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AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE

Members,

Having regard to the Uruguay Round 0 ateral Trade Negotiations;

Desiring to further the objectivesiof GA

Recognizing the important ol butioq th@)nal standards and conformity

assessment systems can ) -‘x y.impreving efficiency of production and
facilitating the conduct of

Desiring therefore to e ) international standards and

Desiring however to ensuge t ( 2 ' standards, including packaging,
marking and labelling requirerpe r assessment of conformity with
technical regulations and sta a‘. ! ecessary obstacles to international
trade;
Recognizing that no' untn Jeking measures necessary to

ensure the quality of i V Al
) . T

aff the prevention of deceptive ~1-,‘ ices, at the levels it considers
appropriate, sub %dﬂ : n a manner which would
constitute a me ﬁijrjﬂﬂﬁ nﬂ:lﬁe een countries where the
same conditions revall ora dgmseﬁ restriction omsinternational tréde, and are otherwise

nscooln ) G133 G et d V1)1 B

Recogn/zmg that no country should be prevented from taking measures necessary for the

animal or plant life or health,

of the environment, or

protection of its essential security interest;
Recognizing the contribution which international standardization can make to the transfer of

technology from developed to developing countries;
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Recognizing that developing countries may encounter special difficulties in the formulation
and application of technical regulations and standards and procedures for assessment of
conformity with technical regulations and standards, and desiring to assist them in their
endeavours in this regard;

Hereby agree as follows:

Article 1 - General Provisions -

1.1 General terms for standz _for assessment of conformity shall

normally have the meaningg@ efinitic opted within the United Nations

system and by internationa 0 account their context and in
the light of the object and p
1.2 However, for the pur@bse his Agre . ing of the terms given in Annex 1
applies. 9 1>

1.3 All products, including #hdiisis ral products, shall be subject to the

provisions of this Agreement. _zL=4% ,e

1.4 Purchasing speclHfications  prep: ared—B ygovernmental bodies for production or

- L
consumption require -!* S f':' bject to the provisions of this

¥

Agreement but are addréssed in the Agreement on Govefiment Procurement, according to

e AW AN D, e e
Wi 10110 (12111

1.6 All references in this Agreement to technical regulations, standards and conformity
assessment procedures shall be construed to include any amendments thereto and any

additions to the rules or the product coverage thereof, except amendments and additions of

an insignificant nature.
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TECHNICAL REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

Article 2 - Preparation, Adoption and Application of Technical Regulations - by Central

Government Bodies

With respect to their central governmer

2.1 Members shall ensure tha regulations, products imported from

the territory of any Memb: ment no less favourable than that

accorded to like products o , igin. and te 'roducts originating in any other
country. \

2.2 Members shall ensure ~ prepared, adopted or applied

with a view to or with t obstacles to international trade. For

this purpose, technical r ade=restrictive than necessary to fulfil

a legitimate objective, te on-fulfilment would create. Such

legitimate objectives are, i requirements; the prevention of

deceptive practices; protection.gthuf safety, animal or plant life or health, or

the environment. In agSBSSING SUCH fiSks “relevantelementaial consideration are, inter alia:

: AX J
available scientific and-e pregessing technology or intended
|
i W
end-uses of products. .

2.3 Technical regllati ‘AT(I . 2 ces or objectives giving
rise to their adcﬂpyctﬁo]ngr ex1sm‘3rm§ c‘i/:lng;es or objectives can be
addressed i@ deyresirieti ¢ a. e

2.4 Whﬂ ;E:Iaﬁgﬂlﬁj mym:] geyaltﬂe’r]aa\ﬂtandards exist or

their completion is imminent, Members shall use them, or the relevant parts of them, as a

basis for their technical regulations except when such international standards or relevant

parts would be an ineffective or inappropriate means for the fulfilment of the legitimate
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objectives pursued, for instance because of fundamental climatic or geographical factors or
fundamental technological problems.

2.5 A Member preparing, adopting or applying a technical regulation which may have a
significant effect on trade of other Members shall, upon the request of another Member,

explain the justification for that technical gagglation in terms of the provisions of paragraphs

2 to 4. Whenever a technical regu l d, adopted or applied for one of the
legitimate objectives explicitiysmentioned i : and is in accordance with relevant
international standards, i ypreswiied. not to create an unnecessary
obstacle to international
2.6 With a view to ha as wide a basis as possible,
Members shall play a fi esources, in the preparation by
ational standards for products for
which they either have adop Gt ieraic fechnical regulations.

2.7 Members shall give pogitive=£ Sration  tojaccepting as equivalent technical
regulations of other Memberé, eve : feguilations differ from their own, provided they
are satisfied that thes e ns adedudte jec s of their own regulations.

2.8 Wherever appropfiaie fd gulations based on product

requirements in terms o&rform ’ atherthan design o L', escriptive characteristics.
2.9 Whenever a relevant intgegational standang,does not exist or the technical content of a

oposes e S o) TEEI TS LSV E) S conent of v

international stana!ards and if the techpical regulatign may have a sigpjficant effect on trade
orone iR IR H N1 IVE TR E

2.91 pub’sh a notice in a publication at an early appropriate stage, in such a manner as to
enable interested parties in other Members to become acquainted with it, that they propose

to introduce a particular technical regulation;
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2.9.2 notify other Members through the Secretariat of the products to be covered by the
proposed technical regulation, together with a brief indication of its objective and rationale.
Such notifications shall take place at an early appropriate stage, when amendments can still

be introduced and comments taken into account;

technical regulation and, wheney SS| fy the parts which in substance deviate

from relevant international stafdards; /

2.9.4 without discriminati : ‘ '7 ;\\\
N
w=s

Members to make comments in
writing, discuss these ese written comments and the

results of these discussi

2.10 Subject to the pr d \ graph 9, where urgent problems of
e Yo h

safety, health, environm cti_ Fflations \ ity arise or threaten to arise for a

Member, that Member ma ' ' S ‘enumerated in paragraph 9 as it finds

necessary, provided that the f a technical regulation, shall:

2.10.1 notify immediately other e Secretariat of the particular technical

regulation and the slile wit : ‘I..J_t’ of the objective and the

rationale of the techn L'\ urgent problems;

2.10.2 upon request, pnmide other Members with copies c-rh he technical regulation;

2.10.3 without discri iﬂ low _other s_to present their comments in writing,
discuss these ﬁﬂ\ ﬁ?ﬁuﬂﬁgﬁﬂ f]tﬁ cj'nments and the results of
these discussion?into account. ¢ , N - S

2.11 Mamgﬂﬁﬂtﬁtmum ag%tmﬂva avﬂeen adopted are
publishec:I promptly or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested
parties in other Members to become acquainted with them.

2.12 Except in those urgent circumstances referred to in paragraph 10, Members shall allow

a reasonable interval between the publication of technical regulations and their entry into
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force in order to allow time for producers in exporting Members, and particularly in
developing country Members, to adapt their products or methods of production to the

requirements of the importing Member.

Article 3 - Preparation, Adoption and ¥ ication of Technical Regulations - by Local

Government Bodies and Non-Gover

With respect to their local gevemmen mental bodies within their territories:

3.1 Members shall take suc! y be available to them to ensure

"'-,
\\\\\ le 2, with the exception of the

N
and o\ of Article 2.

compliance by such bodig

obligation to notify as referrg

3.2 Members shall ensdfe tgat ihefiechy \ tions, offocal governments on the level
directly below that of the n g8l ve -.}-- 3. %1 Ders are notified in accordance with the
provisions of paragraphs £ 7 '»..:; ;d icle "\ oting that notification shall not be
required for technical regulatibnsifiedechnic ent'of which is substantially the same as

that of previously notified teoh' ntral government bodies of the Member

concerned. -— =5
e A
3.3 Members may requi | 0 o ding the notifications, provision
W
of information, comment a‘Qd discussions referred to in paragraphs 9 and 10 of Article 2, to
F-9 L7y

take place thro raggﬂrg s j w 8/] n i

3.4 Members sﬂm measures m require or encourage local government bodies
or non-ga Qﬁuﬁuw ﬁuj ﬁamrj ﬁ’ ﬁon&stent with the
prowsmnsqowﬁlﬁ Sj

3.5 Members are fully responsible under this Agreement for the observance of all provisions

of Article 2. Members shall formulate and implement positive measures and mechanisms in

support of the observance of the provisions of Article 2 by other than central government

bodies.
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Article 4 - Preparation, Adoption and Application - of Standards

4.1 Members shall ensure that their central government standardizing bodies accept and

comply with the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of

Standards in Annex 3 to this Agreenient (f¢ » in this Agreement as the "Code of Good
Practice"). They shall take suchyte able méa s may be available to them to ensure
bodies within their territories, as

well as regional standardizipg oL one or more bodies within their

'/ \\\

Dt , Gomy e e of Good Practice. In addition,

,., -f" \\

Good Practice. The obliga i S Of. ".. w:;:_
e A | <

territories are members, acg
Members shall not take meg directly or indirectly, requiring or
encouraging such stanéardi n inconsistent with the Code of
w ~ ectito compliance of standardizing
bodies with the provisions of t o,-Jn e Pra &shall apply irrespective of whether
or not a standardizing body his dgeeptedihé of Good Practice.

4.2 Standardizing bodies tha : : are complying with the Code of Good
Practice shall be doectbutheMembers ascomuaang with the principles of this

Agreement.

1|
i
CONFORMITY WITH TECJ:INICAL REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

ﬂﬂﬂ’l‘l’lﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂi

Article 5 - Procedures for Assessmentfof Conformity=by Central Goverpment Bodies

o wARARINI U BIINLIRL corrs v

technical regulations or standards is required, their central government bodies apply the

following provisions to products originating in the territories of other Members:
5.1.1 conformity assessment procedures are prepared, adopted and applied so as to grant

access for suppliers of like products originating in the territories of other Members under
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conditions no less favourable than those accorded to suppliers of like products of national
origin or originating in any other country, in a comparable situation; access entails suppliers'
right to an assessment of conformity under the rules of the procedure, including, when
foreseen by this procedure, the possibility to have conformity assessment activities

undertaken at the site of facilities and tQ figégive the mark of the system;

5.1.2 conformity assessment procée " S arg niepared, adopted or applied with a view

to or with the effect of creatifigung 5@ 0 international trade. This means,

inter alia, that conformi rocedu -a be more strict or be applied
more strictly than is n ‘X\\m\' per adequate confidence that
products conform with -'.;,r \.\ 0 r standards, taking account of
the risks non-conformity . \\

5.2 When implementing t \ embers shall ensure that:

5.2.1 conformity assessme Ute \ cn and completed as expeditiously as

possible and in a no less fav ri;-"j FOer e ducts originating in the territories of other

5.2.2 the standard \ppe iy, assessment procedure is

published or that the & ” y 7 ol icated to the applicant upon
'I

request; when receivi : an application, the competen .J body promptly examines the

completeness ﬂ'ﬁl tion the lic a precise and complete
manner of all dﬂﬁj h cﬁpﬂ% gﬁﬁiﬁﬁ as possible the results of
the assessment |n a precise and com Iete manner teathe applicant s@.that corrective action
may bea{ w‘;a ﬁ g\]em um r]légh glrl(a&]la competent body
proceeds as far as practicable with the conformity assessment if the applicant so requests;

and that, upon request, the applicant is informed of the stage of the procedure, with any

delay being explained;
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5.2.3 information requirements are limited to what is necessary to assess conformity and
determine fees;

5.2.4 the confidentiality of information about products originating in the territories of other
Members arising from or supplied in connection with such conformity assessment

procedures is respected in the sameyw for domestic products and in such a manner

that legitimate commercial interes
5.2.5 any fees imposed for 28sessifg theg N products originating in the territories
of other Members are Ay s chargeable for assessing the
conformity of like pro g in any other country, taking into
account communicati ising from differences between
location of facilities of t f o if nformityassessment body;

5.2.6 the siting of faciliti 7_ SSES At procedures and the selection of
samples are not such as t ‘Urnecessan Ve 'eﬁce to applicants or their agents;
5.2.7 whenever specificatio Pt —7 aanged subsequent to the determination of
its conformity to the apphc s—technical gegulations or standards, the conformity
assessment proceduréfe ; ed pro that is necessary to determine

7 ot ts the technical regulations or
fl

whether adequate i‘n’fr,

b |
standards concerned:; 1'

5.2.8 a proced t Vi concerning the operation of a conformity
assessment pr E ﬁ ﬂvﬂﬁ\%‘m hﬁ)lamt is justified.

5.3 Nothing in paragraphs 1 and 26shall preventeMembers from @arrying out reasonable
e RN TN TR E]

54 In cases where a positive assurance is required that products conform with technical
regulations or standards, and relevant guides or recommendations issued by international

standardizing bodies exist or their completion is imminent, Members shall ensure that

central government bodies use them, or the relevant parts of them, as a basis for their
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conformity assessment procedures, except where, as duly explained upon request, such
guides or recommendations or relevant parts are inappropriate for the Members concerned,
for, inter alia, such reasons as: national security requirements; the prevention of deceptive

practices; protection of human health or safety, animal or plant life or health, or the

5.5 With a view to harmonizing mityas arocedures on as wide a basis as
possible, Members shali=play . imits of their resources, in the
preparation by appropriaie | \ [ale .~ bodies of guides and
recommendations for cefforn \

5.6 Whenever a relevanig@uide o : u-o '- an international standardizing

body does not exist or \ pposed conformity assessment

Ny A
procedure is not in accordange and recommendations issued by
international standardizing bodie he lity assessment procedure may have a
significant effect on trade of othe #’Z.am: ers shall:

L

5.6.1 publish a notice itka| / appro| @ sfage, in such a manner as to

E—,—-
enable interested pa lr' ‘ ted with it, that they propose

to introduce a particular: I onformity assessment procedure "J
5.6.2 notify othe Evj & ts to be covered by the
proposed confo Ijl ﬂifﬂﬁqﬂﬁ ﬁﬁmdication of its objective
and rationale. Such notifications shdll take placesat an earl riate stage, when
ML QER BB RTRIL R (TREYT

5.6.3 upon request, provide to other Members particulars or copies of the proposed
procedure and, whenever possible, identify the parts which in substance deviate from

relevant guides or recommendations issued by international standardizing bodies;
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5.6.4 without discrimination, allow reasonable time for other Members to make comments in
writing, discuss these comments upon request, and take these written comments and the
results of these discussions into account.

5.7 Subject to the provisions in the lead-in to paragraph 6, where urgent problems of safety,

: e, shall:
& Seerétariat of the particular procedure

and the products covere : if ingicati bjective and the rationale of the

5.7.2 upon request, provi@de oj ] iesiof the rules of the procedure;
5.7.3 without discriminatigf, alloy S i6mbe 0. present their comments in writing,

discuss these comments up st, and-take’ \ Nritten comments and the results of

5.8 Members shall ensure that 2 ) ssessment procedures which have been

adopted are publish ed e lafin, such a manner as to enable

s

L/ them.

Il
5.9 Except in those urgﬂ circumstances referred to in patagraph 7, Members shall allow a

interested parties in V ¥

reasonable interval betwEefm the publicati® of requirements concerning conformity
@}um;n Vo WRIAR 2 ime or rovucers i

exporting Members, and particularl§ in developieg country Memers, to adapt their

socuc O PG Mg G et d FhEhod b fdmoer

Article 6 - Recognition of Conformity Assessment by Central Government Bodies

assessment pr

With respect to their central government bodies:
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6.1 Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraphs 3 and 4, Members shall ensure,
whenever possible, that results of conformity assessment procedures in other Members are
accepted, even when those procedures differ from their own, provided they are satisfied

that those procedures offer an assurance of conformity with applicable technical regulations

particular:
6.1.1 adequate and end elevant conformity assessment
bodies in the exportin e continued reliability of their

conformity assessment ied compliance, for instance

through accreditation, wi L ecommendations issued by international
standardizing bodies sha x dication of adequate technical
competence; -

6.1.2 limitation of the accept i f assessment results to those produced by

6.2 Members shall enslire \eir conforr enif procedures permit, as far as

practicable, the imple T aph

6.3 Members are encouﬂged, at the reque

Tl - .
of other Members, to be willing to enter into

£lod VLELH I NEL e et suon agresmens

fulfil the criteria of paragraph 1 and §ive mutual satisfaction regargling their potential for
o Rfriat nhpbridsceoidd 11174 V18) 71 6 &)
9

6.4 Members are encouraged to permit participation of conformity assessment bodies

negotiations for ﬁ onchﬁiﬂn of agreementdkibr the mutual recognition of results of each
other's conformityla
U

located in the territories of other Members in their conformity assessment procedures under
conditions no less favourable than those accorded to bodies located within their territory or

the territory of any other country.
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Article 7 - Procedures for Assessment of Conformity by Local Government Bodies

With respect to their local government bodies within their territories:

7.1 Members shall take such reasonable measures as may be available to them to ensure

7.1 of Article 5.

vent procedures of local governments

on the level directly below g0 '-.¢\ in Members are notified in

accordance with the prow rap \\ é.\:;: 7.1 of Article 5, noting that
notifications shall not i Lat ty 2 ment procedures the technical
content of which is i : z that'.of “previously notified conformity

assessment procedures Members concerned.

7.3 Members may require ith'athers \ Acluding the notifications, provision

=

of information, comments and' diggissions re to In paragraphs 6 and 7 of Article 5, to

take place through the central galerrient
7.4 Members shall noftake measures which reanicearanagiitage local government bodies
within their territories to a@t i ";, provisions of Articles 5 and 6.

L] |

7.5 Members are fully re p‘onsible under this Agreement fo he observance of all provisions
o

of Articles 5 aﬂ H\ﬂvﬂ?ﬁﬂ W?WrﬁlﬂTI * positive measures and

mechanisms in sg@port 0 the observance of the provisions of Articles 5 and 6 by other than
¢
T ARTHINIUNRIINYINY
q
Article 8 - Procedures for Assessment of Conformity by Non-Governmental Bodies

8.1 Members shall take such reasonable measures as may be available to them to ensure
that non-governmental bodies within their territories which operate conformity assessment

procedures comply with the provisions of Articles 5 and 6, with the exception of the
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obligation to notify proposed conformity assessment procedures. In addition, Members shall
not take measures which have the effect of, directly or indirectly, requiring or encouraging
such bodies to act in a manner inconsistent with the provisions of Articles 5 and 6.

8.2 Members shall ensure that their central government bodies rely on conformity

Article 9 - International and N
| \ h
"N

e and adopt international systems

9.1 Where a positive ass nical regulation or standard is

required, Members sh

for conformity assessme )f OF participate therein.

9.2 Members shall take sueh rgason: . easu 8 1t 1y be available to them to ensure
that international and regional sysi : ty assessment in which relevant bodies
within their territories are memB -,,t-,___‘u'_.__.l,__‘ omply with the provisions of Articles 5

and 6. In addition, M& ;,@_.,‘.—.._.;r...:;;_z..ﬁﬁ._, ~ ‘ --- = :‘. igh have the effect of, directly

A

or indirectly, requiring o ¥| C ' a manner inconsistent with any
i¥

of the provisions of Artic es 5 and ©. '

9.3 Members sﬁ ﬁﬁ ?:vlesﬂa?w m nﬂj rely on international or

regional conformity assessment systems only to the extent that these systems comply with

TARTAN TN AL
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INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE

Article 10 - Information About Technical Regulations, Standards and - Conformity

Assessment Procedures

10.1 Each Member shall ensure t ’ : iry. point exists which is able to answer all

ch. have legal power to enforce a

N
AN

Pier " . .
technical regulation, or sla pAlgle es of which such bodies are
members or participan & ’\\\ ;

o
10.1.2 any standards a ﬁ-}. »: thin ifs térritory by central or local government

W

bodies, or by regional iz digs of Whieh such bodies are members or

participants; adiris. < 2
- = — "

10.1.3 any conformity asse “ff ;an‘a;q,»; proposed conformity assessment

procedures, which ""-:;351:4 ealieliech Slesieiavm et a e a :' local government bodies, or
N A
by non-governmental bedies o'entorce a technical regulation, or by

il . uj
regional bodies of which such bodies are members or partiCipants;

10.1.4 the merﬂeﬂpﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁtw %\"W@[ﬂ? relevant central or local

government bodigs within its territory, in international and regional standardizing bodies and
¢

conforrm tq/ﬂlj m'ilw?lmhf Lt H rangements within
the scopg o' t[is [grelement; it smﬁﬂble to provide reasba:bginformation on the
provisions of such systems and arrangements;

10.1.5 the location of notices published pursuant to this Agreement, or the provision of

information as to where such information can be obtained; and

10.1.6 the location of the enquiry points mentioned in paragraph 3.
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10.2 If, however, for legal or administrative reasons more than one enquiry point is
established by a Member, that Member shall provide to the other Members complete and
unambiguous information on the scope of responsibility of each of these enquiry points. In

addition, that Member shall ensure that any enquiries addressed to an incorrect enquiry

point shall promptly be conveyed to t g ect enquiry point.

| | ' ures as may be available to it to ensure
that one or more enquiry poifits ex 3 iC 7 answer all reasonable enquiries from
other Members and inte L i ot ATETowRe s well as to provide the relevant
documents or informatie : Sthey c e Obtainedregarding:

10.3.1 any standards#adgpteg sed ', wit erritory by non-governmental

standardizing bodies,

® dies of which such bodies are

members or participants @nd

10.3.2 any conformity agses proposed conformity assessment

procedures, which are ope by non-governmental bodies, or by
regional bodies of which such b or participants;

10.3.3 the membe ship NG gvernmental bodies within its

territory in internati ’ ! ed and conformity assessment

1]
systems, as well as mbilateral and multifateral arrand@ments within the scope of this

Ll dNENINEINT

10.4 Members shall take such reasoffable measurgssas may be available to them to ensure
et r B $ied GUOLIbd bt o} ool o Bl hereses paris i
q

other Members, in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement, they are supplied at

Agreement; th?fhall als{)& able to ﬁvi&’ reasonable information on the provisions of
such systems an
U

an equitable price (if any) which shall, apart from the real cost of delivery, be the same for

the nationals[1] of the Member concerned or of any other Member.
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10.5 Developed country Members shall, if requested by other Members, provide, in English,
French or Spanish, translations of the documents covered by a specific notification or, in
case of voluminous documents, of summaries of such documents.

10.6 The Secretariat shall, when it receives notifications in accordance with the provisions of

international standardizing and e "’_ I 3€2€5ment bodies, and draw the attention of
developing country Membe s 6 any nc @ products of particular interest to
them. 7 . —

10.7 Whenever a Membéfha , \-\ \ 1y other country or countries on

issues related to tech

mity assessment procedures

which may have a signifi Aember party to the agreement

e \\\ products to be covered by the

agreement. Members concerned are

shall notify other Membe
agreement and include a
encouraged to enter, upon r ; ith other Members for the purposes
of concluding similar agreement for. their participation in such agreements.

10.8 Nothing in this AGi&e Jall be cons

idg:

10.8.1 the publication ) '1“ e'Member;
b | ‘ 'FI'

10.8.2 the provision of4@articulars or copies of drafts other than in the language of the

oo BT TS
10.8.3 Member jdwoa’ l](mlcjthey consider contrary to

their essential security interests.

et mamm.u BIANEIAY

10.10 Members shall designate a single central government authority that is responsible for
the implementation on the national level of the provisions concerning notification procedures

under this Agreement except those included in Annex 3.
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10.11 If, however, for legal or administrative reasons the responsibility for notification
procedures is divided among two or more central government authorities, the Member
concerned shall provide to the other Members complete and unambiguous information on

the scope of responsibility of each of these authorities.

@specially the developing country

Members, on the preparation Qis 2 n&\ 0

\\»

Article 11 - Technical Assistan

11.1 Members shall, if requesiec

11.2 Members shall, if requgstedgadyise othe \-\ pecially the developing country
Members, and shall gran n mutually agreed terms and
conditions regarding thé establighy et of Matignal Standard zing bodies, and participation
in the international standardizing, 0 i -af ) rage their national standardizing
bodies to do likewise. ST
11.3 Members shall, if reque take 1 chr ble measures as may be available to
them to arrange for the regulates : 2ir territories to advise other Members,
especially the develog :::;:;:;;::“.';.'.;:;;;;:;:.;;:;::; FshaiEgradi them technical assistance on
mutually agreed terms z ,'

11.3.1 the establishment of regulatory bodles or bodies 5 the assessment of conformity

e A ANEYINEIDA..
M W (1760 MR (1

Members, and shall grant them technical assistance on mutually agreed terms and
conditions regarding the establishment of bodies for the assessment of conformity with

standards adopted within the territory of the requesting Member.
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11.5 Members shall, if requested, advise other Members, especially the developing country
Members, and shall grant them technical assistance on mutually agreed terms and
conditions regarding the steps that should be taken by their producers if they wish to have
access to systems for conformity assessment operated by governmental or non-

governmental bodies within the territory of the Member receiving the request.

11.6 Members which are members s of international or regional systems for

conformity assessment shall, i eques d, adWiSe'T ,Members, especially the developing

tex ni@e on mutually agreed terms and

="'-., istitutiong.and legal framework which would

country Members, and shall*grant the
conditions regarding the e

enable them to fulfil the objigé liGipation in such systems.

11.7 Members shall, if s A Y R ; \\ ithin their territories which are

members or participants of 4

S for conformity assessment to
advise other Members, & \ embers, and should consider
requests for technical assists T > establishment of the institutions
which would enable the releVan -.f eir territories to fulfil the obligations of
membership or participation. ; 7
11.8 In providing advit i}r—-m_m' *‘; oers in terms of paragraphs

LY
110 7, Members shall glﬂp 0 , "J veloped country Members.

‘a W
Article 12 - Speﬂ au l%fre tml' %ﬁ@wg{r‘i} ﬂlﬁry Members
12.1 Members sagll provide differengfal andr mroraarvorurrabler treatment to developing
country Qmﬁﬂ &\&ﬂnﬁnﬁ“o%%ﬂlggim&s‘a\as&ll as through the
relevant pravisions of other Articles of this Agreement.
12.2 Members shall give particular attention to the provisions of this Agreement concerning
developing country Members' rights and obligations and shall take into account the special

development, financial and trade needs of developing country Members in the
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implementation of this Agreement, both nationally and in the operation of this Agreement's
institutional arrangements.

12.3 Members shall, in the preparation and application of technical regulations, standards
and conformity assessment procedures, take account of the special development, financial

and trade needs of developing country Members, with a view to ensuring that such

technical regulations, standards an assessment procedures do not create
unnecessary obstacles to expo ; cveloging cetintry Members.

12.4 Members recognize tHaF"aRBLEGH in@rnat standards, guides or recommendations
may exist, in their particulaa€cndiogias "h. «» -s. onomic conditions, developing
country Members adopt ceté indards or conformity assessment
procedures aimed at pregérvj gene n w and production methods and
processes compatible ‘With i ~ bers therefore recognize that

&;t'%\\.

basis for their technical re@ulaliions, s 1eluding test methods, which are not

developing country Mem#ber. Use international standards as a
appropriate to their development, s al-ani > needs.

12.5 Members shall take such may be available to them to ensure

that international stan® s;— -"------'-'-"-“-'-'--'-"-‘--'-“'-'-""-‘"-‘\ ‘ for conformity assessment
are organized and op | ec acllitates active and representative
participation of relevant bogles in all Members, taklng into account the special problems of

developing courﬂ 'ﬂnﬁﬂ VI EJ\ VI j w EJ,] ﬂ i

12.6 Members shall take such reasonable measures as may be ava:lable to them to ensure

that mteqatw Iﬁ?ﬂﬁpramw qw?tﬂ mwﬁuntw Members,

examine trqs possi prepare international standards concerning
products of special interest to developing country Members.
12.7 Members shall, in accordance with the provisions of Article 11, provide technical

assistance to developing country Members to ensure that the preparation and application of



236

technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures do not create
unnecessary obstacles to the expansion and diversification of exports from developing
country Members. In determining the terms and conditions of the technical assistance,
account shall be taken of the stage of development of the requesting Members and in

particular of the least-developed country Members.

> \\ e needs of developing country
Members, as well as theiggstage G \ \~ nent, may hinder their ability to

discharge fully their obligaii bers, therefore, shall take this

"

fact fully into account.” Acgorg e with! e Al ) suring that developing country
Members are able to comply Vil this, Agre t ittee on Technical Barriers to
Trade provided for in Arti€le #3 (rgfefre

ISy AQreement as the "Committee") is

enabled to grant, upon request, g ted exceptions in whole or in part from
obligations under this_Agreem ch requests the Committee shall
take into account tharatlon and application of
technical regulations, st -—n| daras ”;; procedures, and the special
development and trade neids of the developin .‘9 country Member, as well as its stage of

technological dﬁ ﬂvﬂ %3 w mwm&%rge fully its obligations

under this Agreefilent. The Commlttee shall, in partlcular take into account the special
NI ANAINY 18 Y

12.9 During consultations, developed country Members shall bear in mind the special
difficulties experienced by developing country Members in formulating and implementing
standards and technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, and in their

desire to assist developing country Members with their efforts in this direction, developed
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country Members shall take account of the special needs of the former in regard to
financing, trade and development.

12.10 The Committee shall examine periodically the special and differential treatment, as
laid down in this Agreement, granted to developing country Members on national and

international levels.

13.1 A Committee on nereby established, and shall be

composed of represen Committee shall elect its own
Chairman and shall mee nce a year, for the purpose of

affording Members the op atters relating to the operation of

this Agreement or the further d shall carry out such responsibilities

as assigned to it under this WL{{FJT_-,H Sy H abers.

13.2 The Committee shall‘establish working pa: “les or other

2l estabiish working Dutlies as may be appropriate,

L

which shall carry out ?f,l : -I“'“I- to them by the Committee in

accordance with the relévant provisions of this Agreement. -
13.3 It is under ‘ﬁ b ided between the work
under this AgreEuHh ﬁﬁrﬁiﬂﬂrﬂcﬂj bodies. The Committee
shall exaﬁinwiiraleﬂﬁ ﬁ/fﬁ)ﬂﬂﬁzpi abﬁughjcﬂ‘oa‘; EJ

q
Article 14 - Consultation and Dispute Settlement

14.1 Consultations and the settlement of disputes with respect to any matter affecting the

operation of this Agreement shall take place under the auspices of the Dispute Settlement
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Body and shall follow, mutatis mutandis, the provisions of Articles XXII and XXIII of GATT
1994, as elaborated and applied by the Dispute Settlement Understanding.

14.2 At the request of a party to a dispute, or at its own initiative, a panel may establish a
technical expert group to assist in questions of a technical nature, requiring detailed

consideration by experts.

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 15 - Final Provisions -

15.1 Reservations may not be eniereatin resg any of the provisions of this Agreement

without the consent ofiji‘otherMembers ===t 5
. o2 AL

Review - -

15.2 Each Member shal romptly after the date on which™fhe WTO Agreement enters into
force for it, inf h ﬁ@ | f [ igt r taken to ensure the
implementation aﬁ; ist tﬂﬂt?ﬂA rgﬂﬂgnjges of such measures
thereaftershallal nofified t ﬁ ittoe. . E& g

15.3 Thicﬁ:j:asﬁlfiﬁ :ﬂlﬁgi%lnﬂta ao&lperation of this

Agreement'taking into account the objectives thereof.
15.4 Not later than the end of the third year from the date of entry into force of the WTO
Agreement and at the end of each three-year period thereafter, the Committee shall review

the operation and implementation of this Agreement, including the provisions relating to
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transparency, with a view to recommending an adjustment of the rights and obligations of
this Agreement where necessary to ensure mutual economic advantage and balance of
rights and obligations, without prejudice to the provisions of Article 12. Having regard, inter
alia, to the experience gained in the implementation of the Agreement, the Committee shall,

where appropriate, submit proposals for amendments to the text of this Agreement to the

Council for Trade in Goods.
Annexes

15.5 The annexes to this Agreemente tlte SEIATEGFEFDart thereof.

ANNEX 1 - TERMS
AGREEMENT

The terms presented in t 2: 1991, General Terms and

Their Definitions Concernin cd 4 ctivities, shall, when used in this
Agreement, have the same efir itions in the said Guide taking into
account that services are excl is Agreement.
For the purpose of this Agreemen owing definitions shall apply:

1. Technical regulation
Document which la [y__ fxtheir related processes and
production methods, :; uding adminigtfative provisions, with which

compliance is mandatory. Wrﬁy also include Epeal exclusively with terminology, symbols,

s U BRI AT o o -

production metho

@ W AIN T NN INYA Y

The definition in ISO/IEC Guide 2 is not self-contained, but based on the so-called "pbuilding
block" system.

2. Standard
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Document approved by a recognized body, that provides, for common and repeated use,
rules, guidelines or characteristics for products or related processes and production
methods, with which compliance is not mandatory. It may also include or deal exclusively
with terminology, symbols, packaging, marking or labelling requirements as they apply to a

product, process or production method.

Explanatory note A\
The terms as defined in . de ﬁcts, processes and services. This
Agreement deals only witF Tae i relati S, Stdfdards and conformity assessment
procedures related to progdu€ “n,: ction methods. Standards as
defined by ISO/IEC Gui‘ , 2y Pg m \}\\\ luptary. For the purpose of this
Agreement standards are gefi \ ncal regulations as mandatory
documents. Standards prepared by the ’\\

#lua

\ arlzatlon community are based
on consensus. This Agreémegif cgVersiaisa

\. are not based on consensus.
3. Conformity assessment proc@dure -i‘*‘F——;: \
Any procedure used, direct stermine that relevant requirements in

technical regulations or stang

\7 R
Conformity assessment --;Ip-. procedures for sampling, testing and
i¥

inspection; evaluation, ven.xcahon and assurance of conformity; registration, accreditation

onc oproval aofip B '“Wfﬂ“ﬂ INYNT

4. International b8dy or system

Bodly or%qﬂwrawrﬂmjm;ﬁ wﬂﬂﬂﬁra IEIst all Members.

5. Regionaj body or system

Explanatory note

Body or system whose membership is open to the relevant bodies of only some of the
Members.

6. Central government body



241

Central government, its ministries and departments or any body subject to the control of the
central government in respect of the activity in question.

Explanatory note:

In the case of the European Communities the provisions governing central government

bodies apply. However, regional bodies or conformity assessment systems may be

established within the European nunities in such cases would be subject to the

7. Local government body

Government other than ainment (e.g. states, provinces, Lander, cantons,
// ‘\i\\?}\‘\nﬂ

municipalities, etc.), its migig it . idy subject to the control of such
a government in respect of gl ' ih-aues \\

8. Non-governmental bédy z
x. rnment body, including a non-

> ateChnical regulation.

The following proced ITes 3 oyPs established in accordance

with the provisions of Arible 1 A
1. Technical expert gro ':,!. are unde panel author' Their terms of reference and
detailed working procedur€seshall be decide@by the panel, and they shall report to the

. AUBINENINEING

2. Participation in technical 7expert7gr¢ups shall bﬁestricted to pegsons of professional
o RAARINTURANINYA Y

3. Citizensqof parties to the dispute shall not serve on a technical expert group without the
joint agreement of the parties to the dispute, except in exceptional circumstances when the
panel considers that the need for specialized scientific expertise cannot be fulfilled

otherwise. Government officials of parties to the dispute shall not serve on a technical
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expert group. Members of technical expert groups shall serve in their individual capacities
and not as government representatives, nor as representatives of any organization.
Governments or organizations shall therefore not give them instructions with regard to

matters before a technical expert group.

4. Technical expert groups may consult and seek information and technical advice from any

source they deem appropriate. Be igal.expert group seeks such information or

advice from a source within thesju wasigmber, it shall inform the government of
that Member. Any Member"SRaIIMFESSond’ rorrwy to any request by a technical
expert group for such inforpati®nas/4hd tech

appropriate.

nics roup considers necessary and

5. The parties to a disputg el vant information provided to a
technical expert group, unlesg" it \ nature. Confidential information
provided to the technical exg D-5ha ed without formal authorization
from the government, org@ani tlon for: e-" ] pr d

information is requested from*the EeHmEa &

g the information. Where such
Cs group but release of such information by
the technical expert group is e ﬂfr ed;- pfidential summary of the information
will be provided by l:éff!f-rf: Y-!':‘,f-"-"-"-"“'-‘"-‘*-i"*i""-"‘-'-“'l-;-é plying the information.

6. The technical expert -.llo : 0 .,',L e Members concerned with a

i

view to obtaining their com;nents and taking them into account, as appropriate, in the final

report, which shP]autt} Q'Wﬂtmoffﬁqme” it is submitted to the

panel.

o2 159 8 CEPTRT T MG oornon ne

APPLICATION OF STANDARDS

General Provisions

A. For the purposes of this Code the definitions in Annex 1 of this Agreement shall apply.
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B. This Code is open to acceptance by any standardizing body within the territory of a
Member of the WTO, whether a central government body, a local government body, or a
non-governmental body; to any governmental regional standardizing body one or more
members of which are Members of the WTO; and to any non-governmental regional

standardizing body one or more members of which are situated within the territory of a

Member of the WTO (referred to in 1 gllectively as "standardizing bodies" and

individually as "the standardizing.0ody"). } ‘
,V - V . /
C. Standardizing bodies tha /6 3 @from this Code shall notify this

fact to the ISO/IEC Informati Séneva., Thegpotification shall include the name

standardization activities. off it Ation- he either directly to the ISO/IEC
Information Centre, or throu ational- member be f O/IEC or, preferably, through
the relevant national me ONET, as appropriate.

\

Substantive provisions

D. In respect of standards, dy Shall accord treatment to products

e WTO no less favourable than that

" 7!
=)

originating in the territory of any &ther M

accorded to like s;"{‘;f-—--m-----w--'---"----'-ﬁ-'-—--"-—-'s.f‘ ts originating in any other

country.

I
W
E. The standardizing body %pall ensure that standards are not prepared, adopted or applied

with a view to, oﬂt%ﬂeﬁoﬁﬂrﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂlﬁto international trade.

F. Where internatipnal standards exist‘or their completion is imminent, the standardizing

body shaq.lma q ﬂﬁmﬁ wiEfJ)fTﬁiﬁards it develops,

except qua international standards or relevant parts would be ineffective or
inappropriate, for instance, because of an insufficient level of protection or fundamental

climatic or geographical factors or fundamental technological problems.



244

G. With a view to harmonizing standards on as wide a basis as possible, the standardizing
body shall, in an appropriate way, play a full part, within the limits of its resources, in the
preparation by relevant international standardizing bodies of international standards
regarding subject matter for which it either has adopted, or expects to adopt, standards.

For standardizing bodies within the territory of a Member, participation in a particular

international standardization activ. sver possible, take place through one
delegation representing all s g bodies the territory that have adopted, or
expect to adopt, standa . atmhe international standardization

H. The standardizing bod prtheterritc I of a\Me nshall make every effort to avoid
duplication of, or overlap wiiii; thé ‘oi-other star g bodies in the national territory
or with the work of relevant 4 ( \ e a dizing bodies. They shall also
make every effort to achieVe 2 S o \ andards they develop. Likewise
the regional standardizing B0d 7 _ ¢ e ’i ) avoid duplication of, or overlap
with, the work of relevant internati cf’f... ] ' bodies.

I. Wherever appropriate, the 1ca r—- w flele specify standards based on product
vy riptive characteristics.

ody I’r] all publish a work programme

requirements in terms P EeHOHRGHCE ot OB
J. At least once every si
containing its name and ad‘dress the standards it is currently preparing and the standards

which it has adﬂeu Efﬂ w EJ ﬂﬁ Wﬁﬂ ﬂﬁer preparation from the

moment a decisidfj has been taken to develop a standard until that standard has been
adopted W oaw: w‘?ﬂﬂﬂ a ﬁvlded in English,
French or qpanrsh A notic ﬂmmm work programme shall be published in a
national or, as the case may be, regional publication of standardization activities.

The work programme shall for each standard indicate, in accordance with any ISONET

rules, the classification relevant to the subject matter, the stage attained in the standard's
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development, and the references of any international standards taken as a basis. No later
than at the time of publication of its work programme, the standardizing body shall notify the
existence thereof to the ISO/IEC Information Centre in Geneva.

The notification shall contain the name and address of the standardizing body, the name

and issue of the publication in which the work programme is published, the period to which

notification may be sent directiytosthe ISO/NEE gmation Centre, or, preferably, through
the relevant national membere atione ISONET, as appropriate.

K. The national member of | become a member of ISONET
or to appoint another bod a m 3§ to acquire the most advanced
membership type possible NET membe tandardlzmg bodies shall make
every effort to associat
L. Before adopting a st all allow a period of at least 60

days for the submission of landard by interested parties within the

o)

territory of a Member of the WTOUEHS e iu however, be shortened in cases where

urgent problems of safety, hea ﬂ eiVal w e.0r threaten to arise. No later than at

the start of the com Fbublish a notice announcing

the period for commentip O i aragraph J. Such notification

J
shall include, as far as practlcable whether the draft standard deviates from relevant

natora saiff g g AINUNINYINT

M. On the requestjof any interested party within the terrltory of a Member of the WTQO, the

standardi ma mmw oﬂm )a a draft standard
which it h mitted for co ny fees charged IS service shall, apart from the

real cost of delivery, be the same for foreign and domestic parties.
N. The standardizing body shall take into account, in the further processing of the standard,

the comments received during the period for commenting. Comments received through
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standardizing bodies that have accepted this Code of Good Practice shall, if so requested,
be replied to as promptly as possible. The reply shall include an explanation why a
deviation from relevant international standards is necessary.

O. Once the standard has been adopted, it shall be promptly published.

P. On the request of any interested party within the territory of a Member of the WTO, the

shall, apart from the real co$ ivery, be the -hlnaazzv_-_ri and domestic parties.
Q. The standardizing bog i &ito )6 consideration to, and adequate
opportunity for, consultatig aingfrep ithyrespect to the operation of this

Code presented by standag Ot d this Code of Good Practice. It

shall make an objective effogfto 0

[1] "Nationals" here shall be*de
)

eparate customs territory Member of

the WTO, to mean persons, are domiciled or who have a real and

. ; . hade) 4 2 .
effective industrial or commereialestablishime gustoms territory.

ﬂUEJ’JVIEW]?WEJ’]ﬂ‘i
ammmmumwmaa
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