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- ABSTRACT

The main objective of the thesis is to gain knowledge of the
development in Thailand of history curriculum at both elementary and
secondary education levels., A generél survey is thus made to‘unfold
this development from the first establishment of schools and the first
effort made by the Thai Goverﬁment during the reign of King Rama V
to introduce modern curriculum as well as modern teaching-learning
process, ﬁowever, the attempt caﬁ only be limited to the development A
of aims, objectives and major characteristics of the content or subject

matter of the so-called "general education" curriculum,

‘The research can be said to be documentary or historical in
approach. Also similar to most historical writings, the research

report is writteh in the manner of analytical description,
It is found from the survey that:

During the reign of King Rama V, history only had its place
as part of the Thai language curriculum by providing the curriculum
with historical readings. The study of‘history did not appear in the
school curriculum until B.E. 2454 during the reign of King Rama VI

that it was incorporated into school curricula at all levels, thus



T

signif&ing an offieial.acceptance-of the role of history in general
edﬁcation in Thailand, As to how much and how well the study of
history be integrated as part of the curriculum, it depends mostly
upon the attitudes of those involved in the formulation of curriculum

in each particular periode.

It is not far from tfuth to state nevertheless that the
place of histofy in school curriculum up to World War II was almost
always a companion~subject to geograph., Since then history‘and
geograph were loosely combined with civic and éthical studies, thus
forming the so-éalled social studies cuwrriculum. This type of
curriculum design was first found in that of the pre-~university
education {evei, after whish it was found in curricula of other
levels Af education, particularly in that of B.E. 2503; In it,
the content or subject matter was chrbnological in sequénce and
cyclic in order, It was only from B.E. 2521 on that the social
studies curriculum has become more integrated in nature and student-

centered in approach.

As regards the aim of historical study in school curriculum,
traditionally it was directed mainly to implant upon students a sense
of pride in national glory and cultural heiitage. Other ainm as to‘l
promote the gemeral knowledge of the world at large vas s?ill
proporiionately limited., Only recently could one find 2 wider concern
in curriculum design fér broader aims, not oniy at building up closer
tiesrwith‘the Thai sociefy in various aséects such as good citizenship,
acceptable values and moral judgment, but also at promoting better
understanding with peoples of other nations/ cultures as well as at

stimulating intellectual curiosity, rationel thinking, ability to



Ql
make sound judgmenf and to live peacefully with nature both physical
and soclal, On the whole, the specific objectives of each individumal

"course or unit of study tended to become more and more behaviorial,

Considering content of history curriculun, it can be said
that those of the Thai history have rarely changed for decades.
This is due to the fact that, until recently, the study of Thai
history has never been scientific and systematic, thus has never
been satisfaéforily developed as an independent discipline, Only
since B.,E, 2521 for elementary school curriculum and B.E., 2524 for
that of secqﬁdary schools has fhe content of Thai history been
wider as to cover other facets of hisfory such as social and
economic in addition to political history and to give place to
local history of various communities side by side with national
history. Regarding history of the world, the new curriculum offeré
more varieties with emphasis upon contemporary history, thus meking

the study of history more meaningful to students' everyday life.
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