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s to compare the actual

roles of the Villag h the expected roles

The primary obj 1 s rese 1

prescribed by the Of The secondary

objective is to investiga lated with perception and

i o ] -
acceptance of the VHVs. It‘was h is zed that age, social position,
AT ]

s J -l"’."'f‘""""i :

economic status, backgr "knowledge © (gFexperiences in giving

.- - — ~ — .‘
medical cares of Ef,. , Wer ‘J significantly different

impact on both actua_mroles and acceptance of @Vs by the villagers. It
was also hypothesized "Iﬁ, likewise,l6ex, age, social position, economic
status, belie'fj]iunﬂg MHMﬂ :]rn:i with VHVs, distance
to and convenienc OQ a ﬂ e X 1 : tﬁl cceptance of
VHVs by iﬁﬁa@ts.ﬁﬁ Mﬁﬁitﬁﬁje ez[d the VHVs,
was thougﬁt to depend very much on these factors.

This study employed a sample of 260 villagers and 52 VHVs in
Muang District of Khon Kaen Province. Respondents were interviewed and

several interesting findings were revealed.



It was found that all villagers were awared of the existing of
VHV in their own village.‘ They recommended that all VHVs should be
able to prescribe drugs and be able to provide consultant and medicare
services to them when they were sick. Most VHVs were able to observed
the expected roles prescribed by the Office of Primary Health Cares.

‘In addition, all VHVs were able t vide a complete coverage in the

job of giving health educati d to factors associated

s who had knowledge

social position, and

ikely to accept the

VHVs than those who ed more than 2 kilometef“

away from the health

center. Furthﬁ u]ﬂﬂsﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂxﬁiﬂuth the VHVs would

be more likely qi accept the VHVs than those who were not aquainted with
I WIRNTT E’ﬁtﬁﬂﬁ“i‘?ﬁmﬂ i
behavior of the villagers. Most villagers who accepted and positively
viewed the VHVs would follow the advice regarding health practices

closely and were satisfied with the services of the VHVs.

Some obstacles for the operation of Primary Health Cares were
found. The insufficience of drug supply made the work of the VHVs

ineffective. 1In addition, these volunteers felt they had a great



lost in terms of opportunity cost. They had to spend a lot of their
working time which other&ise they could have used for income earning.
The psychological impact of this opportunity cost was greater than
actual when the volunteers, in several occasions, encountered the

lack of cooperation from many parties, including some villagers who

favorable. This reflec ¢cass' ir -hescampaigning and public
relation on the work o i 'ﬂ',j~n' 'he only problem which
existed at the time of th the lack of clear

understanding about the £ P¥ mary F alth Cares. The crux of

the work was on preventi ¢ eurs ive Many villagers hoped that

the VHVs should be able t ,Eﬁﬁg': 1 ve services. This should
have not been the case. The uﬁﬁiéiiﬁp Public Health, therefore,
T B

had to correct the pe £ /the villagers as

2
i
0

well as some of the VHV
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