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Project Title Discourses on ethnic minorities in Thailand: A study of the
relationship between form and meaning

Investigator Dr. Krisadawan Hongladarom

Year April 2009

Abstract

Ethnic minorities in Northem Thailand, the so-called chaokhao ‘hilltribes', have
been stereotypically portrayed in the media and other forms of public discourses as
- forest destroyers, drug traffickers, and threats to the nation. These stereotypes have been
reproduced through socialization and sehool textbooks, reinforcing the notions "self" and
'other" in Thai society. This study seeks to explicate ideologies concerning these ethnic
minorities in Thai media discourse. The major aguments are that there are conflicting
views on them as represented in newspaper reports, and television programs. The
research addresses the following questions: (1) what can be concluded about the ways
journalists write, talk, and tell stories about hilltribe people, (2) what specific semantic
and discursive features are emploved, and (3) what contrastive ideologies can be derived
from the different sources of "talks~ about these ethnic groups. The main sources of data
are front-page news in several Thai newspapers and productions from Thoong Saeng
Tawan, a weekly TV series. Informzl interviews with TV producers as well as newspaper
columnists are conducted. The study concludes that racism still pervades in Thai news
discourse. It sheds light into an emerging body of research on how we talk about other
cultural and ethnic groups and how we maintain our identities by alienating the other.
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function of sustaining the interests of groups, ideologies have the cognitive function of
organizing the social representations (attitudes, knowledge) of the group, and thus
indirectly monitor the group-related social practices, and hence also the text and talk of
its members." (van Dijk 1995: 248)
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The initial official justification for the September raids was that the
people pushed back have engaged in destroying our forests and that
some of them are also drug traffickers.

(The Nation 1987 #19lu Kammerer 1987: 93)
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Highlanders are "cultivators of illegal opium puppies who cut down the
nation's forests, thereby destroying the watersheds, which results in
flooding in the lowlands and, eventually, to reduced rainfall and drought.
(Bangkok Post 1987 &n3lu Kammerer 1987: 93)
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Wildlife Sanctuary

Lead Mine Faces Rising Opposition
Thai Karens Push For Its Closure.
(Bangkok Post, 14 July 1998)
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The Klity lead mine which releases toxic waste water into Thung Yai
Naresuan Wildlife Sanctuary must be closed, declared the Thai Karen in

Western Thailand Group.

The group network of mostly forest-dwelling ethnic Karen in western
Thailand said they will mobilise support from environmental groups and
Karen in other parts of the country in order to get the Klity mine closed.

(Paragraphs 1-2)
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ATIYA ACHAKULWISUT

poLLUTIOR: Ducks dropped dead. So have cattle in
Lower Klity village after drinking water from a
stream which is contaminated by toxic waste
from a lead mine. The spoiled water is a source
of great musery for Karen villagers there

he morning mist lifts to re-
veal a field of orange and
white flowers. Young Karen
girls in traditional white
overalls walk along a narrow
ianding path, giggling. The air is ripe
it the scent of orange blossoms.

On the surface, the Lower Klity village
s & romantic’s dreamland. Tucked in a
ezl valley on the west rim of Thungyai
vezresuan Wildlife Sanctuary in Kan-
sgnaburi province, the village is pic-
esque, with mountains in the back-
-und and Huai Klity stream flowing by
;ze a line of ribbon. The Karen inhabi-
~nts are peaceful and generous. Most
ow rice and chillies or raise livestock
- support themselves on a subsistence
*2318.

The problem in this seemingly worry-
z¢ village is that no one touches or gets
:ar the water in the stream unless ab-
iutely necessary.

“The water is poisoned,” one villager
5. “I felt dizzy crossing the stream one
me.” a voung woman echoed. The water
- muddy. It oozes a fetid smell and sick-
.zs whoever drinks or comes into contact
~itn it, one after another villager voiced
fEIr CONCern.

TSP 27
R

The future looks bleak for new generations
of Karens in Lower Klity village as their water

3
2 (unenanlwdd, 24 wuwnwsu 2541)



- Threats to their
natural environment,
pressure on their
social structures and
poverty has
strengthened the
indigenous Karens’
cultural identity and
led to the realisation
only by working
together and

supporting each other

will they survive

FE e Ve,

_ SANITSUDA EKACHAI

were about to sell
the-nearby forest to
an open zoo opera-
_ tor, the Karens at
Samakae village in Kanchanaburi re-
fused to take it lying down. )

" Knowing their small village could
not fight the combined power of offi-
cials and big business, they mobilised
the help of other Karen communities
and environmental groups.

That was how the Karens at Kan-
chanahuri’s Baan Samakae, Tambon
Nasuan, Sri Sawad district, saved
their forest.

hen land speculators
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Left: Karen forest
dwellers in
western Thailand
Join hands in
solidarity with the
collective aim of
protecting the
forest and their
livelihood.

(ursnanlwad, 17 nsngaan 2541)



L.aws for the forests

ving

's Mae Sariang district. The Karens [

-encroached land are common in the mountainous area of the

Salween National Park in Mae Hong Son
there practise slash-and-burn farming.

FORESTRY

Paiches of newly

Thailand’s forestry laws face problems of enforcemer

SUPRADIT KANWANICH
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ional Park patrol a patch of land recently burnt b

encroachers. The Forestry Department w

Ul plant tree seedlings here.
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DEVELOPMENT: The Karen villagers of Mae Wang say that d flower farm is
threatening theimr water supply, the environment and their way of life.

rought looms again over Mr

Joni Odushas’s village in

Chiang Mai. but this vear

he and his feliow Karen vil-
lzgers are more concerned with 2
nearby fiower farm. Thev believe its
sucking up all of the remaining wa-
ter,

Yor-phoeh Daoravibia feeds her
pigs every day. In the evening, she is
more tired than usual. Household
work, tending ‘her small farm and
iooking after her threz children did
not so weigh heavily on her in the
pasr. But now, chan are creeping
her life, into the village and into
ine Mae Wang water 'I‘he ar
ai drought has corr
iime earlier, and dr

Now she has to carr water frem
the Huey Mae Sapok creek. “It's quite
he said.
an the piped
age, " she zaid
irees are dry.
e=k. a branch
is also drv-

Ye used to depe
WRTET SYSLem in our A
aw that the water
re the pipe-e The
v the Mae W,

= water level
r-ohoel’s hus-
there's still

£ down,” said )
band. Suphur

Ty
enough Yor our home 2nd the small
vegetable garden.”

Ms Yor-phoeh and M

Suphor live
ed; they are

1 the Mae Wang wa:
two of the approxima
villagers who guard t
Ancient village tra
them to keep the fores
green. They have | hed activitics
such as “forest or ion™ — tying
saffron robes around irces to protect

forested arca.
ons compel
t fertile and

thedy from poach — and have
dren up rules pr ng the cut-
ting down of trees i COMmUnItY

siectrical cur-
cawch fish and

forest, hunting,

] 1opnaardnine
nazural people who

protect rather
than destroy the environment. Many

researchers confirm this belief, in-

SUPAPA JANCHITFAH

chief of Mae Wang district, said the
company did not use water from the
Mae Sapok stream.

“It has its own water wells,” he
said.

But the viliagers point out that the
wells are dug very close to the
stream, allowing its water to seep
into the wells. The company's pumps
then suck water from these wells.

They complain that their natural
watershed management system is no
match for the company’s project.

“We grow rice and vegetables,
enough to sustain our families,” said
Mr Joni, who is widely respected by
fellow Karens. He won & Kon Dee Sri
Sangkhom award for his secial work
a few vears ago

Mr Joni claimed that the company
has an.endless demand for water.

“They need to grow chrysanthe-
mume all vear round. This will cer-
tainiy affect our water supple”™

Agriculture chief Samai. however,
has washed his hands of the problem.
He s2id he has “nothing to de with
the deficiency of the water pipes in
villages downstream. J\Iyv mandate is
o look after water for culzivation, not
the villages' piped water

“Besides, those villagers who
speak against this project do not take
good care of their piped water system.

They just let the water fiow wasteful- .

1¥." said Mr Samai.

Bu: villagers argue that they are
very careful with water because they
know where it comes from.

“We have a saying that we take se-

riousiv: To have water to drink, guard
the water; to have a forest to enjoy,
guard the forest,” said Mr Suphor,
“This is our beliefl and we practise
in” s
ers CONCETNE,
Iv hv officials.
san Wangsri-

No problem: The vi
however. are taken

Tiomncreat MP 1
wons of the Enviranimen-
1l Comimitice: “there will
be no coaflicts over the waler”

She told Sunday Perspective: “1f
the company does not use the water,

But many of the villagers are un-
willing to work for T'sai Fang.

“We don't want to work for them,”
said Mr Suphor, who has land adjoin-

“ing the fiower farm. “1 am afraid of

their iniensive use of chemicals. 1
want to be independent. 1 want to
grow just enough to feed my family. 1
want to follow the advice of the King
to be sell-sufficient,” said Mr Suphor.

Fears and tears: To the villagers,
growing chrysanthemums is nothing
new. Organisers-of a Royal Project
once encouraged them to grow the
flowers.

“1 know how to tend to them, but
bad weatner and intensive chemical

use made us decide to scrap the pro- T

ject " eaid Mr Joni

Village headman Nu-loeh Maneer-
attawongsiri agrees.

Mr Nu-loeh said his farm did not
wvield good flowers. “I don't know
why,” he said. Nu-logh has lent his 15
rai of land to the Tsai Fang project for
150,000 baht for five years.

According to Mr Nu-loeh, 126 out

sible eSects of pestici and chemi
cals. The company w3 ant Neem
trees. Trichodermmas and fungalecides
In the worst cases the company wil
use [x: egrated Pest trol [whict
a\'meh ofm -ds, not fus
" said MrS

rs proies
cals wher
they themselves use ticides anc
chemicals on their farms?" he won
dered.

“Joni and hic village === the heavi
est users of chemicals. “ou know.

pesticices and chemi
Our farming is mostly 1
sumpzicn, while the ficwss farm'iz op
erati»z on a commercial scale saic
Mr Ju._.

— MOXTRI CHANTHAWONG

One of the small ponds dug by workers at Hn Tsui Fang fower farm.

(unenanlindd, 5 tusigu 2542)



" Mr Suphor and his familv raise pigs and chickens and grow vegetables for home consumption. — SUPARA

JANCHITFAH

cluding Dr Uraiwzn Tankimyong of
Chiang Mai University.

Despite their best efforts, the
Karen villagers have found it hard te
cope with this vezr’s drought. Their
buffaloes. cows and other animals
have also suffered.

Every vear the Narens in the Mae
Wang watershed area reduce their
agricultural activines during the dry
season.

-1 think this eariy drought is due to
thfee things,” sz2id Mr Jor-koeh
Neapotae, chairman of the Mae Wang
watershed managsment committee.

The first is El Nino, he said.

*The second reason is that the
trees in our fores: reserve are grow-
ing and thus need more water.

“The third reason is the new flower
farm project.” he said, pointing to the
Tsai Fang International Co. Ltd.

Water conflict: Mr Jor-koeh and
many other villagers are opposed to
the flower farm project-located on
one side of the ua..ershed They claim
the company, which grows chrysan-
themums to se!' overseas. is sucking
water from the nearby Mae Sapok
slream.

Interviewed &x Sunday FPerspec-
tive, Mr Samai Boonton. agriculture

the water will flow downstream un-
used. '

“If the amount of water is insuffi-
cient for nearby communities, that is
not the company’s fault as the compa-
ny does not block the waterwey. I be-
lieve that this is just a matter of man-
agement,” said Ms Laddawan.

Agriculture chief Mr Samai guar-
anteed that villagers will reap finan-
cial rewards from the project. First,
the company will hire about 300 peo-
ple, he said. In addition, the company
will teach villagers its new flower-
farming techniques.

“When the villagers learn thése
things, they can grow the flowers
themselves. The company will sup-
port them with seedlings and mateni-

‘als, and the company will buy their

flowers,” said Mr Samai.

“But now, in the beginning. the vii-
lagers must learn first.”

On the day Sunday Perspective vis-
ited, only three employees from hae
Rim district and a Tahwanese man
were working at the site. Tsai Fang
execulives were not available for
comment.

“The locals do not have adequate
skills right now,” Mr Samai ex
plained. “Bul this is just the begin-
ning of the project.”

of 415 residents of Huey Tong village
are in {zvour of the project. Abour 80
of them are willing to werk for Tsai
F 1, work these days is spo-
t.

“The company allows us to work for
a few cz=ys at a time. There is very lit-
de to cz. as the farm is not yet fully
operaticaal,” said Mr Nu-loeh.

Thosz who oppose the project fear
company may hire people
ide the village to work in

< or hunt animals for food
zgainst the Karens' rules.
most among the villagers’
s the use of chemicals and
, and they have held
10 express this concern,
located &t the head of a wa-
tersheZ. Festicides and herbicides can
ite the water, which serves
ownstream.” said Mr Joni.
Acco —::_nn Lo experts, the use of any
czi substance will have some
the environmen{ "Fungal-
2 other chemical substances

“ier they are used,” said Gen-

strv of Agriculture.
1 discounts the villagers'

81

Mr Joni said he started using
chemicals in 1972 when agriculture
officials visited his village and ad-
vised the villagers to use chemizals
‘and pesticides to increase their vield

“That was when we jost our way
When we followed them, we became
more and more lost. Afier a long peri
od of failure, we still were unable
find our way back. It was only when
NGO workers came in 1955 and er,
cpuraged us to return to the oid was
of cultivation that 1 was abie 10 swy
using chemicals,” said Mr Jon:

Words of assurance: Mr Sama:
promised that chemical use 21 th:
flower project will be strictiv con
trolled, as it will be looked afier or
the Chiang Mai Biological Conira
Centre (BCC), an office under the
Ministry of Agriculiure. The BCC
mandate is to encourage the use o
natural methods of pest control.

“Villagers should not worry
much as we have a pood
eontrol the use of chemical: and pes
ticides. The Biological Contro! Centr
will ensure this.” said Mr Samai.

However. Mr Thanin ’-’ar.amn o
the BCC said thai the centre wili ac
only as a consultant w the co g
and only when the compan:
-advice.

“We don't have enough officials 1
g0 to the site 10 demonstraze nutur
methods of pest control and &
]n\\-up We have very few st :
in Chiang Mai. Our work covers nin
provinces in the North. How
monitor and collect informsa
enly this project?” said Mr T:

For Mr Suphor, linking
lagers' livelihoods to markets

“The project 1s going w m
pendent on the company, t
kets. If the company closes,
starve. Why don't officials encouray
us to be self-sufficient, as the Kin
has suggested?”

Villagers have demanded that tr
Tambon Administration Organisatic
(TAQ) arrange a public hea
the Tsai Fang flower farm. on i
grounds that it will directly affe
their livelihoods.

“We have this right under the ne
constitution,” said Mr Jor-koeh. refe
ring to articles 36 and 290 (see b

Locals — such as Mr Suph
the rest of the Mae Wang water
management committee — emph
sise that they aren't asking for muc
“We are only asking one thing of t!
Eovernment: Don’t take away ol
natural resources.

“If the government will do only th
one little thing, we will survive !
generations ... instead of starving
death,” said Mr Suphor.

W W1
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farm run by the Tsa;

.\ Fang Intemationar

7 Company is vausing;
” water shoriage in thex
communiy. But disti
officials maintain thay
company does nol g
waler from the nearty

Mae Sapok stream,

Flower power

SUPARA JANCHITFAH

T"he Mae Wang watershed is the

main source of water for over
300,000 people in Chiang Mai's Mae
Wang, San Patong and Jom Thong
districts.

The watershed 15 fed by streams
from Inthanon, Pongsmith, Monya,
Khunwin and Pathong mountains.
The Mae Wang River iz a branch of
the Mae Ping River. The nearby Mae
Win Valley was a tourist trekking site
in the early 1890s. )

Some B,000 residents from 42
small communities formed their ovn
>ment committee fof the wa-
. which meets twicea month.
Tsai Fang Internatifnal Com-
remistered in Chiang Mai
e. is owned by Thais and Tai-
wanese, with locals holding 51%.

The company leased 48 rai of land
lage of Huey Tong, Mae Win

where they dug up four two-metre
deep wells. ’

According to Mae Wang district
agriculture chief Samai Boonton, this
project will benefit the villagers as
the cempanv has other businesses.

he company will supply chrysan-
themums to the international market
and it has good networking. It has
good techniques and new technology,”
said the official

This small project has raised many
evebrows. including those of Mr Mon-
tri Chanthawong of the Foundation
for Ecology Recovery.

“The government should revise its
export-oriented policy. Are.we really
so hungry for dollars that we've for-
eotten about the locals? Mr Montri
wondered. oL

“Exports will certainly benefit ex-

trict of Mae Wanp district, . their way of life.”

porters more than the locals. A%
locals are the ones who nurie®
natural resources; they have m&=
needs. Why doesn't the gover ™
set up a system for using naivn]
sources in an environmew]
friendly manner where every 7
must abide by it? This is the <
help locals.”

lgr Chaiyan Wanaputhi of C‘d
Mai University said that ma~
cials do not like villagers wh,
too much. They prefer the fam]
of the silent, passive culturc.

“But now, under the new ™,
tion, villagers have the nght ' .~
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‘Under the new constitution, villagers have the
right ro decide the fate of projects that affect
their livelihoods. All parties who are affected

should discuss and clarify the impact that chemia
natural resources or trunsportation of the produa

might have on their culture or their way of life’
DR CHATYAN WANAPUTHI :

~cticle 56: An individual’s right
csoperate with the state and
unities in the following WaYS
iected: conservation and ex-
p!o..au'on of natural resources and
bm-;ii\'ersit_\', protection and pro-
motion of environmental preserva-
tion 1o enable people 1o live in an
environment that does not damage
health. well-being or the quality of
life. The right, however, must be in
accordance with the law, -

Projec!.g or activities that may
cause serious, negative impact to
the eavironment are forbidden ex-
cept studies and assessment that
have been approved by indepen-
dent badies consisting of private
envirenmental organisations. Con-
sulation myst also be sought from
representatives of related universi-
tics before the implementation of
guca projects.

to
co
is

the fate of projects that i:.-(_'-"__

livelihoods. All parties wh, *~
ed should discuss and cly,;
pact that chemicals, ./
Sources or Lransportatior, )
ucts might have on their !

“l am also concerned .
land rights problem in the oy
the company want to gre,
only? Or does it have same «
den agenda™ he added.

But despite such cong,
Laddawan is optimistic.

“It is impossible for the o5
obtain land rights unlew&
new constitution providg
controls. Besides. many p
about this project.”

But Dr Chaiyan pointed ¢
the past compahies have o
rawed” land from locals vy
land rights documents. Ty
then later learned that the
have to move because the o
were able to obtain the lané,

“Remember, money talks'
Chaiyan.

An individ__ua]'sl__ rig: :

Environmental rights
under new Charter

charge= against governmes
gan.isat!nus, state enterpriss
administrations or ather =¥
ies that fail to abide by thc?
clauses 1 and 2 is protected.
Article 290: Local adm
tions retain the lawful right:*
mote and maintain envirm®
quality. The measures must &
(1) Management, maist®
and exploitation of naw?
sources in their own arcas :
(2) Locals’ participatioo?
conservation of resources 5%
ronment outside their are$;
environmental hazard pel
threat to the livelihood of <%
their arees. g
(3) Locals’ participatiar §
deliberation on projects v ©
ties outside their areas 1M
have an adverse impact % 5
Eiru_pmfnl.a] quality or f"”_‘
€ focal people.

peop J



MINORITY ISSUES: After decades of liing
at Wat Tham Krabok, the Flmong finds
that the shadow of illegal drug
dealings is destroying their haven.
SURAT JINAKUL and RANGSI JINATHONGPRADIT

at Tham Krabok in

Saraburi sits on a 200

rai piece af land which,

for over two decades, has
been known as a safe haven for cthnic
Hmong immigrants in Thailand. Cur-
rently, close to 30,000 Hmong live ia
the temple area. But this haven may
not remain safe for long.

Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai re-
cently announced a government poli-
ey whereby Hmong will be driven out
of Wal Tham Krabok.

This policy statement followed mil-
itary, Interior Ministry, and National
Security Council recommendations
thai the Hmong be either repatriated
to Lavs or move out of Wat Tham
Krabok, citing reports linking the
Hmong to illegal activities ranging
from the possession of drugs and
weapons, as well as other crimes.

ks: Wat Tham Krabok

Thailand's largest deoye

Murcotic li
15 known o
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This Hmo
womar i
Tak'’s Ph.
Phra dist
claims po
have fals
accused h
drug traff
ing.

— PICTURE
SUPAMART 1

Phra Chamroon Panchan is assist
authorities with ongoing investigatio:

Recently, three Hmong were arve:
ed in Tuk on drug possession charg:
During questioning, the three prote:
ed their innocence, claiming they wo
framed by police. They said office
had threatened to extort 100,000 ba
from them, and because they did:s
give in Lo police demands, all thr
were accused of possessing drugs.

Following the arrest, over 2¢
Himong protested outside the loc
police station, demanding the thr
be released. In the course of tl
protest. 126 Hmong were arrested «
charpes of rioting. obstructing poli
duty, assault and damaging sta
propery. The case reniaing under it
vestigation, and so far, 15 policeme
have been transferred out of Tak o
connection with the case,

The Hmong have also been impl
cated in other illegal activitices, sue
s ahdnetinns

(urenanlwad, 23 Fwnaun 2542)



rehabilitation centre. Several hun-
dred Thais receive treatment there
and — tegether with the thonsands
of Hmong Living ab the temple and in
the surrounding area — the popula-
tion has swollen bevond that of a
Hmong village in Mac Sot district in
Tak province, or any uther cthaic
commusity i the country,

The living conditions ot the temple
have much to be desired. Wat Tham
Krabok. in fact. houses far more peo-
ple than Bangkok's infameus Kiong
Toey slums.

Over the vears, some members of
the resident Hmong community
turned the temple into a druy distri-
bution centre. Saraburi Governor
Pravoon Prompan readily admits
that the Hmong are actively engaged
in the narcotics trade.

. however, that there has
never been actual drug production on
temple zrounds. A recent Nutional
Council inves:igation sup-
View,

cotics police have long kept
zve on the Hmone, believing
inng to a major drug gang in-
ing large quantities
rder,

g to the Narcotics Sup-
Bureau INSB: which has
illegal activities in the
several vears, the Hmong
ive in the drug trade only
after 1954, the year Burma's drue
warlord Khun 3a surrendered to the
Burmese military regime.,

The Red Wa army, a Burmese rebel
group, filled the void left by Khun Sa,
extending its drug Lrafficking net-
work to the Thai border.

The Hmong established close ties
with the Red Wa, Akha and Shan
peuple living along the Thai-Burinese
border. where many illicit drug pro-
ducing factories were located. Accord-
ing to NSB chief Pal Lt-Gen
Nophadol Somboonsap, the Hmong
at Wat Tham Krabok became either
drug wholesalers, particularly in am-
phetamines, or mere peddlers.

CHIANG MAL
Ban Huay Luek,-

Innocent of charges? In the past
seven months, polive have seized vver
12 million amphetamine tablets in
the North, of which one million pilis
were seized from Hmong suspects.

The abbot of Wat Tham Krabok,
Phra Chamroon Panchan, does not
deny that there are drugs at the tem-
ple. He claims the drugs, however,
are “brought in by outsiders, and
these outsiders include some govern-
ment officials and police.”

A former Magsaysay Award recipi-
ent, the abbot says that there are
good as well as bad Hmeng. .

=Just like the government,” he said,
“there are some officers who are in-
volved in drugs and some who are not.”

In June this year, it was reported
that a gang of Hmong abducted two
policemen from Mae Sot in Taz
province and demanded a ransom of
three million baht. The pulice were
captured while acting as undercover
agents in a drug deal. Two days later
they were released, bul the Hmonz
gang remains at large.

Security threat: Elsewhere, polic:
confiscated six AK47 assault nfles. =
M16 rifle, a carbine, a pistol and a.-
most 17,000 rounds of assorted am-
munition, hidden in Lan Sang Ma-
tional Park in the Hmong village 7
Baan Pha Phang in Tak province.

In another incident, two men wer=
arrested in Bangkok and a lurge
quantity of war weapons and ammu-
nition, which included two RPG rock-
et launchers, four RPG rockets, seven
M72 grenades, 50,000 rounds ol M16
and Ak47 ammunition, were seized

Both the arrested men confessed
thal the weapons were destined for
the Hmong in Phop Phra district of
Tak province and would be used to
protect drug trafficking activities.

The Hmong's involvement in drug
trafficking is not the unly concern of uu-
thorities in Thailand. The Thai Govern-
ment also believes that the Hmong com-
munity could threaten bilateral rela-
tions with Laecs and worsen mutual un-
derstanding between both countries.

The Lantian gnvernment has ex

84
Haven at Wat Tham Krabok

About 30,000 Hmong al Wal Tham Krabok in Phra Phutihabal
district of Saraburi came from various provinces in the North,
afler they migraled from Burma and Laos several years ago.

* Recently the Thai govemment announced a plan lo move the
Hmong out of the lemple and reseltle them at a former
Vielnamesa refugee camp in Sikhieu district, Nakhon
Ralchasima, citing reports of their fink fo illegal activities such as

S

s

ing at Wat Tham Krabok are organis-
ing an anti-Vientiane t with
Thai support.

The Laotian government agrecs
that some of the 10,000 Hmong hill-
tribe refugees who have taken shelter
at the Tham Krabok drug rehabilita-
tion centre constitute a threat to na-
tionul security.

Many of the Hmong living at the tem-
ple were former rightist fighters, and
the aul!iorities in Vientiane believe that
most of the Hmong refugees are loyal to
right-wing resistance leader General
Wang Pao. (See Back Page)

Laos has repeatedly urged Thai-
land to take tough action against the
resistance forces which it claims or-

ganise their anti-Vientiane activities
an Thai seil.

Thailand, however, denies the alle-
gation that rebel forces use the king-
dom as a staging area for atincks on
neighbouring Laos.

Thai authorities, on several occa-
siong, have asked Laotian authorities
to help repatriate the Hmong to Laos.
The Laotian government claims they
are not ready:

In 4 recent visit to Vientiane, Army
chief Gen Chettha Thanajaro asked
the Laotian government to take back
those Hmony living in Wat Tham
Krabek. So far. nothing has come out
of the digcussion.

Next month, representatives from
Thailand and Laos will n
ther discuss the issue of the |

A source in the Interior Ministry
said that he is doubtful if this meet-
ing will lead to a solution. “The Laut-
ian government have said time and
time again they are not ready to re-
ceive the Hmong and 1 don't think
they will be ready this time.”

Screening the -nisfits: The army
geested to the interior Ministry
the Hmong be moved to a tempuor
camp in Nakhon Ratchosima for be
supervision. This was a former hole
centre for Vietnamese. However, rol
tion attempts proved futile due
staunch vpposition from Phra Ch
roan, as well as budget consteaints

Early this month, the Nat
curity Council reached a docisio

move former right-wing dissid
Hmong out of Wat Tham Krabok.

Accordingly, a source savs that
military has agreed to separate
Hmong into two groups — those
valved in the drug trade, and (b
who are former right-wing fighter

However, this may not prove t
easy as they mingle in the Hm
cemmunity.

Special Branch Bureau Como
sioner Pol Lt Gen Somkiat Phuany
said something needs to be done.

“They have no wentity cards :
there's no one to contro! them,’
said. “That'’s dangerous.”

Pol Lt Gen Somkiat fenrs tha
those Hmong druy addic war
the temple to seek treatment can
kick their habit. thev wiil turs
erime in order to get money to =
tain their drug-taking ha

He also said not only
Hmong pose a threat o natio
securily, they also take up resour
in Thailand.

“The Thai povernmem has
spend money to serve the commun
W provide e wilh waler, elech
ity and when they are sick and hs
to go to hospital, they take up a i
ited budget. We cannot provide
these people.”

He also pointed out that there is
school at Tham Krabak temple for t
children of the Hmong community.

“What will these children do wh
they grow up?”

Meanwhile, the Hmong realise b
they have — through their vwn actic
or inaction — allowed the spectre of
‘18gal substances to destroy the hav
that they have enjoyed for decades.
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