors discussed above.

' Moreover, we should let the public know the principles of criminal

punishment strengthé
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