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is particular to itself. Know what opera is, and accept it for
itself-exactly as you know and accept a play is a play; a ballet
is a ballet. But opera is far more complex and complicated than

a play or ballet. 2
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As the curtain rises, Madame Butterfly is spraying the growing
flowers with a small watering pot. She snips off two little
bunches, lays them on a plate of rice which she sets reverently
on the shrine, then kneels, putting her hands on the floor, her
forehead on them.
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Neither Loti nor Long troubles us with the details of so prosaic

a thing as the marriage ceremony, but Puccini and his librettists
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make much of it, for it provides the only opportunity for a chorus
and the musicians had found delightfully melliflous Japanese gongs

to add a pretty touch of local color to the music. 13
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"I will give e i aid Yamadori, breath-
lessly. (...) |

"She shall x g

"Everything "Yamadori, recklessly.
The nakodo * ngly toward the girl. She lifted
her eyebrows. | i tand. As she passed him she

laughed .
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ancestorg"| (To Sharpless) I offered&er a thounsand servants.
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dame Butterfly: Ha!

Yamadori: And a palace to live in.

* mﬁﬂﬁqﬁaﬁamﬁj‘lumuﬁhz

15 John Luther Long, Madame Butterfly, p.41-42.
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(The nakodo is overcome by such generosity.)

Madame Butterfly: He!

Yamadori: Everything her heart can wish.

Madame Butterfly: Ha! Ha! 16
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16 David Belasco, "Madame Butterfly," in Representative
American Plays: From 1767 to the Present Day, p.630.

17 Giacomo Puccini, Madama Butterfly, p.44.
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Pa ﬁqta ﬂﬂ mu\m ’Lgajﬁaﬂ ;]d@eilx to press it
slowly inward. (...) But even as she locked her fingers on the
serpent of the guard, something within her cried out pitiously.
They had taught her how to die, but he had taught her how to live-
nay, to make life sweet. Yet that was the reason she must die.

Strange reason! She now first knew that it was sad to die. He had
come, and substituted himself for everything, he had_gone, and left
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her nothing-nothing but this. 19
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Lieutenant Pinkerton: She is watching the ship. (Noticing the

screened off part of the room.) My room ... just as it used to
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American Plays: From 1767 to the Present Day, p.634.

23 Giacomo Puccini, Madama Butterfly, p.64.
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Then he went hesitatingly to his desk, and got an envelope
containing money-a large sum. He silently handed her this.

She looked at him in appealing inquiry, but she did not take the
money. (...)

There was moisture in the consul's eyes, only questioning in her.
He suddenly saw that sh\ / understand. He decided that she

never should.
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She gently took her hands and let her out. 29

ANNMATAS

. (Suzuki who has listened, sinks at Madame Butterfly's feet.)

Don, cry Suzuki, liddle maiden ... Well-go way an, I will res' now

... I wish res' sleep P ...

Suzuki: (Understan | No-no-no.

atais N
Butterfly:
Suzuki: Playing
Butterfly (ang play, let him play. Go keep him

company .
Suzuki (ify teats)—irii-ataving—ti-th-—you

—

Butterfly (<ﬁa pin
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29 John Luther Long, Madame Butterfly, p.82-83.
30 David Belasco, '"Madame Butterfly," in Representative
American Plays: Fram 1767 to the Present Day, p.635.

31 Giacomo Puccini, Madama Butterfly, p.69-70.
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"But twice," the nakodo replied virtously.
"An' both times divorce?"

He admitted that this was the case. 32

32 John Luther Long, Madame Butterfly, p.37.
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New York.

Sharpless: i
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33 David Belasco, "Madame Butterfly," in Representative
American Plays: From 1767 to the Present Day, p.630.

34 Giacomo Puccini, Madama Butterfly, p.44.
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'... he was the average modern Japanese, with high-gibbeted trousers,
high collar, high hat, and eye-glass" 35
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not arrive any more

if it pains you." ]
"I must; you have no parentsinow-nor any one. You are outcast."

--Ah-hﬂ BB &L?/l:}ﬂﬁ.,%]t’] ﬁ.}f : the lack?"

"But you will never bedmarried!" .
ell-yes, again, then."
"How tarrible!"
He took this quite seriously, and became more cheerful.
"Yes; a beautiful woman like you must have a husband.

"Yaes. Thangs; I got one. Do you perhaps mean more?"
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"I mean a Japanese husband.' 37

ANLMREAT
Madame Butterfly: Ah! Enter, Nakodo. (...) That's bad man. W'en

my husband's gone'way, he try forget me marry again.

Nakodo: The rich Y /pﬂame Butterfly Cho-Cho-San is very
poor.
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‘ —

are my business.

Madame Butt

gL nT
Butterfly: B.F.Pinkerton was back
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bestow new hus e, now.thi , now that one. At the

moment he is promisifig me t ures on behalf of a nitwit
Goro (entsring, ﬁr’s@f ~justification): The rich Yamadori. She's
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37 John Luther Long, Madame Butterfly p.30-31.
38 David Belasco, '"Madame Butterfly," in Representative
American Plays: Fram 1767 to the Present Day, p.629.

39 Giacomo Puccini, Madama Butterfly, p.43.
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Nakodo: (Appearing.) I but said the child-(he points to the baby,

whom Madame Butterfly instinctively shelters in her arms) was a
badge of shame to his faw his country, there are hames for
such unfortunes and ve the stigma of their

class. They arem cu:ﬁnn birth. 40
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40 David Belasco, "Madame Butterfly,'" in Representative
American Plays: Fram 1767 to the Present Day, p.632.

41 Tbid., p.634.
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It was too late. The eyes of the little woman in the chair were

fixed on his. ...

As she advanced and saw Cho-Cho-San, she stopped in open
admiration .

"How very charming-how lovely-you are, dear! Will you kiss me,

you pretty little playtwl /
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42 John Luther Long, Madame Butterfly, p.79-80.
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Kate: Let us think first of the child. For his own good ..
Let me take him hame to my country ... I will do all I would do

for my own. 43
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43 David Belasco, 'Madame Butterfly," in Representative
American Plays: Fram 1767 to the Present Day, p.634-635.
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46 Dav1d Belasco, "Madame Butterfly,'" in Representative
American Plays: From 1767 to the Present Day, p.632.

47 Giacomo Puccini, Madama Butterfly, p.51.

48 John Luther Long, Madame Butterfly p.l4.
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Some clever Japanese artisans then made the the paper walls of
the pretty house eyeproof, and, with their own adaptations of

American hardware, the openings cunningly lockable. The rest was

was Japanese. 51
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