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ABSTRACT

Wage is an important factor to the devglopment of.economics,
:society and politics. Therefore, the governmeﬁt has determinded the
minimum-wages rate to serve as a primary security to those work forces
or unskilled labors who first entér the labor market. These labors
are to be protected from exploitation. Tﬁe adjustments of minimum-wages
. Tate have raised thé production costs and thus thé national economy was
affected both directly and indirectly. Production costs .of the emplqyers_‘
rése sharply in many small and mediumrsized industries as their employees '
pay increases. In addition, the costs of iiving haVejgone-ﬂEﬂQaﬁd;the' S

incomes of Warious occupational groups were also affected.

. This thesis is aimed at studying the perceptions of.employersﬂ and
employees of current minimum wages rate in both medium and small manpfacturéﬁﬁ
within the Bangkok Metropolitan area through the ultilization of intérvfews_
and gquestionnaires. In addition is a coﬁparision of the minimum wage,rateé

(from past up to present) and‘thg consume:_ﬁricé indexes were made to .: .

determine whether such minimum wages rate has been sufficient fo;'maintainimg

the employees'xﬁd&érate livelihood, - { .



This study shows that the minimum wages rate has relatively
affected the operations of various manufactures, especiallg in the
area of production cést, but it has only slight impact on employee
turnover. Furthere mofe the comparison of minimum wages rate with
consumer price indexes revealed that the tﬁo are proportional to one
another, Therefore, the minimum wagés rate sho;ld be sufficiént for
the livelihood of the employees, It can be concluded that although
both empioyerS'and employees belieYe that the fixing of minumum wages
rate 1s necessary, but . the minimum wages administ;apion-ié-ééilihpiagﬁedﬁ
by many problems sﬁch a8, the fixing of uniform minimum wages rate in
all types and sizes of manufactures, insufficient coverage of labor
inspection and frequent adjustméhts of minimﬁm?wages rate. In order
to achleve the objectives of fixing minimum wages rate, the government
should improve the minimum wages rate administration by setting different
wage rate for manufactures with respect to types‘and sizes and efficient

coverage of labor inspections.
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