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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the attitudes
of Chulalongkorn University students towards religion. Subjects
were 430 seniors: 196 males and 234 females. Of these numbers
approximately 50 persons were selected from each of the 9 fzculties
in Chulalongkorn University. The guestionnaire used in this study
was an adaptation of Professor Basabe's questionnaire which had been
used to investigate the attitudes of the Japanese youth towards
religion. Therewas also a form of written interview constructed
with some help from a Thai cultural anthopologist to get the detail
of the responses for discussion of the results. TFor analysis of
responses, subjects were divided into four categories: (a) by sex
(b) by academic subjects (c) by life ideal (d) by backgrounds of
faith. When the responses were analysed by using percentage, it
was found that the majority of the subjects had a favorable
attitude towards religion. They viewed religion as a moral restraint
and as a support for man's heart. When variance of the subjects'
responses was analysed, it was found that :- (a) There were
significant differences in attitudes towards religion between males
and females: females had a more favorable attitude towards religion
than males. (b) There was no significant difference in attitudes
towards religion among the students who studied in four different
subjects: natural science, social scilence, humanities, and fine arts.
(¢c) There were significant differences in attitudes towards religion
among the students who belonged to different life ideal groups:

(1) without any special aims, to try to live satisfied and in
harpony - with the environment and the circumstances which surround
me (2) to live a life according to my likes and interests (3) to
seek after a good social position, wealth and fame (4) to live a
clean and honest life (5) to exert myself for the good of men
and society. The two pairs of groups which were significantly

different were group (4) and (3), and group (4) and (5); namely



group (L) had a more favorable attitude towards religion than

group (3) and group (5) (4) There were significant differences
in attitudes towards religion among students who belonged to

groups having different backgrounds of faith: (1) own conviction

(2) following parents' opinion (3) not yet decided (4) non-believ-
ing. The group which was significantly different from the other
three groups was the non-believing which had a less favorable

attitude towards religion.
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