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Thesis Title : Opinions on Thai History Textbooks at tae

Lower Secondary Level

Name $ Miss Suriphan Keanwattana
Departaent Secondary Zducation

Academic Year 13 '1974
ABSTRACT

Purpose

The purpose Qf this research wés toistudy opinions'of
teachers and étgdents on/Thai History textbooks at the lower
secondary level ﬁublished in .the academic year 1974 approv;d by
the Hinlstry of fdugption. specifie guestions were : the quality
of the textbooks! format, appropriateﬂess of content, relevance
of content organization to the preseribed curziculum, social
studiecs instruction and psychology of iearning. The findings of
-this study would. be valuable guidelines for the improvement of
Thai history textbooks and hisﬁory instruction at the lower

secondary Aeyel s

Procedures :

The procedure of this study consisted of two steps:g
(1) Studying the strong and weakpoints of nine Thai history

.textbooks at thelower secondary level pyblished in the acadenic -



year 1974, Results ware reported in descriptive form; (2) GQuestion-
naires concerqing the gquality of tﬁe texfbooks were sant to forty - -
two teachers and 270 students in fifteen governﬁent and private
lower secondary schools in Ratchaburi. The obtained data were
analyzed in pércentgge, meané.and standard deviations, and

presented in tables with explanations.

Conclusions :

-~

41l teachers and studénts salected for this study used
the texts written by the/Ministry of'iducation appointed

specialists.

Teachers believed /that ths format of the texts needed
improvement. -The content hagd only moderate relevance to the
curriculum and the objectives of teaéhihg Thai history and failed
to meet the students!! needs and infe:est. Vedy little of the
content was incorrect; and too brief. Lack of Conclusions, prﬁ-
jegts and actifities; éxercises, fefgrences for teachers, ‘footnotes,
indexes, appendixes; word 1ists, ‘and-bibliographies were the

_ .
major weakpoints of the texts wﬁibhlthe teachers had great need
ofe The quality of ‘the Sontedt) 1AaiGAtea by At knowledge éomponeﬁt,
its intellectual céﬁponent, and its appfopriateness wefe all satis-
factorye. Teachers recommended that the texfbooks should include
up - ta ~ date information. ‘

Students in general were satisfied with the textbooks regard-
less their weakpointss However they reconmended the books have

chapter conclusions, exercises, references and more pictures,
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