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## 52801312 22: MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS : Helper/ Folktale/ Contemporary Television Series/

NATTAPORN KAIMOOK: HELPERS IN CONTEMPORARY FOLKTALE
TELEVISION SERIES: A CASE STUDY OF TUKATATHONG, A CHACKCHACK

WONGWONG TALE. ADVISOR: Prof. Siraporn Nathalang, Ph.D., 131 pp.

This thesis aims at studying the images and the roles of helpers in contemporary television
folktale drama series. The researcher selected the story of Tuktathong, a chakchak wongwong tale,
as a case study. Tuktathong is broadcasted on channel 7, between March 2010 and November 2010.
The thesis also analyzed the social values through the roles of helpers in this story. The research
methodology was by watching the folktale drama during the time broadcasted and by re-watching
the details of the folktale drama through www.youtube.com.

The study shows that there are 11 helpers in Tuktathong story shown on television: Jakajan
Giant, Ja-eh lady, Luangmae — a meditating woman, Khonthan — a character with special power, the
golden grass, the three headed dragon, the monkey’s family, Kinnaree - half man half bird, Phra
mae — an image of virtuous woman, Rachkru - the wiseman and Khun Hiam-Khun Han warriors.
The physical images of helpers are both human and created by computer graphic. Their images are
humans, half man half beast and fantasy features. All helpers have magic power. They also possess
magical weapons and talents. The roles of helpers are to help the leading characters, both
protagonists and antagonists, to complete the mission. It is analyzed that the roles of helpers in this
story are prominent as well as the hero’s.

The study also reveals that the helpers’ characters and behaviors reflect certain social
values of contemporary Thai society through the dialogues, words and attitudes of the characters.
Certain contemporary Thai social values are, for instance, the concern of beauty rather than virtue,
reciprocal exchange, social equality, giving opportunities and forgiveness. Furthermore, this folktale
drama also presents contemporary characteristics through the use of technology in creating fantasy

characters, talents, settings and scenes in various styles.

Department : Thai Student’s Signature

Field of Study : Thai Advisor’s Signature
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