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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze the fertility of Thai
women in rural Thailand. Analysis was done by comparing Thai women of
various economic and social strata, and factors affecting fertility,

The hypothesis is: _

"Pomen of high economic and social status usually have lower
fertility,"

Data were collected by the Mational Loangitudinal Survey of Social,
Leconomic and Demographic Change in Thailand, Chulalongkorn University,
April - May, 1959. The sample is a strratifi.d . selection of 1:2000
of all houscholds in rural areas. The method used in collecting data was
to aduinister questionnaires to heads of households and their wives, and
also every ever-married woman in the family. The study emphasizes
rclationships between various factors and fertility. |

It was found in this study that fertility was aifccted by demo~
graphic, social, economic and psychological factors. The demographic
factor that most strongly aiffected fertility was age at marriage. It
was found that the number of live births decreased with the increasec of
age at marriage, It was also found that duration of marringe effects
fertility. It was found that the location of residence within the villageA:
did not significantly affect fertility. 4

Conceraing social factors, it was iound that therec was a clesc
relationship between level of education and fertility, for the number of
iive births was less anong couplcs who have secondary cducation than
among those with lower cducation. However, on thc contrary, the number
of live births was intermediate among women educated to higher levels.
Religion and working outside the household after marriage were not related
to fertility.

The economic factor that most strongly aifected ifertility was land
ownership. Humbar of live births increased with the increase of size of

farm. It was found that husband's océupation did not relate to fertility.



The psychological factor that most strongly affected fertility
was the attitude toward family planning. It was found that the propor-
tion of woaen who accepted birth control increased with an increase in
their number of 1live births.

In conclusion, this study showed that the number of live births
decreased when age at marriage increased. Both husbands and wives had
the greatest number of children when they were of low education of levels
anc the smallest number of children when they were of secondary educatioﬁ.
Yomen of higher cconomic status had more children than those of lower
cconomic status, and more women accepted family planning among those

having many children.
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