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It was because he was Japanese and, at the same time, had to prove to
the world that he was not Japanese that the turmoil was in his soul and

urged him to enlist. There was confusion, but underneath it, a conviction
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that he loved America and would fight and die for it because he did not

wish to live anyplace else. ®
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® John Okada, No-No Boy, (Seattle: Washington University Press, 2001) p. 121.
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My loved ones, rest in your world of stone. Around you flows the
underground stream. How bright in the darkness the brooding light. How
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Japanese. And my father understood. He deferred to her feelings, and

they both remained Japanese citizens for the rest of their lives. "
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[...] when one is born in America and learning to love it more and more
every day without thinking it, it is not an easy thing to discover suddenly
that being American is a terribly incomplete thing if one's face is not
white and one's parents are Japanese of the country Japan which

attacked America.
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And now Mother was telling us we were Japanese. | had always thought |
was a Yankee, because after all | had been born on Occidental and Main
Street. Montana, a wall-shaking mountain of a man who lived at our hotel,

called me a Yankee. | didn’t see how | could be a Yankee and Japanese
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shrinking inwardly from my Japanese blood, the blood of an enemy. |
know instinctively that the fact that | was an American by birthright was

not going to help me escape the consequences of this unhappy war. =

*' Monica Sone, Nisei Daughter, p.19.
* Ibid., pp.145-146.
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waist. Kiyo sprang across the room, one arm cocked, and punched Papa
square in the face.

No one had ever seen such a thing before. Papa’ arms went limp. The
cane fell clattering to the floor. He reached up and touched his nose.

Blood was pouring onto his shirt, dripping down onto Mama's dress. Kiyo

“® Jeanne Wakastuki Houston and James D.Houston , Farewell to Manzanar, p. 67.
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stepped back, crouching, staring at the blood. This was like bloodying the

nose of God. *
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Although | am in the room, he acts as if | am not here. He seems more
powerful than Father, larger and more at home even though this is our
house. He sounds as if he is trying to comfort my father, but there is

falseness in the tone, the voice is too sure-—-too strong. *
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