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Phesis Title The Construction of English Reading Comprehension

Proficiency Tests for Beginners

Name - Miss Sakul Srangbanditskul

Department of Secondary Education

Academib Year 1975

ABSTRACT

Statement of the'problem

The purpose of this study iz to construct effective English

Reading Comprehension Proficidency Tests for Beginners. The tests

were based on individualized language‘materials, The Jacaranda

Individualized Language Arts Programme {JILAP) level 2 and 3 and

The Oxford English Course for Thailand, Book II and III.

Procedures
A

Three sets of English Reading Comprehension Proficiency
Tests were'constructed; Fach Set consists _of two parallel forms.
The tests were pre-tested with 120 Pratom 4 and 138 pPratom 5
Kasetsart~Démontration School students and 100 'Pratom 6_and 103
Pratom 7 Wat Tat Thong students. TItem analysés Qere performed;
and indices of item difficulty and item discrimination were #erived
in addition to calculating the means, standard deviations, reliabi;
lities and standard errors of measurement of eaeh test. Pearson

~product-moment correlation were calculated to determine the



equivaleﬁce of the parallel forms. % ratio were calculéted to
determine the difference between means of the two forms of each
test. Three tests composed of five passages and 20 multiple choice
items were selected from each pair of the pre-tests on the basis
of item difficulty (p value between .20 £ ..80) and discrimination
(r bis greater than'.BO)1 and combine intera single fofm. Post=-
test was administered to 1086 Students in rural schools in fhen
Kaén Schools. The results were computed by using program TTANAL,
and an I.B-Me 350/145 bomputer at the Asian Institute of Technologye
Statisticsvcompufed inciluded indices of item difficulty and item
disqrimination, means , staﬁdard deviations, standard errors of -

e

means, reliabilities and standaxnd errors of measurement.

Results

Three effective English Reading Comprehension ?roficienoy
tests for hegi;ners were obtained. Each composed of 5 passages
and 20 multlple choice itéms. The major findings from the post=-
test were that the level of item difficulty varied: from very easy
to very difficult. (p, value ~,13 = .81)., The discrimination poweé

was high. (r bis = 251), thé reliabilities’ of the tests were

surprisingly highe. The tests also had content validity.
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