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Africa

Central African™eustens aid wm (UDEAN) (1966)

. Comite permanep#cg ratif de Maghiexb (CPCM) (1964)
. J{/. aldes

Economic Comm

1

2

3. Council of t -
4 (ECOWAS) (1975)
5

. Economic® Com =N ountries (CEPGL)
(1976)

6. Mano River Un on

r‘f{ " o s

7. Permanent Inter-State-Comnitees®n Drought Control in the
LA S
Sahel (CILSS) T

8. Preferenticy Trade Are ' [¥duthern African
States (ESAPTA) (198 1
9. West African Bcenomic Communigty (CEAO) (1974)

to. 1ave hd db gk &I | BbHT) T

11. Niger %515 Authority 2980)
12 Qniﬂ QeI HYAAKE 18 2
anlzatlon commune africaine et mauricienne (OCAM) (1966)
14. Organisation for the Management and Development of the
Kagera River Basin (OKB) (1977)
15. Organisation for the Development of the River Gambis (OMVG)
(1978) |
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Organisation for the Development of the Senegal Ri\}er
(oMvs) (1972)

Authority for Integrated Develcopment Liptako-Gourma
Region (1971)

Southern African Economic Development Co-operation

Conference (SAEDCC).

Association o S 16n& (ASFAN) (1967)

Bangkok Agreci

South Pacificg operations (SPEC)

“»
(1972)

Gulf Co—operti :

B , _
South Asian Assog :;féﬁt ic o-operation (SAARC)

(1985) NG T

Regional "«1" RED)  (1964)
Council ofyAfab Econom: ,_i"fr,-"

Arab Moneta :’f;! Fund ,;

tatin @U&Lﬂ&ﬂﬂiﬂﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂi

Andean Group (1969)

; %ﬁm’lﬁﬁﬂﬁxﬂ‘! UBAINYIRY

3
4.

Carlbbean Development Co-operation Committee (CDCC) (1975)

Central American Common Market (CACM) (1961)

Eastern Caribbean Common Market (ECCM) (1968)
Latin American Economic System (SELA) (1976)

Latin American Energy Organisation (OLADE) (1973)
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8. Latin American Integration Association (ALADI/IATA)
(1981)

9. VIntergovermnental Comnittee on the River Plate Basin
(CABEI) (1970)

10. Treaty of Amazenian Co-opergtion (1980)

11. URUPABOL Group

Inter-regional

1. Organisation (1971)

2. g League of 2 :
i : ng Countries (OAPEC)
(1968)
4. Ofgahisations g - suntries (OPEC)
(1960)
* Based on information ,:_a____-_r_ﬁ;,m_ﬂmm Creteriat
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A north Indian Muslim.
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uﬂun"m"v"iuﬂmmma1nnmﬂm~1¢humau’mnmizmﬁ‘mnsiu SAARC

Religious composition of the main South Asian states, 1981

Christians 2.43%

Hindus 82.64 % subdivided

ammniiﬁﬂwmmaa

Hindus Buddhists/ Hindus

(including - Christians/ (including P 1.
scheduled » others 1.3% scheduled SEPRNY. 3%

castes) 12.1% castes) 1.6%

Muslims -
7.36% Others 0.04%

Muslims 06.6%;::;:_. = 2 Musllms 97.1%

BANGLADESH 90 million PAKISTAN 85 million SRILANKA 15 million NEPAL 15 million
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MARULINHA 1.

WRIN TRAILHANAD TR A IEN 1A N T BN 3 nAUNEN . SAARC

Languages of South Asia by numbers of speakers.

<

[_] idia [[] sitanka ] Nepa B shien
(] aengledesh—s— - Putiatan—— |

® The numbers (in millions of speakers) based where possible on official figures for 1981 are to be regarded as
approximations only. All state languages in India are officially recognized by Schedule VIl of the Constitution.
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AARUING .

Delhi Declaration on South Asian Regional

Co-operation

-

The Foreign Ministers .. Bhutan, India, Maldives,

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lankas ' : i
1. Conscious of t D blpirations of the
peoples of South Asia and od/ b |ac ‘; e their econmic and
social development throudi
2. Convinced thaj South Asia is

S
benefical, desirable and \ "i\ help promote the

welfare and improve the quals of i difesof he& peoples of the region;
3. Convinced furthed thatiiricredse co-operation, contacts
and exchanges among the countri gion will contribute to the

promotion of friedshi amity and underst pong- their peoples;
ons shot ¢ Ibe based on and
srstanding gi sympathetic

appreciation of the natioWalysapirationsgof the countries of the

S AUYINBNINYINT

. Mindful of the Declaration on collective self-yeliance

awcrg e ammﬂam i dinckice Fhopted &Y

Seventh Non—-ahgend Sumnit held at New Delhi which called upon all

4. Noting ji';jr’l.—
in turn contribute to m\Ezal ust

countries concerned to mobilize a11 necessary resources and deploy the

“requisite means in support of sub-regional, regional and inter-regional

co-operation among non-aligned and other developing counties;
6. Affirming the determination of their respective

governments to make joint efforts for promoting such co-operation;



Do . Hereby Declére the collective resolve of their governments
to pursue actively South Asian Regional Co-operation with the |
following objectives, and principles, institutional and financial
| arrangements, and to launch an Integrated Programme of Action;

And to this end have agreed as follows:

I. Objectives s

\ g
A. Objectives / 7l

1. The objective

o-operation shall

(a) to promotgl thie fel Tar Je\péeples of South

N\

asia and tgf ifibrove th of life; .
(b) to accelefat ial progress
and cultural G& he region and to

provide & wortunity to live in

dign ‘; and to T T full 1 ‘ ential;
(c) to proﬁe ane ) en et ,r’,J self-reliance
j :

among thgo untries of th Asia;

© f %4% %ﬂ%@%ﬁlﬂfﬂ s

a rec1at10n of one another's problems'

Q QBT RBRIT AR st
in the economic, social, cultural, technical and
scienific fields;

(f) to strengthen co-operation with other developing

countries;
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(g) to strengthen co-operation among themselves in
international forums on matters of common interest;
~and
(h) to co-operate with international and regional

organisations with similar aims and purposes.

B. Principles

2. Such co-coperat - espect for the

principles of sovereign eq e ity, political
independence, non-interfeg f other States and
mutual benefit. |

: 3. Such co-opera ~\ te for bilateral
and fnultilateral Co-Operatiy 1 put s \ \ em.

4. Such co-operation shai 1 not inconsistent with bilateral
[edads ': :‘_J"

P

and multilateral obligation 2

111 7%

2

Technical Committees

S HT T TXTTIE (TTE T

countries of the rgglon, shall be mesponsible ﬁor the 1mp1mentation,
co-oretnaci®) Y HOPIH I g b b 38 &
co—operatlon, with the following terms of reference;
(a) determination of the potential and the scope of
regional co-operation in agreed areas;
(b) for_mu'lation of programmes of action and preparation

of projeccts_;
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(¢) determination of financial implications of the
sectoral Programme of Action;
(d) Formulation of recommendations regarding the
apportionment of costs;
(e) iniplementation and co-ordnation of sectoral
(f)
6. The Technical al ﬁn«nwo- reports to

the Standing Committee. . \\\h
7. The Chairm 3 * \ ittees shall rotate
\\\ order, every two

8. The Technica SEtpes infer alia, use the
following mechanisms and modalities : : ang > nsidered necessary:
(a) is
(b) ing et

" '
(c)

3’ Of excellence in

lal Technical agencies;

contac

there&. s may be i

extendedfagaconsidered fieasible and desirable for the
AUBATENINY NI

meetlng the requi¥ements of ghe co-operation

A WA U NA1INETRE

Action Committees

1 1nforced and

9. 1In the case of projects involving more than two countries
but not all the countries of the region, Action Committees comprising
the countries concerned may be set up for their implementation, with

the prior approval of the Standing Committee.
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Standing Comittee

10. A standing Committee shall be estéblished at the level of
Foreign Secretaries for the co-ordination and monitoring of the
Programme with the following terms of refer_ence: .

(a) approval of proj.ects and programmes, and the

i i _ i Cgl en as is deemed

12. i i t e ymake la Beference, as aﬁd
when necessary, to the Foreign /i 53¢ ldecisions on policy
‘ guidelines, both in respect o r—"‘f:;n, 0 projects/programmes as
‘ well as the authorizatier £ m t v finan ‘ The Standing

Committee shall provide ii E

e ﬂumwamwmm
SRTRARIN RTINS T

unanlml Ly.

#0r meetings of

Ministers.

14. Bilateral and contentious issues shall be excluded from

the deliberations.
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IIT. Financial Arrangements
15. The participations of each country in the financial costs

of the Programme shall be voluntary.

_16. Each Technical Committe shall make recommendations for

_ guidelines:
e (a)

gareed, the cost of V

Sipants in seminars,
kprogrammes shall be
. ent and the cost of

organisi ! eridriare .y _ "'. ,-f d training and

other‘pr 2 . ot by the host country or

= = pants in proportion to the

e i - -
& SO V._-—_._-N Ir

! N
Exce to the exte otherwise agreed, the cost of

Fiﬂiiiﬁmf WirEE B 2

f the exﬁe ts may beéapaid for béhhe sending

9 RIS SAEI IR e

or financed from external soureces;

(b)

(c) Other costs, including the costs of preparation of
studies, shall be shared on a mutually agreed basis;

(d) In the case of long term projects, the Technical
committee concerned shall estimate the costs

involved and shall submi t recommendations to the



Standing Committee on the modalities for meeting the
costs.
17. 1In the Case of projects and programmes for which
sufficient financial resources cammot be mobilized within the region,

recourse may be had to external assistance from appropriate sources ,'

AUEINENINYINS
ARIANTAUNN TN
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mﬂnu’mﬁ b i
Dhaka Declaration of the Heads of State or Government

of the Member States of South Asian Association for

Regional Co-operation-8 December 1985

The President of Banfdhades) ! Bhutan, the Prime

Minister of India, the VPrés Ao : 3:; (ing of Nepal, the
President of Pakistan andHe sPFebidett of & fika met in Dhaka on 7
and 8 December 1985.
2. The Heads of ‘ ored the historic
significance of their firg meeting. They
considered it to be a tangi heir determination to

co-operate regionally, to wo ards finding solutions
towards their common problems ‘--..z: : $Eor friendship, trust and
mutual understanding ang ey sed_on mutual

7

i
eetings it their levels -

respect, equity and shered .

3. They recogn&d tha ST10a1.

were central to tﬁ romoﬁﬂ of mutual ®bst, confidence and

ANHUNINEING

The Heads of State or @Goverrnment eeaffirmed thay their

fundament;ﬁoiﬂ SN IEU N PAIVNELNE socin

devlopment 1n their respective countries through the optimum

co-operation amon

utilization of their human and material resoureces, so as to promote
the welfare and prosperity of their peoples and to improve their
quality of life. They were conscious that peace and security was an

essential prerequisite for the realization of this objective.
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5. the leaders of the South Asian countries reaffirmed their
commitment to the UN Charter and the principles governing sovereign
equality of States, peaceful sttlement of desputes, non-interference
in internal affairs and non-use or threat of use of force against the

territiorial integrity and political independence of other States.

They reiterated that the United N tituted the most important

forum for the resolution of al difté j international peace
and security. -

6. They also re vy de 4 : comyaction in the
continuing validity and rel@Vance of 1 = S of the Non-aligned
" movement as an important fgFcg’ il fin crnat tions.

d-ld

countries of South Asia,”whg

7. The heads of sg@tgl o ,ﬁo{ie ',\ \ edged that the
’\ \ of humanity, were

faced with the fomidablé allen ee'i' by DOV ty, underdevelop-

-f CREE
i o,

ment, low levels of production, !‘?:_ ilei% and prevssure of
population compounded 1y ‘and other adverse
legacies. They felt * '
common values rooted in@xel social, ethr ’ tl and historical
traditions, regional co—oge tion prond a 1og1ca1 response to these

v, s B AR TN R

strengths their ent1a1 as a hug,e market, thelr substantlal human
and naturalq %}M ﬂ w %ﬁ’ﬁl’é w &}q a:»gxles.
They were coﬁfldent that with effective regional co-operation, they
could make optimum use of these capacities for the benefit of their
peoples, acce}erate the pace of their econimic development and enhance
their national and collective self-reliance. They were convinced that

their countries, which had made ﬁnportant contributions to the
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enrichment of human civilization, could together play their due role in
international relations and influence decisions which affected them.

8. The Heads of State or Government emphasized that
strengthening of regional co-operation in South Asia required greater

involvemmt of their peoples. They agreed to increase interaction and

further promote people-to-people, & \\”
M

their r‘ountrles To this end, ™ meyvedecicdeula®ake steps to create

various levels among

awareness and public oplnlo‘ ? ” regions
9. The Heads of ‘ 5 med the progress
already made in the implg Atec Programme of
Action in the nine mutualdy 7 e sed their desire
to consolidate and futher ‘orts within an
appropri‘ate institutional rtnership and
equality.
10. The leaders were co “they could effectively
pursue their individuzlyan 1lectivé ol and@ improve the
— e {"f ' of peace and

o0 ncern& the

deteriorating inte @atlonﬁﬁzhtlcal sithdtion. re alarmed

HANININEANT -

nuclear aspect. The recognized tHat mankind seday was cofifronted

with the tl'ﬂ ﬁf'lﬂﬁ«ﬂnjmum ’]Q maEJ ’laagrlulatlon

of the most destructlve weapons ever produced. The arms race

quality of life of theiy

security. In this contg, they exprese

at the unpreceden

intensified international tension and violated the priciples of the UN
Charter. The leaders called upon the nuclear weapons—-States for urgent
negotiations for a comprehensive Test Ban Treay leading to the
complete cessation of testing, production and deployment of nuclear

weapons. In this commection, they welcomed the recent meeting between
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President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachov in Geneva and
expressed the hope that the meeting would have a positive effect on
international peace and security. | |

11. The Heads of State or Govenment expressed deep concern at

the continuing crisié is i:he glgbal econmy. The underscored that

i ons had seriously retarded
ia Gn o r developing countries.

deteriorationg economic
development prospects e x
Sharply falling ' in the terms of trade,
'i_ntensification of alling debt burden and
a decline in the specially concessional
assistance, had cause e Q1 : 1ck ?' @ economic development
‘ 1 eompounded by natural

disasters and precar" Mot 18 od; sed ty.situation affecting

developing countries. Mhey aiso ex sed concern over the

_ diminishing « ity of intemmation inanci techni
diminishing capac_:l V. ,Of _#:f;{ SN 13 al and t nical
institutions to pespond effective sly to the needs. of the disadvantaged

and poorer countries spirit of multilateral

co-operation had b&gun to falter and weaken. This was particularly

disturbing i : fa ﬁ f developed and
developing ﬁﬂz‘] gtx[ﬂc t ﬂmiﬂjﬂ of North was
close i el ¢ i ??1 ﬁ ed that
Qdevellaelﬁjﬂmmlﬁ:i lea gde 5 ted the
structural imbalances and inequities inherent in the existing
international exonomic system and its inadequacy to deal with problems
of development. '

12. They strongly urged that determined efforts should be‘ made

by the international community towards realization of the goals and

tragets of the International Development Strategy as well as the
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‘Substantial New Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries.
They called for urgent resumption of the North-South dialogue and
early convening of an International Conference on Money and Finance
for Development with universal participation.

13. The Heads of State and Govemment were conscious of the

meeting, would place regionalk rm foundation, play

an important role in accelg - Ono ic and social

development of their coun . \\»‘ es of individual

\\ of peace, progress

of , GoVerningnt off Buhutan, India,

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and ‘-f:".-':q;r;'.:.: 3 deeply appreciative of

and collective self-reliang
and stability in their régiq

14. The Heads of S

the exemplary chairmanship of -t he President of
Bangladesh. They -‘? sed-their-profound-gratitude  for the warm and

i J ont and the people

!

gracious hospitality exﬁxd e

of Bangladsh and for the qxcellent arran ents made for the meeting.

ﬂ‘UEJ’J‘VIEWl?WEﬂﬂ‘ﬁ
ama\aﬂmum'mmaa
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AARLNT 3.

Charter of The South Asian Association for Regional

Co—operation

We, the Heads of State o Merhngent of Bangladesh, Bhutan,

ﬁ amity and progress
—

- c1p1es of the UNITED

\\ . AR

principles of sovereign equali ferrityc {:g ity, national

1. Desirous of preoi
in the region through stric ./-/r nea
NATIONS CHARTER AND NON-2

independence, no-use of" foyfe fand.; s R the internal
affairs of other states &hd fedcef: In all disputes;

2. Conscious that ‘ | - : inte dependent world the
objectives of peace, freedon, and economic prosperity
are best achieved in the SQUINF ASTAN veq: stering mutual

understanding, good f our

gx-

g co-operation

of @stiory and

. e HERNINS WEA oo

of the peoples fo %UI‘H ASIA and tlie need for 01nt actlon

coes QAN FUHAY NN e

systems and 1tura1 traditions;

among the Member StatesBxic

culture;

4. Convinced that regional co-operation among the
countries of SOUTH ASIA is mutually beneficial, desirable and
necessary for promoting the welfare and improving the quality of life

of the peoples of the region;



- referred to as the ASSOCIAN
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5. Convinced further that economic, social and technical
co-operation among the countries of SOUTH ASIA would contribute
sigl)ificantly to national and collective self-reliance:

6. Recognizing that increased co-operation, contacts and

exchanges among the countries of the region will contribute to the

. Reaffirming /
co-operation within an insgi [ hal_ £ :
Do Hereby Agree™to€sdb st ?\ \\:\ O be known as

OR 4RE f' 9\\: , ereinafter
ON, wi a

thé ol lc Ning objectives,

SOUTH ASTAN ASSOCIATION

g . ; . r I v
principles, institutional and fﬂ;;;r < gements:

Article I Objective V_ > ‘
The cbjectives ﬁ be i
- i

(a) to promote tlie welfare for peoples of SOUTH ASIA and

to S it ﬁawﬂf’ﬁ HeT 5 WBIN3

to acdélerate econom%c growth, soc1a1 progr ss and
cas QRO I SO YO T B
opportunity fo 1ive in dignity and to realize their full potentials;
(c) to promote and strengthen collective self-reliance among
the countries of SOUTH ASIA; '
(d) to contribute to mutual trust, understanding and

appreciation of one another's prablems; ..oz
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(e) to promote active collaboration and mutual assistance in
the economic, social, cultural, technical and scientific fields;

(f) to strengthen co-operation with other devloping
countries;

(g) to strengthen co-operation among themselves in

Article II Principles
1. Co-operati e ASSOCIATION shall
be based on respect for quality,
territorial integrity, hnterference in the
interanl affairs of other $tage e |
2. Such co-operatio substitute for bilateral
“and multilateral co-operation & : gent them.
3. -Sheh ~;': o chatl pot Be Tnceme wif’;‘ with bilateral

and multilateral obliga

Article IIT Meeuﬁ t E}”ﬂeﬁ o b )] w i)

The Heads &f State or Government shall meet once a year or

e o QP TRERTOLHAYINY TR

Article IV Counc11 of Ministers

1. A Council of Ministers consisting of the Foreign Ministers
of the Member States shall be established with the following
functicns: 7 V ) : T

(a) formulation of the policies fo the ASSOCIATION;
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(h) review of the progress of co-operation under the
ASSOCIATION;
(c) decision on new areas of co-operation;
(d) establishemnt of additional mechanism under the
ASSOCIATION as deemed necessary;
(e) decision on othe ss,.0f general interest to the
ASSOCIATION, ™ : ‘é’
2. The Council ofsidimisters #vice a year.
e Extraordinary session of ‘--r\": agreement among
the Member States.
Article V Standing Comil
‘ 1. The Standine _ i f__-; €6 \ oreign Secretaries
shall have the following flng J \ : )
(a)' Overall mo 1t o "‘ srrdination of programme of
co-operationy
_J (b) apprva A vjand the

modali 3': es X :

T
| v
(c) determm@t on of 1nter— toral priorities;

o FHEIE G W HAR Foor

1gent1f1cat10n oi, new areas of co—operat on based on

awwmwmwmaa

e Standing Committee shall meet as often as deemed

necessary.
3. The Standing Committee shall submit periodic reports to
the Council of Ministers and make reference to it as and when

necessary for _decisions on pol_icy_jn’@_t‘terﬁ B
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Article VI Technical Committees

1. Technical Committees comprising representatives of Member
States shall be responsible for the implementation, co-ordination and
monitoring of the programmes in their respective areas of co-operation.

2. They shall have the following terms of refernce:

(a) determination .ﬁ'\f W ial and the scope of

; ﬂ areas;
d

regional

(b) @aratlon of
(c) \\\\ ations of sectoral
(@) - ? , \ egarding

A \ e
(e) rien of sectoral

(f) itering Of progress entation.

. The Te ; [Cal et jodic reports to

]

the Standing Committee.g
‘4. The Chalrmans}ilhpf the Technmigal Committees shall

nomal1y rotate mﬂﬂeﬂeqsﬂ&m 3Rk Fhg every to
T ARAMASAI NS NYaRY

following meé‘xanisms and modalities, if and when considered necessary:
(a) meeting of heads of national technical agencies;
v (h) meetings of experts in specific fields;
(c) contact amnogst recognized centres of excellehce in -

“rEvrrb the region.
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Article VII Action Committees
The Standing Committee may set up Action Committees comprising
Member States concerned with implementation of projects involving more

than two but not all Member States.

Article VIIXI Secretariat

There shall be a Se we

1. The contributi . ach Per State '_ owards financing of
the activities of the Assqef 2

2. Each TechniCal mmendations for
«' o"u ammes proposed by

\ A\

surces cammot be mobilized

the apportionment of costs
) o
3. In case sufficient &

within the region for fundi ATION, external

e

financing from appropi TAteEs0 " & ™ol .‘l ith the approval

of or by the Standing <'j; ittee
-l

Article X Generalm qfl Ej VI éjw EJ’] ﬂ ‘j

s Demslﬂms at all level% shall be aken on the 1s of

waninity. ’Qﬁﬂﬂ\ﬂﬂimﬂmﬂmﬂﬂﬂ

. 1atera1 and contentious issues shall be excluded from

the deliberations.
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ANERULNA Q.

Bangalore Declaration of SAARC

The following is the text of the Bangalore declaration of the

second South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation summit;.

The President of Bangl of Bhutan, the Prime

minister of India, the Pregi king of Nepal, the

Prime Minister of Pakist Lanka assembled at
the second SAARC summit 3 a€adore an vanD .and 17 1986.

The heads of st g »/ \\ jtheir desire of
promoting peace, stabili ' the region through
strict adherence to the piFfingh e "UN\ Chat ber and non-alignment,
particularly brespect for t . v cY&ign equality,
territorial integrity, >nati wn-use of force and
non-interference in the intem other states and peaceful

settlement of disputes

The heads of ! pove nt é‘ 'e will of their

peoples and governmentsmo work together 1n accor nce with the SAARC

Charter to devise Efﬁ ﬁ or ing common
solutions to the %ﬁﬁ 33 ﬂﬁ ]ﬂmﬁﬁ §They stressed
that mutual _t ﬂjﬁ te?ﬂ
co~operat1v rﬁ’] ﬁg tlﬁ ﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁe
country would redound to the benefit if others This was what
constituted the SAARC spirit.

The leaders reaffirmed that the principal goal of SAARC was to

promote the welfare of the peoples of south Asia, to improve their

quality of 1life, to accelerate economic growth social programmes and
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cultural development in the region and to provide all individuals the
opportunity to live in dignity and to realize all individuals the
opportunity to live in dignity and to realize their full potential.

The heads of state or govermment recalled that the countries
of south Asia had been linked by age-old culturél, social and

to enriching interaction of

&ndations for regicnal

r—
cconomic and social

historical traditions. These had led
"o

These commonalities
cooperation for addressi
‘problems.

The heads of s at the South Asian

VNN
NN

Association for Regiona abera : i ’u\ st pepulous regional
grouping in the world. : ” ,, \u jion had large, rich and

varied human and natural r@so expressed their determination

to achiveve the optimum uti! ources by intensifying

their cooperation bearing in mi se present and potential

complementarities amongl

—_— \:

. sing exchange
L allie il

the basis of mutual benefit, of ideas,

They recognizéd’

among their countries, @

experience and te : 1 oG "ﬁ m icese. which utilize

and enhance the -g,n o jI f'e lﬂiﬁj s’jxtries and

build their.collecti _reliante ~ o
RSN A, e

been the cradle of human civilization and culture could, acting

together co-operatively and cohesively, once again play their due role

in the comity of nations.
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The heads of state or government reiterated the gi“eat
importance of the increasing involvement of the people for ensuring
the success of regional co—operation.

They emphasized the need for promoting greater contacts among

the peoples of the region through such action as regular and frequent

The heads of state Qr.@evernmgnt foted satisfaction that
a/r ’"‘-\ plementation of the

A NN

considerable progress hag

SAARC integrated progragmé off a€iion: ey, exp)

commitment to consolidate

ed their firm

be implementation of

the IPA.

| © They agreed that a I wards more concrete
and action-oriented projectsiea ‘._3.---,---"-1'_  1ias essential to ensure
more tangible benefits from S -'-";?‘ oples of the region. The
heads of state or -_’_‘-Tv iportence of expanding
cooperative endeavour f‘

They welcomed tlm establishment the tec@ical comnittees .on

women in developmﬁt ﬁﬁoﬁtﬁ E‘J&ﬁt%fwof ﬁgc]; tra%ficking and
drug abuse. Q - & ﬂ :
The heﬁ of state or ﬁovefnment welcamed the sign '

RS A AUy

secretariat by the council of ministers and their decision to locate

memorandum gq

the sc:;etariat in Kathmandu and appoint Ambassador Abul Ahsan of
Bangladesh as the first secretarv-general of SAARC.

They werevconvinrced that the establishment of the spcretariat
would assist in the coordination of SAARC activities and more fruitful

implementation of its programmes and projects.
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The heads of state or govermment recognised that the meeting
of the needs of all children was the principal means of human
resources development. Children should therefore be given the highest
priority in national development planning. |

The heads of state or government underlined the importance of

enhancing public consciousness “and b@ifl@ing a national political

consensus on the rights of the ch : iN_this context they called
for an early conclusion and @do i 1wvention on the
rights of the child. | '
They subscribed § & \ sl iMmunisation by
1990, universal prima : : ‘ nutrition,
provision of safe dri i nd; adequate’\chel tér before 2000.
They also _believ it 8 uld be possible to ensure at the
. \ L enied development,
for reasons of material pove They directed the
standing committee to ;E"E’:L al 5 of the situation of
children in the SAARCLcOUREries, mori b'j-;v—--———~——--—_~-;;§- es and exchange

of experience.

The heads of stye or government agreed that co-operation

among the SAARC sﬁtﬂﬁ vatw EJ ‘ﬂﬁw mmrevented and

elimminated from thé region. They unequivocally condemned a11 acts,

i ”ﬂ%"’fﬂ’@‘f’f‘ﬁfﬂaﬁﬁ”ﬂaﬂ IR i

-socio—economiic development, political stability, regional and
international peace and co-operation.

They recogahized the. importance of the principles laid down in
UN resolution 2625 which among others required that each state should
refrain from organizing, instigating, assisting or participg_ting 2 o (S

acts of civil strife or terrorist acts in another state or acquise in
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organized activites within its territory directed towards the
commission of such acts.

The heads of state or govermnment expressed their concern at
the crisis facing the United Nations system. They reiterated their

deep commitment to the purposes and principles of the United Nation

about justice and equity in ; .-*-L and economic

v 1 NN
relations. They resolved ) the \ FEOPES, in all multilateral

WIS,

AL e and strengthen the

£ 9NN

forums within the United' )

organization and to préve tion and

52 W\
principles. i o b\ RN
The heads of staté€ o@ go ff, iteflated their deep

commitment to the principles an s 3

f the non-aligned
movement and underlined theshistori » emenpt had been
playing in strengthen :’# development ,
establishing equitable ’J 't econo ations d strengthening_
international oo-operatloir 1 all f'unlds

N T, CHTRET Rp—

was yet another deal)nstratlon of t@e strength d unity of t
A HAND BRI o o
1nternat10na community. They affirmed full support for the decisions
adopted at the summit and called for their early impl-ementétion.

The leaders of the south Asian countries were convinced that
an environment of ﬁeace, security and respect for international law

was essential for their growth and stability. Unfortunately, this
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environment had become increasingly adverse for the pursuit of their
cherished goals.

The international politi_cal scene was marred by strife and
tension due to great power policies and practices of domination and

intervention as well as the increased resort to the threat or use of

interference in flagrant violdtion of i f iples and purposes of
v particularly the
nuclear arms rece, had e 4 Jeopardlses the
most fundamental of all huga

The heads Qf th
disappointment that the promige out by the | javik summit could
not be realised. They, Aef, not ith o tion that the
proposals made at the s | h

They expressed the €ar a.—_-_ thi ' negotiations would be

. e T
resumed without delay so that-a-Gecisived ~ould be taken towards

ons altogether.

X

 © y conclusion of a

realising the ultimat® Goet-of-eliiihatiig koot
The heads of state or gﬂe
comprehensive test ban tri.aty

e v 04 3 A A

the world economy u')ntmued to be a;u the throes of trisis;, w1th

i AR FTRAHA ) ey o0

development Brospects and aspirations of the developing countries.

They endorsed the declaration of the SAARC ministerial meeting

- on international economic issues held in Islamabad and its analysis of

the exceptionally adverse external economic environment which retards

the development of the south Asian and other developing countries.
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These negative factors included:depressed commodity prices,
rising protectionism, global recession, lower export earnings, net
outfiow of financial resources from developing countries and an
aggravated debt crisis.

The heads of state or government noted that the rates of

growth in the developed countries

ed out to be much lower than
what earlier projected and th v for future growth in
these countries were not a ‘ By expressed their
concern at the implicatia = development
prospects of the develc »d the recent

recognition by the deve ic problems of

massive payment imbala ,unstable exchange
rates and high unemploymght @r¢ stiiicty in u'»\n\ e. In view of
global interdependence, t y nati aGro-economic policies,

contemplated at the Tckyo s jor industrialised

countries, cannot be effectiy /3 stained global economic
growth unless it encompe
The leaders u;il’v‘v [T &n multilateralism

should be urgently reve ’ed through afirevival of t ¢ North-South

’dialogue which 1?11?@? mtﬁ Wmﬁ? in the world

economy .

i ;imm IR T TRY..

finance for development, and urgent measures for preserving and
strengthening the multilateral trading system.

; In the search for revi\}ed global growth, priority must be
accorded to exploiting the vast potential fbr expanded production,

consumption and trade which exists in the developing countries.
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In all these endeavours, high priority should be accorded to
supporting the development of the least developed countries, in
particular, through the full and effective implementation of the
substantial new programme of action for the lest developed countrieé
for Athe 1980s.

The heads of state or governme oted with satisfaction that

1t }e afienal economic issues a

in the SAARC ministerial meeting on

number of priority objective@ssef the SAARCZCeumtries have been
P Y J : » : >

identified. These includ ssistance, the

doubling in three years® e development of
developing countries, a trade
liberalisation, espécia e, commodity
price stabilisation, tranp ial treatment for
least developed SAARC col te or government
agreed that the SAARC members regularly consult and
co-operate in relevant internatio conferences and
institutions in ,-.__.._._,__-. - above mentione jectives. They
g )
ntext would be

recognised that an impoita x
:

provided by UNCTAD VII.

¢ a o ,
e R A NEVINETS T
forthcoming new r o) mﬁl ilateral trade negotiations posed a
; . ¢ o . o/
challenge ﬂa mm el mpgrﬂﬂy]taaﬁlemte
their developnen ough hms on of thelr exports.

They underlined the importance of the effective implementation
with immediate effect and continuing until the formal completion of
the negotiations, of the commitment to chserve a standstill on
protectionist measures and to roll these back under multilateral

survelliance. They also expected that the principles of transparency
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and differential and more favourable treatmént for the developing
countries would be applied systematically and in concrete terms in the
negotiations.

They decided to concert their position in these negotiations

with a view to deriving maximum benefits from them in accordance with

-

The heads of state or .govemnent) @p¥essed their conviction

that the Bangalore summit ing the gains of

regional cooperation act® o fat undertalemsby SAARC while, at

the same time, exploring o / : \\~ es for such
cooperation.
The Bangalore i r— . mificent contribution to

strengthening and stream

co-operation.
The heads of state of Evetiinent rated their
determination and w111 to expand-ar f, jen their co-operation

under SAARC. 'mey ge

RC veflected a

% d inspired the

T

i)

resurgence of the soutl ‘!!

people of this region o r several mlllenla

The 1eadeﬁ Tﬂ’ﬂﬁ ?'IeE] WWBMII ﬂaﬁsouth Asian

regional co-operatibn would not only have a salutory effect on
sl QAR TS PTIA TITHN S 8
impart strength and stability to these relations.

The heads of state or govermnment of Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka were deeply apprectative of
the exemplary mammer in which the Prime Minister of India discharged

his re'sponsibilities' as chairman of the meeting.
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They expressed their profound gratitude for the warm and
gracious hospitality extended to them by the government and people of

India and for the excellent arrangements made for the meeting.

AU INENINGINS
RINNTUUNIININY
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NAARUINT 1.

WORKING PAPER PROPOSED BY BANGLADESH ON THE

PROPOSAL: FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION IN SOUTH ASIA

Introduction

 The aim of this paper s \;.' : / ; he ideas of a regional
forum proposed by the . f ' ith a view to

[Esmat _the region of South

Asia on matters of mutug ¥/ possible ‘@eQperation in

ional basis as may

The idea of regig ox ) Stden ink th, Asia is not new.
Countries of the region ha . 2 other both
bilaterally and regionallyr of such forums as the
ESCAP, the Non-aligned Movemen = e wealth. These efforts
have not fully exploi f' il f 1 g nal cooperation
that exists and the coude uential benefi H‘ 11 bring,

collectively and indivimally, to the countries ofﬁhis region. The
feasibility ef s ﬂﬁ iﬁ: in various

capitals at dlffea\ﬁ Oﬁ ﬂﬁ ﬁxﬁfﬁite step was
taken. mﬁjﬁj 10 adesh
explained tﬁ ﬁ%laﬁrﬁ ;Leﬁglglﬁii’jt&a the

common good of the peoples of this region in the course of his visits
to Nepal, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka during the period 1977-1980.
The initial responses were encouraging. In the light of his
consultations, he addressed letters to the Heads of Government of the

countries of South Asia (namely, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,
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Pakistan and Sri Lanka), which were carried by special Envoys, In his
letter he proposed that the countries of the region should explore the
possibility of establishing some institutional arrangements for
regional cooperation and, to this end a meeting at the summit level be
held. Replies to President Ziaur Rahman's letter have now been

received from all the countries.

The regponses from di ! Whsian Capitals were
positive and the proposal i nly welcomed. Some

pointed out that adequate pwe lbe necessary to

ensure the succes of the It was also pointed

out that against the bagkCrgP @1f¢he 1 JAATS) 5 egion it would be

wise to proceed on the hdsiglc preparatlons SO

as to ensure a fruitful e off tHellsummit weeting.

In the course of > of the leaders of

the region have had the oppglk Wity oF T sihg and consulting with

one another about the proposal at official level have

: JAthe proposed
Y]

cooperation. These w ught out clearly

1 | -

that regional cooperatien should, on the one hand, i eflect the spirit
o

YT
et ) 41511810} W) (1411

non-interference in internal affairs of other natlons and mutual

also taken place to clari

of mutual trust,

political aspira

benefit.
In the following pages an attempt has been made to spell out

some of the basic ideas underlying the proposal of President Ziaur
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Rahman and the matters that the regional summit may be expected to

consider.

Rationale
President Ziaur Rahman in his letter addressed to the Heads
“of Goverment of the region brief L@ughad on the underlying factors

entioned that while

other regions had evolved JfiEfitutiongl arraddoiients for consultations

on matters of mutual inté¥ o cooperdtion the economic, social
and cultural fields on a regicon AsiEe "\3‘\‘\\ equently benefited
\ . ch did not have

é; ?\\\ \ e South Asian

immensely from such

any such arrangements

region which comprised qne f '_ ,P vu\ jon. However, he
noted that recent positive gy 8 ‘egion had created a

better climate of understandinglor- tF st time, there were
distinct possibilities of regiér e rom which all South
Asian Countries ...,- ;""———‘——'—“—“ ;:,; e most of this
opportunity. :
It is not dlfflC}lt to see how reglonal cooperation would

benefit our coun(ﬁﬁ E}}(J W%Wmum in

selected fields orlla regional ba515 and the results have been found to
> o BRI MMM IND
countries infWestern Eurcope have introduced despite highly competitive
economies, a wide ranging and well-developed system of cooperation.
The emergence of Western Europe in recent yearsl as one of the
strongest economic forces in the world is an eloquent testimony to the
success of the policy of cooperation which developed alongside the

European economic resurgence. In other parts of the world, where the
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coutries have been economically less developed attemps at regional
cooperation have also been extensively made with varying degrees of
success. The orientation and thrust of these different initiatives
have not bheen identical; some have attempted at customs union, others
have sought technical and cultural cooperation; yet others have

endeavoured to attract investments from scurces outside the region.

Bangladesh President imnhis l@ttgr gentatively indicated

economic, technical, scientifiey sécia sltural fields as
mcooperation is not,

- however, intended to take f - \ :"\\i'\ oek.or alliance. The

institutional arrangements : = Such ‘cooperation would strictly

hichyall the countries

\

in the region are firmly @omy 3 K, ) \
Economic and techgiicgl €ooperation’ o 3

accepted by all developing c@int = 251 'le and necessary

conform to the principlegfo

egional basis is now

strategy within the framework , it DC. In South Asia as in

other regions of the wo) untr nt levels of

—_—
- —_—

i)

development, some are ‘ff; ers. Any

proposal for economic cﬂ»eration must ’consquentlym-: formulated with
the greatest care_in o ﬁ ﬁn | ﬁa leak are not exploited
and that the stroqI ﬂ 7 iigﬂh a Hlﬁﬁ should oﬁly_
be those in_whi ration tﬁn t : i t tries
irresmctivi;ﬁﬁﬁeﬁi 1Mﬁfiﬁﬁ ﬂnmonal
cooperation meaningful, strengthen the spirit of mutual trust and
understandung, and bridge the development, gaps existing among the
countries of the region. In the meantime, the uneven levels of

development should, if anything, inspire on the one hand the less

developed to catch up with their more fortunate neighbours, while on
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the other hand encourage the more developed to help to narrow the gap
existing between them. The process will be one of gradual evolution
that will assist the relatively less aeveloped to overcome their
existing p.roblems so that in the long run a system of preference
becomes unmecessary.

A final argument in favour of such cooperation i‘s that it is

only through regional cohesion the f Agia can hope to have an

effective voice in interna ~'-;, UN system has to day

over 150 states. It is ONIV gioups Of w they big or

small-that can aspire toQu i \ mpae \- the decision making
process in these forums \? as to say that it

is only by establishing ent for consultation

nearly one-fifth of the play a role commensurate

with their intrinsic globs
Shared perceptio and-vaites e a important factor for the
success of any venture for -- ;----- ation. The countries of

South Asia share manywcomiion are #op. cgein their social,

EPtions about certain

nation of the wor@ may differ, but

ethnic, cultural .Vi;
specific events or polEical :
such differences do not &eem to create @sgulf between them that cannot

e . 30 Eachd Wl G b T resnonn oo

may be a positive force in generafing a climate of harmonyyconductive
ot Heed PO Yoo kb i dof HEFHGY e on
common and the value of this shared heritage.

The experiences in regional cooperation elsewhere in the
world indicated the possibility of such cooperation in spite of
bilateral problems exising among the countries of the region. Even

where bilateral disputes crop up, this should not stand in the way of
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regional cooperation in the economic, social, techmical and cultural
spheres. This too is evident from the fact that countries whose
bilateral relations may strained be are still pi« pared to cooperation
with one another within a regional farmework. /A: regional cooperation
grows, it also tends to generate a climate of mutual understanding
reducing the scope for such disputes.

Regional cooperatlon i \“u / 3 as clsewhere in the world

should in no way intrude o gllaferal and multilateral
relations of the countries © 1 gionglOr C0C s the proposal
envisage either the subgbitfiti o , 18 "‘*.. ’ -‘- of existing
cooperation between or nge of the region in other

\\\
AN\ 8

forums. ESCAP has organ PEes for cooperation

in a wide range of field pic G ";"', AN tries are closely
involved. Regional activi - 'ch as the WHO

;eful activities and
should continue undisturbed =17 defined fields of operation.
Every effort will be mad Aid diplic high is wasteful of

Ja at a regional

time, energy and resiif
cooperation will supp]ﬂent and reinforce the actiivities of the
international orgamzatlﬁnn As a mattér of fact, it is expected that

operating under %‘LL%J;Z} NEUNIHEIAAI swemations:

bodies will be able to contributefmore meanimgfully to theawell being

o wie B TANTIIEUNATINETINE

Reg10na1 cooperation in South Asia must be both pragmatic and

realistic in outlook. Such cooperation is intendad to grow step by
step in the economic, social and cultural spheres. A number of
possible areas of cooperation can be found and will be found as we

proceed. Regional cooperation is a dynamic process, it will grow, it



122

will widen, and it will strengthen; just as globa! interdependence and
cooperation have developed; so will regional ccoperation throughout
the world, for there is no better way we can strengthen global

cooperation than on the bed-rock of regional cocoperation the world

over.

The proposal for a South Asian meeting ét the summit levels
has been generally welcomed as & and constructive initiative,
which could have a catalytie ess of cooperation in

: m— i

the region. However,it ma¥ ab%‘that sumnit meetings
generate great expectations oD wefore, a
step-by-step approach wouddl Le e pi o« C ere is undoubtedly
soﬁle validity in this arcufegt & JStmmg \\\ sed to be carefully

i he same time this

2tting presupposes

prepared in advance to enstl
point need not be stretched
that there would be serious e i- 5 of Government, and

that the Heads of Governments #em o apply their minds to

those issues which d n ily at other

Ol
levels. They would have a broader per: bectit 1‘, at is equally
important, the power ofﬂecis S tex@ous issues. Thus,
preparatory work to be undextaken prior g9 the sunmit meeting would

snente preperacll) 34 B DUV S WIS ocsivre

areas of cooperation and chalking gut the modal lities of ratlon.

1o the probf POV} K 34%’1% VRIS o

the preparatory work, unanimity would be most desirable. However,
should there be points on which complete agreement was not possible,
it would only be appropriate that the leaders of the region at the

highest level address themselves to these issues.
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Possible Area of Cooperation

It has been stated earlier in the paper that cooperation in
the economic sphere could be the starting point which could be
expanded to include social and cultural cooperation. Science and
technology also seem to offer great possibilities. Within these very

broad parmeters one can identify

ain fields in which cooperation

and overlapping

functions and jurisdiets ysis of the

activites of the exis international, it

appears that beginning the following

fields.
(a)
be an intergral part of
the economic infra ............. avery society. | _; ic activities,
1 Y|
dissemination of knowledge i i¥contacts of highly

I

mobile individuals in ntemporary socmtles, an™ last but not the

least, trade m ecommunication
network. m:qdﬁ»ﬂ in a mnnittain its
optimum Wm ed up
with SJ;}nll eﬁiﬁﬁmm’a[’as ﬂzt it is

a fact that in South Asia, it is easier to communicate with Furope and

America than with next door neighbours.
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(b) Meteorology
In the field of meteorology, cooperation could pay rich
dividends to the member countries of the South Asia region.
Facilities for scientific weather forecasting and introduction of the
latest techniques of and methods for the study of climatic patterns

could be organized on a regional Das i Since the most of the

countries of the region face permanent fefpesure to the hazards of
cyclonic storms and other --*-Q.; gfSlops, active cooperation
towards sharing the fungd O RIGiLe € S niejics, data, etc.
gathered in this area aific \t / bene “he member countries.
These efforts would naétira [/ ? “ en the present
international arrangeme l J - the region.

(c) Transport

In order to en “an effe flow of movement of goods
and also to foilitate intra-regiona i a wz2ll-intergrated

system of communicatiiohs in £ foad and rail

links, would be invaluéh f the region.

. i’
The national plans for-building roads and for est plishing railway

stel 1110 ) (131 (r) (1201 S
ek, LN i9 ) (1M}

(d) shipping

The importance of shipping in the external trade of any

country, whether coastal of landlocked can hardly be over-emphasized.
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It is relative advantage over other means of trarsport as bulk carrier
“is also well recognized.

The world shipping market at present is overwhelmingly
dominated by the developed countries. Thus, conditions imposed by
these countries and the liner conference arrangcnents conerolled by

them militate against the natural desire of developing countries to

increase their tonnage capacity f % K¢ or shere in the

agra
N/

transportation of sea cargo \L > frequ 1ation in the freight

it

charges adversely affected -m_--" elop e%and the balance of

payments position of the g lhe countries in the

South Asian region suffgs / r// u- <3 vantages in varying
| %Y \w?:\\
RN

degree. Thus, in order @6 Lri Ve ‘; , egrac ol self-sufficiency in
5, e "IO!nlC development of

this field and to give anpfad

countries of this region, \ rea for cooperation

on a regional basis. :
R

“' F LA :.

A A

(e} Touri

BXibts a vast

Tourism s ar
potential for intrareg. nal cooperation. 1ne revgutionary growth of
air transportation in reept times has made tourism the second largast

oers. sausery B 5 e VHEAY LA kb s s -

greater share of the world market ¢

LR SURIINLIRY
v1rtua11y unllmlted The combined efforts of the countries of the
region can be geared to develop this potential to their common
bhenefit. This can be done by strengthening the infrastructure at home
and by a vigorous marketing effort abroad. The rich ancient heritage

of the sub-continent and the varied scenic beauty of different parts

2. k.
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of the region will provide the necessary attraction for foreigm
visitofs. Intra-regional tourism can also be a major force in forging
greater understanding between and among the countries and peoples of
the region.

If the combined resources of South Asia can be tapped,

better facilities can be provided to tourists which would doubtless

increase their number. For instange package tours with reduced
,

group fares could be organized; i e cooperation among the

various travel agencies operating in ; 1" that could enable

coordinated tour programig 4'/1/ 3 'f‘\\\\\“‘ could be evolved
after due consultations among the jconger u, Smients.

(f) Agricultural
‘South Asian cgb - LES lven gheir Wependence on this
sector,already have a large ’ _» & tions engaged in reseaich
and development in a wide vaietly 1 2 Regional cooperation

would usefully augmel ) t : 2clge ’ nd techniques in

these fields. A coon mr i finformation,

expriences and resultsg experiments, e coulcﬁffeétively hasten
the process of growth andfpsoductivity imsthis vital sector.

similarly, in nﬂ bl ebadatidel devtlpd] fok ghca sector in

particular, exchange of ideas and $haring of g@yperience imgjphe sphere

ot rura) ROk ibodobbd ol 3 Vo Bl

well as sav:mg both in resources and time.

3 Wi
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(g) Joint-Venture
An economic cooperation group creates a wider market for
commedities requiring large-scale product;_ion. It also provides a
scope for utilization of hitherto unexploited resources through more
efficient organization and optimun employment of existing resoures.

By increasing the range of productivi ',y and ensuring higher returns on

N

Such multilateral economig groups Ll attract capital and
L. - | . '.

technology from outside Remptions from GATT rules on

non-discriminatory tr ures provide the
most potent field fo for countries
belonging to such a i - s Yo\ thewmost tangible and
productive forms of \ 1 ork of ECDC. '
wid eglop posses a wide range
of natural and mineral reseu ces,; tech \ owhow, trained manpower
and a vast market. In spite - pact ese countries are at

: it is poss By ifientify potential

. 'ﬁ‘4 tional framework

H

and policy instrument 'H- the basis of equitable ] enefit accruing to
these countries rr ) ‘ ‘i e ic field can be
undertaken to e@ﬁimﬁﬂ ﬂ;ﬂﬂx : jitures that will
e ARSI g
AT TR

cooper a’t

areas for joint ven

(h) Market Promotion : Selected Commodities
The countries of this region enjoy @ significant share of
the world market for a number of commoditiies, such as tea, jute and

cotton. Most of these countries have separately undertaken marketing
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and promotional efforts for these commodities. Tt is well recogised
that joint initiatives can reduce promotional <ot and have greater
inpact in the export markets. More over,this will also enable the
couﬁtries of South Asia, particularly the less doveloped among then,
to take full advantage of the liberal measures available under the

Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) in the markets of the

developed countries. In the fage'¢ i competition from

substitutes as well as uncertdintie: Hce fluctuations, such

: £ !d
joint dinitiatives will Svide~addi on@e for further
. ’ 1 i. - ~ “ 7"—.

expansion of markets at

(i) scientific dhc \
Countries ofif the At A i w u. have a special need

to develop effective use g u 00 H’ Y for alleviating the

widespread poverty that is on” teE®sClc of the area. It is
S aadimis, + 4l ' ‘
recognized that the promotion of—scient * education will not achieve
el ' "ld Ja‘ : :7
the desired results unles | end i sl in practical terns

W and all other

for the development :‘y,.— gr]

ga

-~
needs of society. Theﬂ is Indee

SCOpe fcﬁ further programmes
in the field of applied @gience and techpology to meet the hasic

SO DS WA S 20 10

rural areas. In many case, the experiences gmu d by th countries
in ents sl 3 Shirbadd el o DA B
borrowed from the industrialised countries of U developed world.
Cooperation in the field is particularly relevant in
regard to both conventional and non-conventional sources of energy.
Such cooperation could explore ways and means of reducing dependence

on foreign sources by the development of local energy sources
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improvement of efficient energy use through development of low-energy
technology; conservation of non-renewable energy sources, =tc.
Concerned research and action-oriented programmesl for eradication and
elimination of such diseases as Malaria, Cholera, etc.,afficting the
-people of this region could also be an effectiive and useful area of

cooperation.

(j) Education and ‘i \_,_ don
. 2 J
At&imat’ ona@onal level with

¢ o - \ and institutionalized

Cooperation @t
regard to education has g

2 “\' iences of the

\\\ rtalnmg to this

=190 ' 5o countries is, for

ducatlioral services which

in many regions. InA thi
countries could be usef
subject.
A primary ‘coi
instance, how to provide cogt
could reach out millions of sé Tdren who crowded the cities
and villages. The gr' es of count e pegion, ranging

from such areas as ."y EYlpw cost scientific
equipment to matters C:Enect W Sivi nlum fc@ation, examination
procedures, teacher traifiimg and in-serwice trairing, non-formal

cacation, st ) b ‘o b bl Wik d

'Ihese countries having similar problems couldjbenefit

rore tcon Ok G ALE e bl o KbES Bl B e

that of forelgn experts who obtain their traininc in an entirely
different enviromment, and who, consequently, fail to develop the
correct orientation in dealing with regional problems. Workshops,

seminars, conferences and visits of techmical < =rts organized on a
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regional basis could provide useful exchange of knowledge and

experience.

(k) Cultural Cooperation
The South Asian countries are heirs to some of the

richest cultural traditions of the world. The influence of the major

and TIslam—on the d]fferent

4 .r; contributed to the
eul tural %of these countries.

This is therefore, a field®Lefilich|regional cocperation can be of
y i

considerable benefit i WL the cultural

heritage of the countrig result in promoting

. N
mutual goolwill. As a m 7 £ fact) - exXchanges are already
taking place between thes€ g g_,.fx  the'\bas 15 of bilateral

agreements. A regional approad J : however”, introduce a new
dimension in the cultural “

One canyre: “S6e numer mil ilities. There can

" -

be, for example, a SOUEH f1val in one of the

capitals, Also exhibigons G 2 «;ﬁam’.zed on a regional
basis. These can becomeg ajor sourcegof encouragement for artistic

il m@u{}@m NS o VY Ferent countetes

of the region also be enriched by hold e\hlblthl on a
s R RHPHIT HR VAN B
offers’ gregt possibilities. South Asian games and sports organized on
an annual basis can become an intergral part of the cultural life of
the area. All these possibilities clearly indicate that the cultural
field is an area that has a very wide scope for cooperation in the

South Asian region.
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The Framework
I. Name
for the sake of convenience, one may consider proposing a
name for the institutional framework which would reflect, as nearly as
possible, the purposes and nature of the cooperation on a regional

basis. Among the various possible names the following are suggested

for consideration: o
~= (@) "South ian 1atd F Cooperation" (SAAC)

(b)

(c) i 1 ot , it OOperatmn" (ASAC)

(@ Fatdc Selith Asian Slates" (OSAS)

\.-'1de the basic
guldelines for conductin ' ctiviti ithi he framework of
(selected nomenclature to be serte : He South Asian leaders®

meeting at the summi . sue a doclaration

rﬂ’ 1e purposes and

2
A prart m@aﬁu&l‘iﬂﬂﬂ INYINT

- The Government of Bang¥adesh, Bhutan, Tndia, Maldives,

Nepal, Pakatwaia'ﬁlakjm lm']q VI EJ’] a EJ

b Convenced of the benefits that will /¢ crue from greater

which would embody _
principles and its modﬂof opera

regional coopefation among the countries of South Asia;
- Seeking to promote peace and stability in the region
through adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter and

of Non-—-alignment;

o nnd g
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- determined to uphold respect for the principles of
govereignty, national independence, territorial integrity,
non-interference in one another's internal affairs, non-use of force,
and peaceful settlement of disputes ;

- Recognizing the need to accelerate the process of economic,

technical, scientefic, and cultural develogxnent in South Asia through

common interest;

- Desirous of among countries of

»

the region on matters omic, social

cultural, techical and v such other fields as
may be agreed upon .
- Seeking to Sloger cooperation
between the countries of S Lo GH: ather regional and
international organizations w ‘. and objectives ;
- Have decided Lign to be known as

‘The mode of ation of (name of the org@xization). shall be

ﬂ‘lJEl'J‘VIEJV]iWEJ’]ﬂi

A. Membership

it Wil SINRIN TP LI

region subscrlblng to the aims and objectives embodied in the

selected nomenclature £«

as under :

Declaration.
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B. Structure and Functions

(a) The heads of Government of member State shall meet once
annually and may meet as often as necessary to give directions,
provide guidelines, and review the activities of the (name of the
organization) . Chairmanship of the organization shall rotate among

order for a term of one year

the member countries in an alphabeti
summit Meeting will be  the organization. The
sumit Meeting will be theehighest : ‘ywGigihe organization. The
venue of the Meetings . +B0CL#Su y f . , shall be the
country acting as the €ur ‘ rdr
(b) There sha O e Foreign Ministers

of member states as thefpri . Furi FIonA] n of the (name of
organization) . :
The council s
(1) Finalizing ations for submission to the
Summit Meeting ; | : .
(II) Twples f the Summit Meeting ;

L

(II1) «:H dinating the various act'.

“ D
B 13T e 1 T

once a year.

ities of the (name

(c) The Council of Foreign Ministers shall establish such
committees, organs institutions and agencies as may be necessary from
time to time, under the directives and guidelines provided by the

highest authority (name of the organization). Tiese cionunittees,

B .tk a4
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organs, institutions and agencies shall submit  ports to the Coimci]
for its consideration.

(d) There shall be a secretariat of the ( name of the
organization) headed by a Secretary General, who will be appointed by
the Heads of Goverment of member states upon the recommendation of the

Council of Foreign Ministers on su s and conditions as may be

decided by the Heads of Gove q-\ . etary General shall be
%
B, g, S

e
the principal executive ofisd ST shal] perform such

. functions as are entrus

Preparations for the

President Zia : 't ‘._: ’-—** e leaders of the

\\\\

Bearing in mind the legaci f1h 5 w 1d indeed be a historic

vel to explore the

inonal cooperation.

event. Barriers, both hlstorl g And C al, will have to yield

place to a renewed gpir nderstanding and oo -‘.- 11. A meeting at
R )

the summit level woui o= 8uch a major

initiative in embarking“on a new and chal lenging enture envisaged in

"N INE03......
= A T

this paper will also be introduced by the Governments in the light of
their own experience and studies of the subject. These inputs would be
collected, studied and analysed. A set of documents would be prepared

on the basis of this analysis. These documents would contain proposals
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which, by then would have been presumably crystalized into concrete
programmes.

The first preparatory meeting may be held at the level of
Foreign Secretaries assisted by such technical o'ficials as may by
needs The recommendations of the Secretaries lcvil meeting would be '

considered by a neeting of the Fore

i

e ;”. f the Ministerial
[ the final preparatory
state for the Summit Megkd 7 3 shidatiens of the Foreign

\

? inisters of the region. This
meeting may also suggest’ the «

Meeting. The Foreign Mimisé

Ministers should inclu

(a) Feasibilify d policy

Ao f T AR B
MY
recommendations on thedé érdl o \\\\\\ ]

\\ ion/Draft Declaration.

(e) i i i ” late | enue of the Summit Meeting

(b) Possible =
(c) The framewol

(d) Agenda for

S

Source : Government o e People's Republic of e gladesh, Ministry

¥ ”Wﬂ"l ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ"s’ wbna
Qﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ‘iﬂd umqwmaa
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AN g.

ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATTION AMONG
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

~ . Advisability of establishing National Commnissions for Economic

and Technical Cooperation among

A. International Context

the Vienna Programme

| i\ e o teormtont
\ Q\f\\,\

iés on the

‘1. The Caracas B
of Action constitute thegféns
cooperation among devel ol

2. Negotiations j
restructuring of internatighal ec ‘." i : Fedltions and the ,
establishment of a new inteufic }: Teoo8 ' wic Order have not advanced,
prlnc1pa11y owing to the lack = will on the part of the .
developed countries. ™ ' ‘
| 3. In the aREl Wi the North-south
Dialogue. It is essentml to strengthen South-so Ih Cooperation as a
complementary alte ative’ fior romotién of the economic and social
s o B Eb I LA NE TS

It is, of course, worthwhile reitératin E that ,%dccording

it Carma“ﬁ £:384 34
developlng countrles is not a substitute for global economic
cooperation between developing and developed countries, nor does it

relieve the latter of their obligations and commitments to the

developing countries.
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S« 58 shouid be emphasized, however, that both the
international supply of technical cooperation and the financial
resources to support it have been severely limited, whereas the
technical requirements of the developing countries continue to grow
and to become simultaneously more diverse.

6. Accordingly, it is felt advisable to plan the ways and

means of facilitating and st . One way of doing this

might be through the establisk

- - . & - '
Economic and Technical COOp ) g@g Countries

(NCETCDCs) .

Commissions for

B. National Framework .

1. Where governifie ; v s s¥nad L-;\ assumed that
international technica ) ) larly that among
developing countries, is ‘rument to support and

 complement national economic ahé social 1opmeﬁt efforts.

£ )“'Mx 4

2. It is likewi t” ‘tg-have defined the

objectives of their ik :",-j' cal cooperation
policies, and that thcﬂ obje g are closely ]@xked to countries
development policies.

% agum NHNFE Wesarem

policies for mtematlonal Economic and Techmical Cooperation are
orientca el BN bbb BAINEIR Y
governments. Consideration may be given to the advisability of having
such policies focus upon better integration of economic and technical
cooperétion, fostering agreements with countries of similar levels of

development, and thus permitting the dovetailing of endeavours and

_a ARk
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/
optimum use of joint negotiating power, with a view to improving
negotiating conditions vis-a-vis the most industrialized countries.
- 4. Tt would appear to be useful to lay special emphasis on
the identification of areas in which EICDC may help to exploit the
potential offered by the complementarlty of certa in developing

countries' economies.

5. To strengthen countr. gity to identify and direct
international economic and t sn Lo the attainment of
H 2 = i J 2
national development object , " the potential

offered by such cooperati 0.4 Yeality, ' it 'felt that the

C. -Characteristics of NagiogalfComt sgions £ ~onomic and Technical
Cooperation among -'-~ ) gountries.

1. It follows from ghe e DCs would have two

.:ﬂ'" a2
facets, one internal and the other exte:

,fr-:p——?'

and would function in

both cases as a focal poin

a. ]'_nte T "5 WOU 7{-} the focal point

for thﬂ'arl Us

internatitpal economic apd technical cooparation. The

M&QM&%@%@W@MM

handllng of the puwocess of a@n ing. all tlng and

RABASRELAR 11138 e

insofar as possible, any fragmentation into individual

podles anolvedd in

technical cooperation activities.
b. For tljxeir external relations, the NCEICDCs would be

useful for governments as focal points for:

s Ak
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- their technical cooperation relationships with
other governments;

— their technical dooperation relationships with
bodies in the United Nations System (such as UNDP,
for example);

- iddentification, signature and execution of

2. The Commissigus™ ope / s i1l have to be
tailored, of course, to_gfie i r./" A 'cs of the

3 Che national legal and

Yot \ its policy for

countries in which they ger /
institutional framewor -

international technical

D. Objectivesof the National C

1. To foste ‘*
cooperation among developing countries, g
implementation of the (ﬂ-acas Progra O ction@xd the Vienna
Programme of Action.

2. To @ u ﬂvm&cnﬁ W ﬂ:lldmcgon developed

countries, while smultaneously stfengtheningstheir negotiating power
vis-a-vis ammnm AR1INYIaE
3 promote national development through the optimum use of

the instrument of EICDC.

4. To rationalize the use of external resources going to

TR
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5. To facilitate the execution of international technical
cooperation policies through the coordination of public sector bodies
involved in such execution activities. .

6. To assist in indentifying and achieving the potential

offered by the complementary nature of some developing countries'

ernal" focal points for
_/..-ﬂ'

1. The establd® \\\ .‘_

= ! F '\ -

- | ) orma’ g

:' v \ "N
h \

on Unit geared

economies.

7. To act as the "i

e to support the
NCETCDCs, which could k “Multisectoral
information Network (MSE

2. Creation of &
especially for EICDC. ‘

3. The establishme- O Pund to administer financial
resources going to rel r '

4. The org

ﬂUEJ’J“VIEWﬁWEJ']ﬂﬁ
ammmmum'mmaﬂ

L LI
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