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ABSPACT

The objective of /this dissertation is to study the Ministry
of Commerce's policies rggarding commodity price stabilization, the
organization structure of the Department of Internal Trade, its past
and present operation including operation;i problens and obstacies
encountered by the Department. The study Rowyses on the trade
promotion and the control aspects.  The opinions of retail shops
supported by the Department were surveyed via questionnaires and
both operational aspects were analysed.

The study found that the pastioperation of the Department
which can be regardéd.as Successful i§ the promotion aspect. Most
of the Department’s objectives in this field were achieved i.e. there
has been an increase in' the number of retail shops owned by Thai
people and the provincial trading companies have became well«~known.
Moreover, these 2 types of trade were able to function as the
Department’s agent in the distribution of commodities to both rural
and urban areas. Regarding the control aspect, the Department’s
operation has helped slowing down and maintainin§ comodities prices

in the market which in turn have direct effects on the cost of living.



The problems found in the operation are the overlapping
of responsibilities in many functions of the Department, shortages
of officers in charge, inadequate budget, poor coordination between
relevant departments, low publicity, gaps in laws which facilitate
violation, external economic factors, lagk of cooperation from the
public

It is then suggested that

1. Promotion aspect. /There should be an amendment in rules
and regulafion of retailishop promotion. The Department should also
bring about more supportive measures to increase the number of
provincial trading companies, if these are able to act government
agents,

2. Control aspect. The Department should encourage more
cooperation between.relevant functions, Dy setting up a price fixing
and anti-monopoly central committee office re5ponsibie for commodities
price fixing and preventing trade monopoclisation. Moreover, there
should be an amendment ‘imsthe price fixing and anti-monopoly act

to eliminate the existing gap and allow stiff penaliy measures.
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