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ABSTRACT

This %he#is has as its aim a study of the various con-
stitutions which have been promulgated since the change of the
regime in Thailand from an absolute monarchy to & constitutional
government down to the lastest constitution recently proclaimed.
This study is based on the documentary method. It begins with
an analysis of the ideas which have emanated from the intercourse
which Thailand opened with foreign countries in the nineteenth
century through the signing of treaties with them. It describes
the causes of the promulgation and abolition of the various ‘
constitutionsas well as a comparative treatment of the contents
of thfs€constitutions. The material which is used as evidencé
for the thesis is derived from government offices, university
libraries as well as from other sources such as the National
Library, thé National Archives Office, the Department of the

Carbinet and Chulalongkorn University.

This thesis is divided into five ehapters. The first

chapter refers to the meaning, general contents and the changes



of the constitutions. The second chapter deals with origins
and gradual spread of democratic ideas before the 1932 change
of the regime as weli as the concepts of King Chulalongkorn,
King Vajirevudh and King Prajatipok on this vital matter. The
third chapter is concerned with the political conditions under
the constitutional government from 1932 to 1947, which period
was géverned by the constitution df December 10, 1932. The
first provisional constitution written by the People's Party
was declared on June 27, 1932, The government éf the countrg
during that period was under the Pibulsonggram's regime as the
Prihe Minister and the "1947 Coup d'.Etat," The fourth chapter
continues to deal with the political conditions of the coﬁntry
during 1948-1978., The fifth chapter ends with a comparative

analysis of the Thai constitutions.
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