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This research was aimed at examining the nature or means of power

exercise on news coverage by Thai politicians in various coalition government,

who had been appointed by the Prime Minister to direct and supervise The Mass

Communication Organization of Thailand (MCOT) in accordance with the First
Royal Decree on the establishment of the government's mouthpiece between 1977
land 1991.' The research also included the study on the ramifications and
conflicts that ensued.

The result of this research indicated that the authority vested in
the royal decree that minister or deputy prime minister in charge of MCOT
was chairman of MCOT board and mandated to appoint all board members helped
facilitate those politicians in that position in abusing their powers to
different extents. According to the study, the nature and means of
politicians' power abusing was divided into two categories ; the abuses of
given directive power and of indirect power to their berefits. Interestingly,
the abuses of powers in both forms went on and. on despite politicians'
frequent speeches that good mass media should have freedom of expression and
stay neutral and straightforward.

More importantly, the study also indicated that despite attempts to
limit politicians' power in the organization, obviously those reflected in
the Fortieth Announcement of National Peacekeeping Council and the Second and
Third Royal Decree on setting up of MCOT, there were successive attempts
to correct those decrees by politicians. This proved that politicians were
tempted to maintain their maximum directive and administrative powers for
their own ends. '
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