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PANNIDA DHUPATEMIYA, FLT,LT. : MODERN ARMS PROCUREMENT IN INTER- _ .
" NATIONAL POLITICS : A CASE STUDY'OF THAILAND AND THE F-16 THESIS
:ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. M.R. SUKHUMBHAND PARIBATRA, 157 PP.

Purchases of modern weapon systems by developing states of the third
world constitute an important new phenomenon in international politics. Since
the 1970s the arms trade involving the third world has expanded considerably
in terms of both quantity and quality of weapon systems transferred, with more
and more developing countries becoming involved in the process. This
phenomenon is a global one, and its scope and complexity makes the task of
analysing it at the globel, " )!' devel very difficult, especially if one
considers the fact that different buyer countries may have different motiva-
tions. To help understand th-fﬁ\ one, case-study approach may be
more useful and here the se sele ; =§:cision of the government of
Thailand to purchase the sop [ ft for its air force during
thé 1983-87 period. The : cision to buy the F-16 A/B,

a multi-purpose fighter a vas influenced by the perspectives and under-
standing of those with
country's defence system

On the basis
the latter including docu

ed frot ondary and primary sources,
arvi ews key decision-makers, the
r;wer‘~l ilitary leaders during that
period, namely army chief tiKamla <
Prapan Dhupatemiya, share

the threat arising from Vietmam ed to modernise Thailand's armed
forces and hence the neces ~16s, and that these two leaders'

influence was decisive in brin tgg;gb.' purchase of the fighter aircraft.
Apart from proving the hypot gs also help to point out that

decisions to buy modegglwnapen '
national political faerors, but alsc by doi riables.
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