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ABSTRACT

Wat and the Safichd in Thailand are deemed to be
institutions fundamental #o/ the existence of Buddhism gtanding
aloof from worldliness./ In reality, however, Wat and the Sanghg
©are unavoidobly influenced by agcvcial ,political and especially
econcmic environments. /This is because Walb has religious
expenses as well as othen priwste institutions have their
own Yet there has been no elaborate studics on the development
of the economy of the Wat in Theiland before.

The purpose -of this thesis,-therefore ig to analyse
the Wat econeomy in Bangkok between 2325 BE - 2453 BE. Which
was the period during which a great change occurred in the Wat
cconoiry. The development of the Wat, sconomy was closely relate?
to the bigser econbduil lsystenm | We should dnderstand the
government's policies“toward the 'Wat economy and the impact of
the change in the Wat economy oén the ecoremy and thelsociety
as g wholef L

The'rescarch reveals that although the Wat did not
originate as.economic institution, Wat and economy was connected
since the former time because Wet possessed the major means of
production i.e¢, land and labor. By this Wai beceme one of the

prosperous e¢conomic institutions in the history of Thai feudalism.



Kevertheless, the fact that the cconony of the Yet
was supporied principally by the government and townsnen and
that Buddism, unlike the Catholic Churci. in the Middle Asze of
Europe, had naver been so powerful that it became a challense
to the Kingdom made the Wat econcmy dependent on the government.
It was unable to eveolve into a powsrful cconomic institution.
HMorevver the rulcs and disciplines of Sancha hampencd its
economic development., Yet Wat bencfited from this dependent
relations privilcges -pestowed from the-government and the belief _
of being the psople ™Mca=ta-bun" (the ficld on which man cultivetes
merit). The velicf¥hotWet and the Sangha symbolized the
survival of fthe religlionm gnablecd Wat to recap profits from the
people discrectly and the peorle woere reaped voluntarity hopinge
that the merit would xeward thom with a beiter life. Consequently
the zovernment and the pegpleispent a greant deal for religious
activities. Wet turngd fhis” beneficc into such a stable
economic base. Scme Wat became self-rceliant. Since Wat
absorbed a grest deal of bencfits fronm the socicty while
refturned very little, Wet was, in a wey, ruining the econony
and the socicty.

In the relen of King Rama V, the ecornomy of th. Wat
was so prosperous ithat some became cconomic institution with
business operated by managers. Thg ,struggle for survival under
such feudal-capitalist’ ccononmic syatem caused Wat to abandon
its reliidjous duty and integrity. The deviation from the original
purpose of Wat in Bangkok to become thé petty bourszeosic at

present I8 indecdye 'matter of sreat conecrm.
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