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qny de Silva, “The Scope and Contemporary Significance of the Five Precepts,” in Buddhist ethics
and modern society : an international symposium, eds. Charles Wei-hsun Fu and Sandra A. Wawrytko
(New York: Greenwood Press, 1991 ), p.146. (“Human rights are a very modern concept. However, although
ancient Eastern languages, such as Pali and sanskrit, do not have a word to express the concept of a “right” in
the sense of claim or privilege, it does not mean that the ancient Indian civilization lacked means of
safeguarding human rights™)

’Ibid., pp. 146-147. (“Significantly, Buddhism does not speak of rights, but instead emphasizes duties

and obligations. ... According to Buddhism, an emphasis on rights tends to divide society into contending
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"ibid., p.119. (“Itis true that Buddhism does not usually talk in terms of ‘rights’, which is a term that

Q—(

arose from the Western philosophical tradition. That does not mean, however, that Buddhists cannot agree with
the substance of what is expressed in ‘human rights’ language. Buddhists are sometimes unhappy using the
language of ‘rights’ as they may associate it with people ‘demanding their rights” in an aggressive, self-centred
way, ... Nevertheless, as rights imply duties, Buddhist are happier talking directly about the duties themselves:
about ‘universal duties’, or, to use a phrase much used by the Dalai Lama, ‘universal responsibilities’ .. ,
rather than ‘universal rights™)

“Ibid., p.120.
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“Sallie B. King, “Human Rights in Contemporary Engaged Buddhism,” in Buddhist theology:
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