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Application of citric acid on the prepared root surface has been
ireported?extensively and suggested to help improving of the pefiodontal wound
:healing.é In this study, the effect of topical application of citric acid

combining with subgingival curettage onclinical response of the periodontium
in periodontitis patients was investigated, 66 teeths exhibiting 4-6 hilli—
meters pocket depth each were randomly selected from 33 periodontitis |
patients. These teeths were equally divided into experimental group and
control éroup. Subgingival curettage was performed in both groups. The
experimeﬁtal group recived topical application of citric acid immediately
after subgingival curettage and the control group received application of %
‘normal séline. The clinical response of the periodontium was statistically |
analysed base on the differrence of probing depth, attachment level and ;
gingival;recession on 8, 12, 16 weeks after the citric acid applicatioﬁ.
| iThe results showed that there were significantly more improvement in
pocket réduction-and attachment gain in the experimental group compared to thei
- control group. But the difference in gingival recession was not establised.

These findings thus indicated that the topical application of citric acid

combining with subgingival curettage clinically gave better response in the |

periodontal wound healing than subgingival curettage itself.
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