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< ABSTRACT

The purpose ofrhhis thesié 33 to study the change of Buddhist
thought which occurnéd dundng theﬁbériods of King Chulalongkorn and .
King Vajiravudh. This/change is clésély related to the emergence of
the modern Thai state iﬁ the reign:bﬁ,Chulalongkorn.

In this study, Buddhism is iﬁ&ﬁétig&ted through the study of
Thai elite's thought. Thisfiszbecauéé?£he‘elite played an important
role which caused the change and the emergence of the modern Thai

state in the period.of King Chulalongkorn.

It is.found. that, the change "in Buddhist thought during the
early Rattanakosin../perriod! ‘was' Ithe | foundation ff Thai elite/s
religious thought during the ireign of Chulalongkorn. (Change in the
Thai elites's (thought. also. played a ,significant, nole in the
emergence of the new state. Th@i elite's Buddhist thought during the
reign of Chulalongkorn emphasized more on the practical Buddhist
principles. In the reign of Vajiravudh, Buddhism played a lead%ng
role as part of the "Nation, Religion and King", the new stébe
ideology which had just been established. Buddhism was also included
in the "social morality" which was supposed to be the guide of the

people's behavior.
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